
  

  

  

. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

   

 

 
    

Rocket

• 

• 

Special thanks
To everyone helping set up the show 
�is month’s authors,
    Denise Morettin &
    Elizabeth Ann Courtney 

 

 �e Rockhound and Gem show was a rockin’ success – two 
fun filled days of demonstrations, hourly door prizes, silent 
auctions (win rocks for little money), kids only auctions, gold 
panning, silversmithing, carvings,  member showcases, 
refreshments and sales. It was fun for the whole family. Ven-
dors included Rockpix Designs from Coquitlam, a father 
and son business, selling slabs of every size and kind, and 
other organizations of interest included the Pacific Museum 
of the Earth at UBC. 

Rock, Gem, & Jewelry Show April 4th & 5th 2009

Would you like to receive
this newsletter via email?
...let Michael know by 
   emailing him at
   anwards@shaw.ca

Lapidary Workshop hours
  with instructor
     Monday & �ursday 6:30 -- 9:30
     Wednesday    10:00 -- 1:00 

  without instrutor
     Saturday    1:00   -- 4:00

Silversmithing Workshop hours
  with instructor
     Saturday    9:30 -- 12:30  

Membership
  runs from September to June
  Single:  $20 Family: $25
  Membership with 
     Hastings Community Centre 
        is required for Club Membership

 

By Denise Morettin

Rock tth
e 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds

March/April 2009
hcRock.wordpress.com

e

�e member showcases included a variety of end products 
made by members and interesting rocks found by members. 
Highlights as noted by member Dave Foster included the 
beginners’ silversmithing showcase, especially the work by 
India, who is 12 years old! �ere was lots of visitor interest in 
this particular case as it showed the wonderful examples of 
work that beginners can do in only a short amount of time 
after joining the club! 
Other showcases included work from members Cliff Smith, 
Siggi, Brigitte Rohde, as well as Dave and Raj Foster who 
made beautiful belt buckles and a belt case with their son 
Dev’s name.
Of special mention is Nick Tsougrianis’s work; Nick, a 15 
year old member of the club, showcased his  



  

  

  

 

  

  

  

March 2009 Gem Show 

 

his incredible alabaster coated sculpture titled Mountain Sheep. And Luigi Del-Ciotto, who displayed his sculp-
tures Magestic Eagle and Grizzly Bear Looking Back for Her Cubs.

�e showcases also displayed desert rose quartz crystals, fine agate, oyster shell fossils, soapstone carvings, petrified 
wood, sodium-chloride formations, bead weaving, glass fusing, organic gems, and jewellery.
Of particular interest in the show were the demonstrations which included polishing stones, carvings, and the 
touching table with Jackie.  �e touching table was all about showing what we start with, or the beginning product: 
ugly chunks of rock. From the ugly chunks of rock, we go to a slice and then to the end product. �e club hopes 
every year to have different rocks at each yearly show. Members provide Jackie with what they found that year or 
what they moved in from their gardens. Some are novelty rocks like fossils, while some are rocks you can work 
with. 
Jackie sprays the rocks with water, to show off the difference in how they look wet than when dry. �e rocks when 
wet, really show off their colour and unique beauty.  �is year’s touching table included instruction on how to 
distinguish the elusive jade from the ever common but still intriguing serpentine.

For those thinking of trying out rockhounding and who are not yet convinced read on ... Ronnie C., a rockhound 
member since 1972, and his lovely wife Ruth have enjoyed rock hunts, findings and the travel involved. Ronnie 
notes that rock hunting is a fun family activity; bring hats, bring the dog, some water and lunch, and don’t forget 
a whistle to help people find you! Remember, when you’re rockhounding, you’re involved with the wildflowers, 
moon, stars, trees and whatever else is in the area. While you’re out rockhounding, your family can be fishing or 
gold panning, especially around Fraser and Hope.  And as Ronnie says, “beauty is in the eye of the beholder – no 
matter how ugly the stone is, it’s beautiful.” Sometimes small rocks are better than big. Ronnie’s favourite rocks are 
of the ‘leverite’ variety – “no good to nobody but somebody wants it so leave it right there – leave right – get it?”  
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds March 26th , 2009
Membership Meeting Minutes 

 

President - Michael E.  
Called the meeting to order @ 7:35pm.  
Michael gave condolences to Susan on the loss of her sister. 
He also advised that articles to go in the Rocket should be sent in as soon as possible otherwise it makes it 
difficult for Jaafar to get it out in a timely fashion. Michael and everyone present agreed that Jaafar is doing a 
great job. �ank you Jaafar.

Secretary Dave F.
Moved to adopt the previous minutes dated February 26th 2009. It was seconded and carried. 
Newsletters came in from Richmond and Port Moody and they will be put in the workshop. Received March 
issues of Rock and Gem, Jewelry Artist and Rocks and Minerals. We still have 6 calendars left at $14.00, 6 Fall 
issues of BC Rockhounder at $3.50 and 9 Winter issues of BC Rockhounder at $3.50.

Treasurer Susan M.
Reported that she would not be here for the annual show. Micheal E. will take care of the treasury. 

Committee Reports -
Workshop Dan C. and Siggi R.
Reported that the diamond wheels will be ordered in the next few days but unfortunately, the sanders are still 
being abused i.e. not using water; using very large rocks and pressing too hard rather than letting the sanders 
do the work.

Ways and Means John
 John is sick, so Shane is looking after it tonight. We need to know in good time if people are sick so that we 
take care of business, e.g. very limited rocks for the draw tonight due to not knowing John would not be here.

Field Trips – no report.

Show Chair Nick T.
Reported we have a lot of dealers coming so we can fill the place. Tables are ordered and publicity dealt with.

Publicity and Showcase Anna Marie T.
Absent but the showcase is done and it is a great job.

Library Harry C.
Nothing to report. 

History Jackie W.
Would like any pictures that members take of our show and also large rocks for the “touching table”. Shane 
said he will bring some.

BC Lapidary Society Elizabeth O.
Nothing to report.

Rep to Centre Michael E.
Reported that there could be a lot of changes due to a lack of funding. It is being worked out. Also the 
geological survey will not be at the Abbotsford show due to lack of funding.
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Membership Meeting Minutes continued...  

 

Silversmithing Dave F. 
Reported the group is doing very well, each person having completed several projects. Ideas are flowing freely 
and they all look forward to displaying their achievements in our show. Hopefully, this will encourage others to 
get involved. We do have room for 1 or at most 2 beginners on a first come, first served basis. Due to upcoming 
events the show, Easter and my vacation, classes will resume Saturday, May 23rd at 9:15 am.

Program Linda F.
Reported Karl and Elizabeth will be presenting the program tonight.

Social Briggitte R.
Reported she had a bad accident by falling over. Briggitte passed around a sign up sheet for people to indicate 
what food they would be bringing to sell at our show. We always need pop. Siggi, Michael and Eric volun-
teered to bring food next month.

Membership Isabel L. and Anne E.
Reported one new member, Leo and one guest, Shane for a total of 42 people in attendance.

Newsletter Jaafar A.
Absent.

Sunshine Debbie.
Reported that Jaafar had an ear surgery and is coming along fine. Also it is good to see Ron and Ruth C. here 
tonight – welcome back!

Old Business             New Business             
None.                         �ere is a change of date for the Executive Board, it will be held April 8th 2009.                          

Adjournment@ 8:20pm    

Pssssst... I went to buy some camouflage trousers the other day, but I didn’t see any.  

Dave Foster,
Recording Secretary
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Wagonmasters Fieldtrips
Fall/Winter 2008-09 of the BC Lapidary Society

April 26 2009, Harrison Lake Fossils

�is is always a popular trip, as this is a clam and belemnite 
fossil location, where everyone gets some clams!
�is is located approx 30Km up the west side of Harrison 
Lake, so this will take most of the day to go in and back out 
again, so please pack a lunch or some snacks.  
�e meeting place for this trip is the Sasquatch Inn parking 
lot in Harrison Mills on highway #7, again at 9:00AM
***DO NOT GO TO THE TOWN OF HARRISON 
LAKE***
�is restaurant is at the turn-off for the Hemlock Valley Ski 
area.
If you are not familiar with this area, please refer to a map. �e 
optimum way to get to the meeting place, would be Highway 
#7 from Mission.  Make sure that you have ample fuel for 
your vehicle.
Tools for this can be nothing but some gloves to pick up 
samples, or rock hammer, chisel, and larger hammers for 
those who wish to break up larger pieces.  Bring your kids, 
and the camera, as there are some great views of Harisson lake 
along the way!  Official Field Trip Leader is Walt Pinder, 
604-460-0969
�e Wagon Masters will have a meeting at the Maple Ridge 
Show in February, so we will have additional trips for the 
spring.  As always, the trips may be changed, or due to 
weather or road conditions may be cancelled at the last 
minute. Please check the BC Lapidary Society web site for 
updates at www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html

Tail-Gate Sale:
Mentioned in earlier Field trip reports was a “tail-gate” sale 
slated for September. �is plan did not come together with 
the need to not overlap with any club shows, and the ability 
to have a workable date with the Burnaby Sports Center. I 
will try to organize something for the spring.
As always, any US rockhounds in good standing with their 
clubs are invited to join our field trips! Also, please see what 
the Washington State Mineral Council has for trips, just in 
case something interests you! www.mineralcouncil.org

�e Hastings Rock and Gem Show 2009

It is April 2009 and another Rock, Gem and Jewelry Show has 
come and gone.  Michael announced that 600 guests came 
through the doors during those two days.  As usual we had 
several of our Fun and Demo tables set up along with all the 
dealers’ tables, which were chock full of stones rocks and jewelry.  
�ere were plenty of wonderful items to choose from.

So, let’s talk about the food table.  It was set up with plenty of 
great homemade cookies, muffins, cupcakes etc. as well as 
sandwiches, bunwiches and veggie plates.  �ere was a good 
choice of drinks, tea and coffee.  I, myself worked behind the 
food table with Brigitte and the two Marilyn’s.  I totally enjoyed 
it, even if I did go home on Sunday with sore feet.

I am quite impressed with the tremendous team spirit which 
goes into making our show a big success.  Everyone pitches in 
and has a job to do  and everyone is pleasant and happy.  It 
makes me proud to belong to such a club.

I certainly did buy a few rocks, but I learned a lot about rocks 
and rock hounding by talking to some of the dealers.  �ey all 
have a mountain of information stored in their heads, which 
they are eagerly willing to share.

It was a delight to see Dorothy at a table along with her daugh-
ter, Sharon.  Dorothy was pleased to say  that she sold a substan-
tial amount of Cliff ’s beautifully worked cabochons, slabs, books 
and other items.

�e show cases were all artistically set up and were as fascinat-
ing as ever to peruse.

On Sunday, after the show was over a great number of us took 
things down and cleaned the gym.  I must have folded a 
hundred table clothes.  In the end, I got to push that huge mop 
around the gymnasium floor.  �at actually paid off as I found a 
dime, two pennies and a bead on the floor.

Aside from the show I would like to compliment Ana Marie, on 
the beautiful showcase “Tribute to Cliff ”.  Cliff would be so 
proud I am sure.

Submitted by Elizabeth Ann Courtney
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About Our Organization...

�e Hastings Club has been active for 50 years. it was founded in January 1959!
Interests of members, range from all aspects of lapidary -arts to rock, mineral and fossil 
collecting. We have a well equipped workshop where we cut cabachons, facet stones and 
polish and set jewelry designers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve rock and 
wood or collect minerals. We also organize regular field trips to various hunting areas.

We meet on the fourth �ursday of each month (except for July, August, and December) 
at 7:30 pm at the Community Hall at the Hastings Community Centre.

 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers

President:  Michael Edwards  604-987-1471
Secretary:  David Foster   604-291-9577
Workshop:  Dan Constantinescu 604-2980239
  Siggi Rohde   604-941-0300
Show Chair:  Nick Tsougrianis  604-255-3232
Editor:  Jaafar Aghajanian  604-417-1062
Field trips:  position vacant

Address:   c/o Community Centre
  3096 East Hastings Street
  Vancouver, BC V5K 2A3

Website:  hcRock.wordpress.com

WOW!!! – What a weekend.  Congratulations to 
all the volunteers who came out and worked so 
hard to make our show a resounding success.  
Everyone involved can give themselves a well 
deserved pat on the back.  

I have received a lot of feedback from dealers and 
customers alike, 95% of which was very positive, a 
few had suggestions for changes, which will be 
looked at.  All seemed to like the later date of the 
show, so this is something the club will have to 
consider for the future.

One of the big attractions this year was the silver-
smithing cases.  Congratulations to all the new 
hobbyists who allowed their work to be displayed 
and enjoyed by all.  People were amazed at the 
quality of workmanship after only a few months of 
classes.  Keep up the good work.

�ank you one and all

Michael Edwards - President and Rep to Centre
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