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W hen reading various 
rock and mineral maga-
zines, we would always 
notice ads for Poland 

Mining Camps 
in Poland, 
Maine, and 
think that it 
would be an 
interesting 
place to visit 
but was too far 
away from 
British Colum-
bia.  Now that 
we are in Ot-
tawa, a visit to 
this camp be-
came a priority 
and we made 
arrangements 
to spend three 
days there in 
September. 
 
On our way to the camp we visited 
some places that would likely be of in-
terest to anyone interested in geology.  
In New Hampshire, we visited Franco-
nia Notch and Kinsman Notch.  As the 
names suggest, these places feature nar-
row passages in the granite with water-
falls running through them.  They were 
very beautiful to walk through.  The 

Kinsman Notch has a series of caves at 
the edge of the notch, which we ex-
plored including the “Lemon 
Squeezer”, which as you might guess 
was a rather tight squeeze to fit 

through.   
 
As we drove towards 
Maine, we also passed 
through Vermont and 
visited the Rock of 
Ages quarry operations 
in Barre (pronounced 
“berry”).  This part of 
Vermont has featured 
granite quarries for 
over a hundred years.  
The Rock of Ages 
quarry still operates, 
and includes a tour of 
the quarry and the plant 
where the granite is cut 
and polished for use in 
cemetery headstones 
and various industrial 
uses.  Although the 

quarry only operates during the week 
and we were there on a weekend, we 
could still tour the quarry.  It was quite 
interesting standing at the edge of a 600 
foot deep quarry and seeing the process 
that they use to remove the large blocks 
of granite.  If you go to Barre, also be 
sure to check out the Hope cemetery.  

(Continued on page 2) 

 
Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
 
   joblom99@gmail.com 
 
   *** new email *** 

Franconia Notch 
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This cemetery features rock headstones that are exclusively from the local quarries.  Originally, stonecutters 
from Italy came to this area to work cutting the stone from those quarries, and their work is on display in 
this cemetery.  Besides traditional headstones, there is everything from a Nascar stock car, to a soccer ball, 
to a book with writing on it, all carved in large granite headstones.  If you want to see some beautiful stone 
carving, be sure to check this place out. 
 
     We arrived at the Poland Mining Camp in time for dinner.  We were assigned one of the rustic cabins, 
which do feature a shower, fridge, and fireplace.  The fees to stay at the camp include all meals, your ac-
commodation and the services of a field trip leader who takes you to various quarries, none of which are 
open to the public. (You can also stay elsewhere and pay a fee just to tag along on the field trips.)   The first 
tourmaline was discovered in this area in 1821, so the quarries in Maine have been operating for well over 
150 years.  These granite pegmatites yield a variety of gems besides tourmaline, including aquamarine and 
beryl.  Some of the quarries were used to mine feldspar commercially in the past but all are now operated 
strictly for the gemstones. 

 
     Over the three days we were there we visited the Emmons Quarry, the various 
quarries on Mount Apatite, and the Bennett Quarry.  It is interesting to note that 
the minerals found differ somewhat from quarry to quarry despite their proximity 
to one another.  Since the host rock is very hard, the mine operators use explo-
sives to break up the rock.  Last year a large Aquamarine crystal was found in 
one of the Mount Apatite quarries.  Of course the crystal was no longer in one 
piece after it was exposed following the explosion, but it has a beautiful blue col-
our.  The pieces of aquamarine have been facetted and they will be sold at the 
coming Tucson show.  Some of the stones were for sale at the mining camp and 
Diane bought a small one. 
 

     At the Emmons quarry, we collected mica, apatite, beryl, black tourmaline and lithiophilite.  The mica 
here was mainly sheaf mica, and I collected a couple of nice sheafs of mica in matrix.  At Mt. Apatite we 
collected some nice garnets, cleavelandite, ball mica,(which is different from the traditional sheaf mica as it 
is made up of pillars), quartz, and I found one piece of coloured tourmaline, (not gem quality, but still nice 
to find.).  At the Bennett quarry, we found lepidolite, green mangan apatite, blue beryl, black tourmaline, 
and quartz with dendrites.  The weather was hot and sunny all three of the days we were at camp, which 
meant that things we really hot inside the quarries with the heat reflecting off the rocks. 
 
     While in the area, we visited the Perham rock and jewellery shop in West Paris, Maine, which is a must 
see as it features an excellent collection of specimens from the local quarries.  Just a few miles up the high-
way from this rock shop, there is a gem screening place at the side of the highway, where you can screen 
dirt from the Mount Mica area.  We did some screening there and got some small gemmy coloured tourma-
lines. 
 
     We enjoyed our time at the mining camp.  Our host, Mary Groves, is an excellent cook who kept us well 
fed and made sure that we were comfortable.  Our field trip leaders were helpful in explaining what materi-
als were available at each site.   There was not many other rockhounds at the camp while we were there, so 
the interaction between rockhounds in the evening was limited, however, during the summer months there 
are more rockhounds at the camp and more evening activities. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Newsletter: Members are encouraged to submit articles. 
  
Programmes: Linda F. 'we have a video tonight'. Linda also sug-
gested that at future meetings it would be good if members 
wished to talk about their involvement with lapidary and could 
also talk about their other hobbies. 
  
Membership: 39 people attended, 1 visitor and 2 new members. 
  
Old Business: we need workshop instructors. A course will be 
given to willing participants. We also encourage members to at-
tend that workshop sessions. 
  
New Business: Dave F. announced a beginners silversmithing 
course at 9:00am - noon starting Saturday October 25 (five ses-

sions). Space is limited to eight students. 
There will be other courses to follow. 
  
Michael E. reported he has two pieces of equipment to 
be sold or raffled to raise funds for the club. The dis-
cussion has been referred to the Executive Board. 
  
Submitted by Dave Foster, Secretary. 
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President: Michael E.   Welcome everyone, in order to speed up 
and maintain order at the meeting, we should direct questions 
through the chair, separate discussions can be held after the 
meeting. I would like to recognise and thank Linda Foy for all the 
work she did for the club over the last two years,please give her a 
big hand, Thank you .  
  
Secretary: Dave F. Received various magazines and handed them 
to the library. 
Newsletters from various clubs were received.       
  
Treasurer: Susan M. gave the financial report. 
  
Workshop: Dan C. Some new stones put on grinders. We need to 
enthuse members to attend workshops. Siggie R. reported 20' saw 
blade has been fixed. 
  
Ways and Means: John reported 25cents per ticket 
for slabs tonight. Also, that his wife had a baby 
girl. Congratulations to John and his family. 
  
Field Trips: Nick T. needs help as he is also the 
show chair. He will try to organize a trip for our 
club soon. 
  
Sunshine: Debbie C. visited Cliff Smith and en-
couraged others to visit but please contact Dorothy 
at 604-434-1748 to make arrangements. 
  
Show Chair: Nick T. reported our show dates 
March 13th and 14th (Spring Break) have been given to the soci-
ety. 
  
Publicity: Ana Maria T. has offered to help Nick with the show. 
  
Library: Harry C. not much to report but confirms there is a five 
book limit and no more books will be allowed until some are re-
turned.    
  
B.C. Lapidary Society: Elizabeth O. reported that the summer 
camp 2009 will be held at Tachick Lake resort, 24 Kms south of 
Vanderhoof.  Summer camp 2008 was attended by 57 adults and 
7 children. 
  
2009 Rendezvous: will be held at Winfield, BC, hosted by the 
1120 Rock Club, Kelowna. 
  
The 2009 Calendar: will cost $12.00 each 
  
Rep. to Centre: Michael E. there are lots of volunteers working for 
the centre but no where near enough to cover the workload. 
  
Social: Brigitte R. encouraged members to bring food for the next 
meeting.  

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
Oct. 23th, 2008 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds September 25th , 2008 
General Meeting Minutes  

Quarry on Mt. Apatite 
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President:    Michael Edwards        604-987-1471 
Secretary:    David Foster                604-291-9577 
Field Trips: position vacant 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu    604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                          (email)  joblom99@gmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Lost River Caves 

HCR Executive Committee  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

Some  very  positive  input  from  your executive.  The  minutes  of  ex-
ecutive  meetings  will  be  kept  in  a  three  ring  binder  in  the  work-
shop  for  all  to  peruse.  We  had  37  renewals  of  membership  at  last  
week’s  general  meeting, we  would  ask  everyone  who  has  not  yet  
renewed   to  do  so   soon  in  order  that  we  can  send  the  list  to  the  
B.C.  Lapidary  Society.  All  renewals  must  be  done  at  the  general  
meetings  so  that  membership  cards  can  be  issued  on  the  spot,  NO  
RENEWALS  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  IN  THE  WORKSHOP. 
 
Some  person  or  persons  unknown  have  been  doing  damage  to  the  
workshop  saw.  Our esteemed  instructors  informed  us  that  the  saw  
table  has  been  damaged  due  to  carelessness  or  not  knowing  how  to  
use  this  very  expensive  and  vital  piece  of  equipment.  The  solution  
is  to  only  have   the  saws  available  when  there  is  an  Instructor  in  
the  workshop.  A  suggestion  has  been  made  to  lock  the  saw  up  at  
other  times.  However,  we  feel  that  would  be  extreme unless  the  
damage  is  ongoing. 
 
We  are  again  appealing  for  volunteers  to  take  the  instructor  course  
so  as  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the  few  who  give  their  time  and  
effort  so  willingly.  Please  do  not  forget  that  these  individuals  are  
here  to  enjoy  and  share   their  hobby  and  knowledge  with  us  and  
deserve  our  respect  and  gratitude,  so  please  give  them  time   and  
space  to  do  their  own  work. 
 
 
David  Foster   has  volunteered  to  teach  a  beginner’s  silversmithing  
course  beginning  on  Oct.  25th  in  the  workshop.  Because  of  space  
limitations  he  will only  be  able  to  have  eight people  at  a  time.  
Please  contact  Dave  to  sign  up  for  this  course.   
 
Everyone seems on board with having our own web page. 

See a first draft of our blog/website at: 
 
http://HCRockhound.wordpress.com 

Late Breaking 
News 
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Upcoming BC Wagonmaster Field Trips 
 

For details go to….    http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/clubs.html 

November 1 & 2: “Silver-Pick” rock sale Saturday and Sunday, 10:00AM 
to 4:00PM 
Everyone is welcome to the garage sale of Rene Perriat from the Richmond club. 
For more information contact: Rene Perillat 604-276-8596 As a bonus, Harley Waterson 
will also be selling some of his surplus rock & slabs. 
At this driveway sale will be rough Jasper, Agate, Petrified wood, Slabs, Tumbled rock, 
and some equipment including a 10” and 24” saw. 
Location will be 10740 River Drive 
Easy to find! North end of Shell Road in Richmond! 
Mapquest link: 10740 River Drive 

December: No trips planned. 

January 11: (Sunday), Yale Bar.  
Meeting place will be the Bridal Falls Coffee Shop at 9:00AM.  
This will be a Fraser River gravel bar trip, so the appropriate tools are a rock hammer, 
squirt bottle, and something to carry your finds!  
For clothing, dress warm, in layers, with the expectation of rain, and wind. Good hiking 
boots are strongly suggested for walking over the rocky gravel bars. A thermos of your 
favourite warm beverage is also a good idea. 
As this is the winter time, we may get snowed out, so if it’s snowing, stay home. If there is 
no snow we will probably go to Yale bar, or perhaps a downstream bar if the Yale bar is 
covered. Finds on this bar can be Jade, Serpentine, Sillimanite, jasper, agate, and other 
assorted rocks. 
Official leader for this trip is Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289. 

February 8, (Sunday), Wahleach Bar,  
Or perhaps Yale bar if we get snowed out in January. The meeting place will again be the 
Bridal Falls Coffee shop at 9:00AM, and the tools, and potential finds are the same as the 
above Yale bar trip. 
Official Field Trip Leader is Walt Pinder, 604-826-2342 

The Wagon Masters will have a meeting at the Maple Ridge Show in Febrary, so we 
will have additional trips for the spring 

 
PORT MOODY ROCK & GEM CLUB 
October 25 & 26, 2008 
"Rock my World-The Personal Stories behind the Stones" 
Saturday & Sunday 10 am - 5 pm 
Kyle Centre 
125 Kyle Street, Port Moody, BC 
Admission by Donation 
For more information contact Shirley Edwards 604-931-6986 
Visit the club web page:http://www.portmoodyrockclub.com/annual_show.php 

 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
c/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

 
After a few days spent on the beautiful beaches of Maine and a day trip to Boston, it was time to head home, 
but not before a stop in Herkimer, New York to search for Herkimer diamonds.  We had been to Herkimer 
over ten years previous and decided to go back to the same place, the Ace of Diamonds Mine.  The quartz 
crystals, known as Herkimer diamonds, are found in pockets within the dolomite limestone.  Unless you are 

lucky enough to find them sitting on the surface of the ground, it 
is hard work breaking up the hard limestone with a sledge ham-
mer to find the pockets inside where the crystals are found.  The 
crystals did not seem to be nearly as plentiful this time as when 
we were at this site many years ago.  We found a few specimens 
in matrix as well as a few that were loose on the ground, but noth-
ing spectacular.  Our luck with good weather did not hold out at 
Herkimer, as we had a cloudy and rainy day to contend with, so 
we went home earlier than we normally would have. 
 
     We had a great time exploring the eastern states and hope to 
get back to Maine again in the coming years.  There are many dif-
ferent quarries to explore in Maine, including some that are open 

to the public.  If you are prepared to work hard and break up a lot of rock, it is possible that a nice tourmaline 
or some other gem could be found.     
 

♦ John Bowman, Eastern Correspondent. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 


