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• The Authors, John 
Bowman, Lillian 
Brooks 

• To everyone helping 
set up the meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO        
 

I became interested in cutting rock 
slabs when I was in my early thirties.  
I took lessons at Don German's rock 
shop in North Vancouver for a couple 
of years.  Then I joined the North 
Vancouver rock club.  In it's hey-day 

it had over 40 members.  It gradually 
died out.  I was the last president of 
this club before it folded. 
 
I heard about the Hastings Club and 
heard they had a workshop, so I 
joined.  I was Secretary for several 
years, Social Director for several 
years, then Membership Chair.  I for-
got....I also did a small stint as the 
Historian.  Last year I retired as 
Membership Chair, except for filling 
in when necessary.  I am Vice Presi-
dent now and Member-at-Large.  

Both have very little work to do.  I 
appreciate this. 
 
My interests are in doing cabs and 
setting a few to wear, and give to my 
relatives, and doorprizes for the 

show.  I have an 
interest in col-
lecting crystal 
specimens....just 
to look at. 
 
I have been 40 
years a rock-
hound.  In my 
early days I col-
lected rocks on 
the Fraser River 
and my parents' 
house and yard 
had quite a col-
lection.  When I 
moved to an 
apartment I de-

cided to keep some rocks - not many, 
and invited the North Van rock club 
to come and get it.  It soon vanished. 
 
I don't collect on the bars anymore.  I 
collect at the rock shows, mostly 
slabs.  As you can imagine, I have a 
lot of slabs.  I have to slow down and 
make a lot of cabs of what I have. 
 
Be seeing you at the rock show! 
 

♦ -Lillian Brooks 

 
Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
 
   jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Dave Capstick  
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We are now getting settled into our new home in Ottawa.  Of course it was just our luck to arrive in Ottawa 
just in time for the largest snowfall for the month of December that has ever occurred in this city! 
 
Needless to say, field trips are out right now, but we made it to our first meeting of the Ottawa Lapsmith 
and Mineral Club a few days ago.  It was the night of their big auction, so we didn’t get to visit with people 
much but we joined the club and participated in the auction.  The club has its own premises on the street 
level alongside some commercial enterprises at the bottom of an apartment building.  They have a work-
shop that looks well equipped, and they hold quite a few training classes in their workshop.  They also do 
field trips, which we are looking forward to going out on. 
 
It is always interesting seeing what people pay for rocks and minerals at auction.  It was notable that good 
cutting material went for much higher prices at this auction that what we would see in Vancouver.  For ex-
ample, a fist sized chunk of snowflake obsidian went for $26 and a small piece of mahogany obsidian went 
for $13.  A fist-sized chunk of rhodonite from BC went for $21 .  We were thinking we should have brought 
more cutting rough with us from BC to donate to the club but unfortunately most of it is in storage back 
home. 
 
Diane commented that Ontario rockhounds aren’t as cheap as the ones in BC, but I would never suggest 
that.  They just don’t have as much cutting material here as we do so they are prepared to pay more for it.  
For example, there were three small chunks of decent sodalite that went for $10, which was not a bad deal.  
There were a couple of nice lots of tourmaline including three two inch rainbow tourmaline crystals that 
went for $60 and some pieces of Quebec tourmaline that sold for $44.  (Diane bid on both of them but was 
too cheap to get them). 
 
One very interesting feature of this auction were two 3” round pieces of Victoria Stone, (one blue and one 
green).  This is a very rare man-made stone that is no longer manufactured because the person who invented 
it passed away without telling anyone how he made it.  It is much sought after by collectors.  The blue piece 
went for $140 and the green one was a real steal at $70.  It was interesting seeing what some of the local 
specimens look like, such as bronzite, tigerite, hackmanite, and sodalite.  They even sold an old Geiger 
counter, which comes in handy when collecting in Ontario as there are a number of sites where you will 
come upon radioactive minerals. 
 
We are looking forward to getting out and doing some rockhounding.  Stay tuned for articles on the Ban-
croft Gemboree, Herkimer diamond collecting, hopefully a trip to the Ste. Hillaire, Quebec area, show re-
ports from Ottawa, Montreal and perhaps Toronto, and who knows what else.  Diane is going to the biggest 
bead show in North America in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in June. 
 
We enjoy hearing from you via email at yalakomite@hotmail.com.  Please come by for a visit if you are 
ever in the Ottawa area. 
 

♦ John Bowman 
 

Greetings from Ottawa 



  
Showcase: Ana Maria T.  Bring colourful rocks to the next gen. 
meeting to put in the showcase for the theme of show. 
  
Library: Henry C. Both Henry and Linda now have keys to the 
library. We will clean out the magazines next month and have 

them for sale at the General meeting. 
  
History: Jackie W.  Brought the album of previous 
shows for ideas and would like more photos taken 
please. 
  
Rep to Centre: Michael E.  Need to have more involve-
ment in the General membership esp. for the meeting 
coming up.  Draft was made up stating future funding 
allocation to community centres.  We need to have 
more local people to get more funding.  Talk about 
Vanoc wanting to take away the parking lots from the 
association (money comes from the proceeds).  Our 
centre is the top of the list for new building.  (AGM is 

March 5th/08  WE NEED ALL OUR MEMBERS TO ATTEND 
AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE!) 
  
Meeting adjourned 8:50 p.m. 
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General Meeting Jan. 24th, 2008 
  
  
President: Linda F.  Welcome everyone, thanks for attending.  
Our attendance is down and we have to stress that attendance to 
the meetings is mandatory to use the workshop.  Sorry for the 
lost minutes to the last Rocket, hopefully it will 
not happen again.  Thankyou Dan for the article 
on your love of our hobby; Lillian Brooks has vol-
unteered to write her story. 
  
Vice President: Lillian B.  She will be chairing the 
executive meting next Wednesday because Linda 
will be on a holiday. 
  
Treasurer: Sue Mc. Reported on the balance.  She 
has been staying at her daughter's place but has 
been home to receive messages- call her if you 
need to hand in receipts.  
  
Programming: No one here- Debbie C. will bring geology tapes 
from home so we can have something at least.   Next month we 
will have grab bags stuffing as the program- Linda will arrange. 
  
Field trips: Bill N.  Yale bar was a success, with lots of rocks 
moved around.  It was a beautiful sunny day and the snow melted 
away nicely.  Sun. Feb. 3rd next trip to Yale bar; Harley Water-
son is the leader (9am Bridal falls).  Bill is moving to Sooke in 
March and we need a new fieldtrip leader. 
  
Sunshine: Debbie C.  A motion was made (and passed)  to donate 
$100.00 to the A.L.S. society in Pat McElgunn's honour.  We also 
observed a moment of silence for all he had done for the club. 
  
Membership: Lillian B.  Isabel is in Chile- 25 people signed in and 
we have 4 renewals.  Have designed a new system for door prize 
with balls instead of slips of paper. 
  
Newsletter:  Linda F.  Deadline for articles is usually the week-
end after the executive meeting and should be the 10th of Feb. 
this month.  Get your articles to Art as soon as possible. 
  
Showchair: Nick T.  Show is soon!  Sign up for showcases, tables 
etc.  there is a waiting list for tables from outsiders, so let Nick 
know as soon as possible.  A show committe was formed to help 
Nick get it all done.   
  
Publicity: Ana Maria T. newly designed flyers printed up, please 
get them out.  She needs someone to help her distribute the flyers 
out to the community.  Scan and sending them to your contacts 
and friends would help too. 
  
Workshop:  Siggie R. Lots of work has been done and more needs 
to be done too.  Talk about the dop iron being left on- maybe can 
buy a safer system?  Also the sink is "ready to give up the biscuit"  
Linda will see what she can do with the centre on that and find 
out why our new taps turn themselves off. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
February 28th, 
2008 7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre January 24th, 2008 General Meeting Minutes  

Our     Hastings Rockhound 
Show 
 

March 
  15-16th 
Club members are asked to help with the 
Setup on Friday March 14th 5 p.m. 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    Judy Chen                  604-689-5568 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is NO 
LONGER required for Club 
Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

 
 I must put out to our members that we need your help, the club cannot 
thrive without your help.  The executive committee needs new helpers to 
fill in the void that the Bowman's  and others have left behind.  Now is the 
best time to start your participation in your club.  Most clubs that I know 
of (not just rockhounds) demand member participation.   We at the rock-
hounds have let people help out as they can, but now we can no longer 
survive if you don't help out.  I desperately need a secretary to take the 
minutes and get them to Art for the newsletter.  As president I have other 
duties and the Member at large does also.  Why is it the members of the 
Hastings Centre Rockhounds think that the club does not belong to them?  
Fellowship brings with it a feeling of belonging; a sense of pride in the 
club; and the hobby we (you) are doing.  If we do not have a secretary 
there will be nothing to put in the newsletter and there will not be infor-
mation shared and no reason to have the meetings at all!   The Rock-
hounds are not just the workshop and the annual show.  The requirement 
to use the workshop is to attend at least 3 of 5 meetings and yet I see peo-
ple in the workshop and not at the meetings (I also see people at the meet-
ings and not in the workshop)- Please Participate......The cost of our mem-
bership just covers the cost of insurance and newsletter, and as a non 
profit group the value is in the fellowship of the members!!  I hate to come 
down hard, but this is the way it is.  Maybe we should have the member-
ship go up to $50. for those who just get the newsletter and do nothing 
else for the club but be a number, give those who give every moment they 
can freely a token membership amount.  Would that get more helpers?- or 
more money to maybe pay those to do the work required.  Would a paid 
secretary (or any) position get more response?  Again I am desperate, I 
was secretary for enough years and really think someone else should be 
capable enough to do it-if I can do it, anyone can.  If you are new to the 
club please don't be shy there are others to show you the way and we all 
had to start somewhere, I remember when Karl F. came up to me at a cof-
fee time social and asked if I would like to help out at the executive and I 
said I would try.  We are not alone and need everyone's help..... 
 
Thanks for letting me rant and I really hope that you will help.    

A Plea from our President 
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BC Wagonmaster Field Trips  

Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Fall/Winter 2007-08 
of the 
British Columbia Lapidary Society  
 
 
 
March 15 ( Saturday ) Harrison Lake fossils.  
Up the west side of Harrison Lake are some clam and belemnite fossils available for collecting. The 
clam fossils are plentiful, and are just about “all-you-can-carry”…..belemnites not so plentiful. 
Tools are usual clothing, hammers, and larger boulder cracking hammers, and chisels if you have 
them to bring. Bring a lunch/snack and your camera! 
Meeting place is the parking lot of the Sasquatch Inn at 9:00AM., 
This is on Highway #7 at the town of Harrison Mills. This is west of Agassiz. ***DO NOT GO TO THE 
TOWN OF HARRISON LAKE**** The Sasquatch Inn is precisely at the exit to the Hemlock Valley 
Ski area. 
If you don’t know how to find this, please consult a map! 
The location is some 30+ KM off of the main highway on gravel backroads, fully passable by cars. 
Please have ample fuel, and some snacks & beverages. 
The leader for this trip is Gord Pinder from Maple Ridge club, 604-870-4779  
April 27th Nicomen Plateau, 
Shaw Springs area: Located between Lytton, and Spences Bridge. 
This area is many square miles of volcanic area with agates sprinkled around. Bring your hammer, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle, food, and appropriate clothing & footwear. Again, all vehicles should 
have no trouble navigating the backroads, and some people camp out in the area. 
The meeting place is the Lytton Esso on highway #1, at 10:00AM 
The leader for this trip is David Hunter, 604-826-5303, E mail  
 
As always, the trips may be changed, or due to weather or road conditions may be cancelled at the 
last minute. Please check the BC Lapidary Society web site for updates!  
Tail-Gate Sale: 
Last September we organized a Tail-Gate sale, originally planned to be held at the parking lot of the 
Hastings Community Center. Due to the Vancouver Civic Strike, the Hastings Community Center 
was closed…..so, I moved the Tail-Gate sale to a Burnaby community center, which just happened 
to be having their own Tail-Gate sale anywhere…. 
We had about 14 club members bring items out for the Tail-Gate sale, and we assisted in filling 41 of 
the 42 dealer spaces at the center. A big thank you to everyone who brought out items to sell! I’m 
calling this a success for a first time event, and I will organize another one for either the spring of 
2008, or again in September, maybe both! I apologize if anyone missed the event due to the change 
of location. 
As it turns out, the logistics of using the Burnaby center might work out in our favor. They have multi-

(Continued on page 6) 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

ple events like this each year, and they asked us to participate in their ”craft” oriented sale. They 
provided some people to bring out tables, and they managed the parking lot security and directing of 
traffic. The center had a food vendor , plus washrooms, handy for both the buyers, and the vendors! 
More info to follow.  
 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

For Sale: 
 

Ernie Hughes Games, of the Lapidary Club of West 
Vancouver has retired from his lapidary and silversmithing 
hobby and has many items for Sale. These include: 
 
6 wheel ¼ Hp Genie c/w polisher 
12” Block saw 
6” Trim saw TS8 Lortone 
1/15 Hp Procraft model 175 Polish & Buffer 
Foredom variable speed flexible cable unit. 
 
For more information phone 604-835-2548 or email 
psmit@citytel.net or wehg@telus.net  
 

Voctoria Stone Pendant 


