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 The first weekend in August is a sig-
nificant one for rockhounds in Ontario 
because that is the time where the larg-
est rock event in Ontario takes place in 
Bancroft.  It is no accident that the 
event takes place in Bancroft, as this 
part of the province is rich in mining 
history, and has a large number of 
places in the surrounding area where 
rockhounds can look for specimens.  
There are many abandoned mines and 
exploration sites nearby.  The Bancroft 
Chamber of Commerce is very helpful 
to rockhounds.  It employs a geologist 
who leads field 
trips three 
times a week 
during July 
and August.  
They also pub-
lish two field 
trip guides that 
tell you how to 
get to various 
sites in the 
Bancroft and Wilberforce areas.  The 
geologist, Dan, also leads the daily trips 
during Gemboree. 
 
This is a very large show featuring over 
70 dealers in two buildings plus an out-
door area with another 15 or so dealers.  
The dealers are mainly from Ontario 
and Quebec.  We recognized a few in-
cluding the guys from LapisGems (who 

come to our Abbotsford show), Ron 
Shannon, who used to be a dealer in Al-
berta, but now operates out of Prescott, 
Ontario, and Capilano Gems from B.C. 
It was a good opportunity for us to see 
specimens from Ontario and Quebec 
and add a few to our collection. 
 
I was on the lookout for some fluorite 
specimens to add to my collection and 
found one dealer, the Gneiss Guy, who 
had very good prices.  I purchased a 
nice Mexican fluorite specimen for fif-
teen dollars from him.  He had an in-
credible Chinese stibnite specimen for 
sale for $500, which I would have 
loved to purchase, but the fluorite was 
more in my price range.  Many of the 
dealers were selling specimens, but 
there were also a few carvers selling 
their work, as well as many jewellery 
dealers.  There were some large chunks 
of rough to be had including amazonite 
from Quebec at $4.50/lb and Spectro-
lite from Quebec.   
 
 Both the Geological Survey people and 
the Ontario government had displays at 
the show and were giving away various 
maps and brochures.  One item that we 
kept for future reference was a geologi-
cal survey of the road between Madoc 
and Bancroft, so you could conduct you 
own guided tour of the geology over 
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the 70 kms of that highway.  We will plan on doing that in a future trip. 
 
 One thing that was noticeable was how expensive the sodalite was as compared to ten or fifteen years ago.  
Sodalite is a mineral that Bancroft is known for.  When I first started visiting Bancroft around 10-12 years 
ago, you could get a nice piece of quality sodalite for ten dollars.  Now it is hard to even find good quality 
sodalite, and when you do, it is very expensive.  I saw a few large chunks of good material (estimated 
weight 15-20 lbs) for $270.00.  Many of the pieces for sale now contain only a small layer of nice sodalite 
surrounded by quartz or other minerals. 
 
We visited the rock shop at the Princess Sodalite Mine.  Behind the shop, they have a “rock farm” where 
you can fill up a small bucket with rock for around ten or twelve dollars.   We recognized much of the rock 
there from our previous trip to the Beryl Pit near Quadeville, Ontario.  There was some sodalite but very 
low quality material.  There was some nice rose quartz there, that was quite gemmy in spots, and we col-
lected half a bucket of that, which will mainly be used for a border in our garden. 
 
     There are not many showcases at this show: five in total.  Two contained various specimens from the 
Bancroft area, one had specimens from the Marmoraton Mine, in Marmora Ontario, and there were also dis-
plays of corundum specimens and quartz crystals.  The focus on this event is clearly on sales and not on get-
ting people involved in the lapidary clubs.  I saw very little information on lapidary clubs in Ontario. 
 
The adult admission was seven dollars per day with discounts for children and families.  Multiple day 
passes were available as well.  We bought two day passes for 12 dollars and found that this was enough 
time to get a good look at the show.  We particularly enjoyed some of the dealers that were selling in the 
outdoor sales area.  Some Ontario rockhounds had a good variety of specimens for sale that they had col-
lected personally in Ontario and Quebec.  We bought a few including Vesuvianite from the Jeffery Asbestos 
Mine in Quebec, Pyrite cubes in matrix from Sherbrooke, Quebec, Eudialyte from Kippawa, Quebec, and 
Apatite and Fluorite in Calcite from the Yates Mine near Otter Lake, Quebec. 
 
 One dealer in the outdoor area had a good collection of fluorite specimens at reasonable prices from the 
Cave-in Rock area of Illinois.  I bought a couple of nice specimens for twenty five dollars including a nice 
one with excellent zoning from the now-closed Denton Mine.  There was also a dealer there who lives in the 
Dominican Republic and has a larimar mine there.  It is hard to find good quality larimar so Diane couldn’t 
resist buying a nice slab of it for a future jewellery/beading project. 
 
 As we had already been to the Beryl Pit, where one of the field trips was going, we ended up only going on 
one field trip to the Bear Lake diggings, which are located near the town of Tory Hill, Ontario.  It was inter-
esting to note that the group going on the field trip consisted of many who appeared to have never gone on a 
field trip before.  You could tell because they were not dressed properly for the conditions and did not have 
proper tools in many cases. 
 
The Bear Lake site consists of many trenches in a forested area.  It looks kind of like the Lolo Pass, Mon-
tana quartz crystal site, except there are trenches instead of holes in the ground.  As it had rained a lot re-
cently, parts of the trenches were filled with water.  On top of this, the whole area is swampy and thus filled 
with mosquitos and deer flies.  We shook our heads at all the people wearing shorts to this trip, as they 
clearly did not know what they were in for.  This is a site where you have to get dirty if you want to have a 
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rial to get started approximately $16.00. 
  
Brigitte R. - reported on the November wine 
and cheese after the meeting and requested 
everyone to try and bring some food. Nick T. 
will take care of the wine and Linda F. will see 
to the required license. 
  
On adjournment we all enjoyed the movie 
which we did not get to see last month. 
  

  
Dave Foster, Recording Secretary. 
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President Michael E. - called the meeting to 
order at 7:40 pm and requested that we dis-
pense with the committee reports with the ex-
ception of Brigitte R. as the November meet-
ing will be our wine and cheese after the busi-
ness has been completed.  The table officers 
will also be asked to report. Michael then 
called on Dan C. to say a few words about Cliff 
Smith's passing. 
  
Dan gave a very heartwarming and 
appreciative delivery about Cliff 
and his involvement and input to 
the H.C.R. club as well as informa-
tion about the memorial service for 
him. This will be on: 
  
 
    * November 04 at 2:00 pm at 
Ocean View Cemetary, 4000 Impe-
rial, Burnaby. 
 
  
Susan M. - gave the treasurer's report and we 
are doing O.K. 
  
Dave F. - gave the secretary's report. We re-
ceived 15 copies of the BC Rockhounder for 
sale at $3.50 each - only 6 copies left.  They 
will be available at the November meeting.  
We also received several newsletters and 
magazines as well as one of our newsletters 
returned "no longer at this address". 
  
Dave then outlined the upcoming silversmith-
ing course starting Saturday, October 25, 9:00 
am to noon at $3.00 per session. Cost of mate-

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
Nov. 27th, 2008 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds October 23rd , 2008 
General Meeting Minutes  

Silver Smith class Participants 
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President:    Michael Edwards        604-987-1471 
Secretary:    David Foster                604-291-9577 
Field Trips: position vacant 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu    604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                          (email)  joblom99@gmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Is this the Hastings community cen-
tre we’re used to?  Hint: photo by 
Diane Bowman.. 

Bead Retreat 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

Once again this September, nine beading buddies forgathered at the Logan Lake 
Highland House for a beading bonanza weekend.  As in the past, we were led by our 
own intrepid Diane Bowman, lured back from Ottawa for the event.   
 
And once again, Diane challenged us with a project that required patience and skill. 
We strove diligently, and the results were incredibly beautiful lariats.   

 
But the weekend was not just about beading - we 
enjoyed wonderful hospitality from our hostess, 
Doreen, and fellowship amongst the beaders.  The 
location lends itself to conviviality and enjoyment. 
It is gorgeous rolling hills and quiet vistas.  (The 
hot tub doesn't hurt, either!) 
 
The whole event was a truly rewarding experience 
and we will do what it takes to persuade Diane 
back next year for another challenge. 
 
Thanks Diane.  See you next year. 
 

♦ Liz O'Hea, 
 Tsawwassen correspondent 

 
 

 
 
 

See a first draft of our blog/website at: 
 
http://HCRock.wordpress.com 
 
Opinions and suggestions welcome 

Late Breaking 
News 
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For details go to….    http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/clubs.html 

December: No trips planned. 

January 11: (Sunday), Yale Bar.  
Meeting place will be the Bridal Falls Coffee Shop at 9:00AM.  
This will be a Fraser River gravel bar trip, so the appropriate tools are a rock hammer, squirt bottle, and something to 
carry your finds!  
For clothing, dress warm, in layers, with the expectation of rain, and wind. Good hiking boots are strongly suggested 
for walking over the rocky gravel bars. A thermos of your favourite warm beverage is also a good idea. 
As this is the winter time, we may get snowed out, so if it’s snowing, stay home. If there is no snow we will probably 
go to Yale bar, or perhaps a downstream bar if the Yale bar is covered. Finds on this bar can be Jade, Serpentine, 
Sillimanite, jasper, agate, and other assorted rocks. 
Official leader for this trip is Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289. 

February 8, (Sunday), Wahleach Bar,  
Or perhaps Yale bar if we get snowed out in January. The meeting place will again be the Bridal Falls Coffee shop at 
9:00AM, and the tools, and potential finds are the same as the above Yale bar trip. 
Official Field Trip Leader is Walt Pinder, 604-826-2342 

The Wagon Masters will have a meeting at the Maple Ridge Show in February, so we will have additional trips 
for the spring 

April 19, Harrison Lake Fossils:  
This is always a popular trip, as this is a clam and belemnite fossil location, where everyone gets some clams!  
This is located approx 30Km up the west side of Harrison Lake, so this will take most of the day to go in and back out 
again, so please pack a lunch or some snacks. 
The meeting place for this trip is the Sasquatch Inn parking lot in Harrison Mills on highway #7, again at 9:00AM 
***DO NOT GO TO THE TOWN OF HARRISON LAKE*** 
This restaurant is at the turn-off for the Hemlock Valley Ski area. 
If you are not familiar with this area, please refer to a map. The optimum way to get to the meeting place, would be 
Highway #7 from Mission. 
Make sure that you have ample fuel for your vehicle.  
Tools for this can be nothing but some gloves to pick up samples, or rock hammer, chisel, and larger hammers for 
those who wish to break up larger pieces. 
Bring your kids, and the camera, as there are some great views of Harisson lake along the way! 
Official Field Trip Leader is Walt Pinder, 604-826-2342 

As always, the trips may be changed, or due to weather or road conditions may be cancelled at the last minute. 
Please check the BC Lapidary Society web site for updates! 
http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 

Tail-Gate Sale: 
Mentioned in earlier Field trip reports was a “tail-gate” sale slated for September. This plan did not come together with 
the need to not overlap with any club shows, and the ability to have a workable date with the Burnaby Sports Center. I 
will try to organize something for the spring. 

As always, any US rockhounds in good standing with their clubs are invited to join our field trips! Also, please see 
what the Washington State Mineral Council has for trips, just in case something interests you!  http://
www.mineralcouncil.org 

  

  

Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Fall/Winter 2008-09 
of the 
British Columbia Lapidary Society  



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
c/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

chance to find the good crystals, so of course, I was down in a trench shovelling out dirt from the bottom of a 
pool of water in search of apatite, feldspar, and the elusive titanite crystals.  
We ended up collecting a good number of apatite crystals up to over an inch 
in length and were fortunate to find a nice titanite crystal as well.  This is a 
must see site if you are ever in Ontario, as it is a place where if you are pre-
pared to work hard, you will definitely come away with some good materi-
als.  There are very large apatite crystals at this site, some of which are on 
display in various museums.  You are permitted to dig anywhere you want 
on the site, which is operated by the Bancroft Chamber of Commerce.  You 
can either work in an existing trench, or start your own.  Although there is a 
large network of trenches here, there is still lots of area yet to be explored.  
Just be prepared to get dirty and have good bug spray.  Diane and I used the 
mosquito netting over our faces for the first time, and it worked very well.  
We used the Watkins bug repellent which has lots of Deet, however, I did 
not put enough on under my shirt, and  ended up with 25 to 30 bites on my 
upper back. 
 
     We hope to get back to Bancroft perhaps in October to check out a few 
more of the field trip sites.  There is definitely lots to explore in this area, so 
we will keep you posted.  Next up: a visit to the Poland Mining Camp in Po-
land, Maine and a trip to Herkimer New York for Herkimer diamonds. 
 

♦ John Bowman, Eastern Correspondent. 
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Bear Lake Dig

The “Haul”


