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L et’s get square.  Here is how 
I make some unique mod-
ern,“squarish”  jewelry 
I purchased 2 pieces of 

square silver tubing. One 3/4 inch 
square and the second 1/2 inch square. I 
cut them off in 1/4 inch lengths. 

 
 The 3/4 inch one get soldered onto a 1 
inch square piece of silver plate. I then 
pickle to clean up, and solder the 1/2 
inch square in at a 45 degree angle. 
Pickle and solder on a piece of 1/2 
round wire that I have bent back on it-
self to the back. The excess silver plate 
gets trimmed off. I file the edges down 
so that it just looks like a solid box. 
 

 Then I start grinding and fitting in 
pieces of jasper that are wider than the 
hole is deep. When finished fitting they 
get glued in with epoxy 330. At the 
same glue up job I have a short piece of 
arrow shaft coming out of the right 
sized hole in the top of a film canister. I 

add glue to the top and place the back 
part of the jewelry piece down on top. 
The following morning I can hang on to 
the dowel and start grinding down the 
front. It gets ground down to where all 
of the silver edges are showing a touch 
of wear. I have 3 other plates of finer 
diamond that I use one after the other 
on my flat lap to get rid of the scratches 
made by the last one. After all that I 
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can polish on the end of my cabochon making unit on wet leather with powdered polish added. I take them 
to my shop and have a grinder that I removed the stones from and replaced with soft wheels. One cleans the 
silver off and the other polishes it to mirror polish. I then remove the piece of shaft with a razor knife cut-
ting where it joins the silver. It just pops off clean like my cabochons do. I don’t  use wax. I polish the back 
by hand with silver polish. 
 
 The Burns lake area has about every color of jasper when we search widely enough. I have another with it's 
back glued to a short piece of arrow dowelling. I make my own arrow shafts. I test the spine of each I divide 
them into those that are too soft but great for kids,  those that are the right stiffness to shoot well with my 
bow and the third ones are too stiff for mine so are set aside for my gorilla friends. I can pick on either the 
too easy or too stiff. I quit using wax many years ago. I now use epoxy. I have absolutely no problem get-
ting them or cabochons off of the dowels. I never have them come loose on an operation. Much cleaner as 
well. 
 
 I have been steam casting silver rings and pendants. That stops when the cold weather arrives. I now have 
enough money in my bank account to purchase a centrifugal casting machine. I think I may order it today 
but pick it up at the B.C. Lapidaries show at Abbotsford in early April. 
 
I then can leave the opening into the ring chamber large which is easy. With steam casting the silver was 
melted right in the depression that led to the ring chamber. I had to have the openings tiny or the melted sil-
ver ran in part way and froze so that no more silver could get by. We cast 3 rings per day at the high-school 
before I retired. We used a centrifugal casting machine there. I will still use my almost kiln to melt the wax 
out and warm the container of filament. The silver gets melted in a crucible that is pushed up tight to the 
container 
 

♦ Richard Brown 

(Continued from page 1) 

Square Silver pendants continued. 

Richard (RK) Brown is an  
Active member of the 
Lakes District Rock and 
Gem Club. 
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Membership 

Membership runs from September to 
June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings Commu-
nity Centre is NO LONGER required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

 

HASTINGS CENTRE ROCKHOUNDS 
March 15 & 16, 2008 
Annual Rock, Gem & Jewelry Show 

"Kaleidoscope of Colours"Saturday 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 10 am - 5 pm 
Hastings Community Centre 
3096 E Hastings St. Vancouver, B.C. 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators 
Admission is free,(donations are welcome) 
For more information contact Nick Tsougrianis at 604-255-3232 

President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    position vacant 
Field Trips: position vacant 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Rocket 

Friday night we will need all the help we can get to set up 
for the show. 
 
 
Isabel Lopez would like some help at the membership desk 
during our show. 
 

Help Needed at our show. 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

April 27th Nicomen Plateau, 
Shaw Springs area: Located between Lytton, and Spences Bridge. 
This area is many square miles of volcanic area with agates sprinkled around. Bring your hammer, cracking 
hammer, squirt bottle, food, and appropriate clothing & footwear. Again, all vehicles should have no trouble 
navigating the backroads, and some people camp out in the area. 
The meeting place is the Lytton Esso on highway #1, at 10:00AM 
The leader for this trip is David Hunter, 604-826-5303,  Email:       davidhunter@telus.net 

As always, the trips may be changed, or due to weather or road conditions may be cancelled at the last min-
ute. Please check the BC Lapidary Society web site for updates! 

Tail-Gate Sale: 
Last September we organized a Tail-Gate sale, originally planned to be held at the parking lot of the Hastings 
Community Center. Due to the Vancouver Civic Strike, the Hastings Community Center was closed…..so, I 
moved the Tail-Gate sale to a Burnaby community center, which just happened to be having their own Tail-
Gate sale anywhere…. 
We had about 14 club members bring items out for the Tail-Gate sale, and we assisted in filling 41 of the 42 
dealer spaces at the center. A big thank you to everyone who brought out items to sell! I’m calling this a suc-
cess for a first time event, and I will organize another one for either the spring of 2008, or again in Septem-
ber, maybe both! I apologize if anyone missed the event due to the change of location. 
As it turns out, the logistics of using the Burnaby center might work out in our favor. They have multiple 
events like this each year, and they asked us to participate in their ”craft” oriented sale. They provided some 
people to bring out tables, and they managed the parking lot security and directing of traffic. The center had 
a food vendor , plus washrooms, handy for both the buyers, and the vendors! 
More info to follow. 

Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Fall/Winter 2007-08 
of the 
British Columbia Lapidary Society  


