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Hello, my name is Dan, the Workshop Man. 
I think you call me other things too, that's 
probably because I sneaked among you Rock 
Hounds through the back door.  As I was getting 
close to retiring, I was looking for a hobby that 
would give me pleasure, test my talents, and 
give me some challenge.  I did not look for more 
work, for I had plenty of that. 
As it happens, one of my wife's circle friends was 
a student in Lilian Castle's silversmith class, so 
in late summer 1998 I was the 'fresh student' 
with Lilian.  Immediately, Lilian ordered me to 
join the Hastings Centre Rockhounds, and do 
some cabs, (the only cabs I knew then were 
Taxis).  So...being a good student, I 
joined the club and took to it like a 
duck to water. 
I always liked rocks, and I look for ag-
ates around Babine Lake in the '60's; 
arrowheads and fossils around Lake 
Ontario in the '70's with little re-
search and planning involved.  The 
HRC blew me away. These people 
took rockhounding seriously; there 
were Geologists, Fieldtrip Trail Mas-
ters, Workshop Instructors, and an 
Executive to boot. 
The next Spring, I displayed a couple 
of pieces with Lilian's Silversmith 
Class showcase at the Hastings Show, 
that I thought was grand.  A few 
weeks later, I went to the Abbotsford 
Show and to this day, I think it was phenome-
nal.  I was like a kid in a candy store so many 
fantastic displays, and lots of dealers with good-
ies.  Even Lilian (who we went with) was im-
pressed with all the slabs I bought from her 
friend, Fergy. 
Another source of great pleasure for me is the 
going on field trips, and everybody seems to at-
tack the field with lots of energy and enthusi-
asm. By the end of the day, there is no rock left 
unturned or wacked.  I have a particular prob-
lem on these outings right from the start.  I was 
on the Fraser Bar with David Bridge (he was a 
Geologist that knew his rocks), and he showed 
me a whiteish rock pearcing through the sand. 
"This is a nice piece of Muttonfat" he said and 

showed me the nice blue pockets of  Lazurite 
(another fancy ward I got from Cliff).  After 
scratching some sand off the rock, Dave 
whacked away "It was too big" he said, No prob-
lem I said...so I dug about a foot and rolled this 
70+ lb extra large watermelon-sized rock some 
80 feet to the car.  Dave felt obliged to help me  
hoist it in the trunk for a slice in return for this 
service.  This was not the last time I bit off more 
than I could chew. 
The next step for me was to join the Executive.  
Karl taught me all about running the Rock 
Show, which I chaired for three years. 
It is always a pleasure to take part in these ac-

tivities because everybody has such good fun 
helping here and there, and ending up feeling 
good for pulling off another successful event. 
All along I have created a lot of nice things out 
of rocks and silver; and my family and friends 
have more pendants, necklaces, and earrings to 
show off, so it does not feel like I have retired 
after all. 
Lately you can find me in the Work Shop, fixing 
and cleaning equipment and instructing work-
shops several times a week.  Come and see me at 
work sometime, it's fun! 
Dan Constantinescu 

 
Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
 
   jblomquist@hotmail.com 
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This past spring (May '07) we fulfilled Marilyn Olson's dream of travelling to 
Greece and Marilyn Maxwell's desire to revisit a country she loves.  We had a 
chance to do some rockhounding as an added bonus!!! 
  
We were told the town of Lavrion, a few hours south of Athens, was an area to 
check out for interesting minerals in the tailings from an old mine.  We bravely 
rented a vehicle in Athens and made our way out of the city towards the coastal 
route after stopping for many directions along the way.  Before reaching Lavrion 
we stopped at the Temple of Poseidon near Cape Sounion-a beautiful antiquity on 
the stunning Greek coastline.   
  
Upon reaching the small town of Lavrion we tried to find the site following the 
sketchy map we had.  Backtracking a number of times, we asked several people 
for directions including the local police and a woman at the Archaeology Museum.   
She seemed to understand what we were looking for and sent us off in search of 
what she referred to as the "black mountain" near a taverna on the outskirts of 
town.  However, as we still couldn't see a "mountain" we stopped at the little tav-
erna to ask for more directions.  Unfortunately no one spoke English and we did-
n't know the Greek word for "rock" or "minerals" or "black mountain"!After leav-
ing the taverna and thinking we would never find the site, to our amazement we 
saw a large pile of black rocks just beyond where we had parked the car.   Won-
dering if this could possibly be the "black mountain" we went to investigate.  We 
started to search through the area and after a couple of hours scouring the 
"mountain" in the heat we managed to find a few nice pieces of Dolomite crystals 
with Azurite.   Our first attempt at rockhounding in Greece was a complete suc-
cess!!!!! 
  
A few days later we were off to visit some of the many islands in the blue Aegean 
Sea.   We island-hopped using the ferries from Paros known for its beautiful 
white marble (Marilyn M. actually has this marble on the floor in her powder 
room!!!)   to Naxos where we rented a car ( we'd learned how to drive the Greek 
way!!!!).  We explored the many little mountain villages and gorgeous beaches 
collecting rocks and shells along the way.   Next stop...spectacular Santorini-red 
and black volcanic cliffs, black sand beaches and breathtaking views.   On Fole-
gandros-one of the smallest and least "touristy" of the islands- we took a boat tour 
with stops at several beautiful beaches perfect for rockhounding.   
  
We spent a few days on Mykonos before taking a fast ferry to our last stop, Tinos- 
a large island where a car rental was a must to see all the sights.   Navigating 
this island was a real challenge for us as very few people speak English and all 
the road signs are in Greek.  One day we drove around the island in search of 
Livadi Beach known for its beautiful rocks. We never did find the beach that day 
but had great fun trying and met many kind people along the way.  Determined 
to find this beach we headed out the next day and ventured further along a steep, 
narrow, dirt road that we had driven the day before. ( our hotel owner told us we 
had been on the right road but just hadn't gone far enough).  It was well worth 
the effort- surf, sand, rocks and shells-a perfect ending to our rockhounding ad-
ventures on the islands.  The hospitality and generosity of the Greek people made 
this holiday so very special for us.  A dream come true-rockhounding in Greece-
who could ask for anything more!!!!!! 
 

♦ The “Marilyns” 
  

Rockhound Profile 

Santorini Greece.  No worries about rock-
fall here... 

Livadi Beach with some local 
“RockHounds” 

Dolomite crystals with Azurite 

Due to a computer gremlin there are 
no minutes for this edition.   Next Meeting: 

Thursday, 
January24th, 
2007 7:30 pm 
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Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is NO 
LONGER required for Club 
Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

B.C. Lapiday Society 2008 Club Shows 

 

 

  

  

MAPLE RIDGE LAPIDARY CLUB 
February 16 & 17, 2008 
"Everything Jade" 
Saturday 10 am - 6 pm, Sun. 10 am - 4 pm 
St. Andrew's Church Hall 
22165 - Dewdney Trunk Road 
Maple Ridge,B.C. 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators, Food & Beverages 
Admission by donation 
For more information contact Irene Gross, 604-4666-8607V or 604-466-
4983 at the club, if no answer, please leave a message 
E mail: Irene Gross. Irene_gross@yahoo.ca 

ALBERNI ROCK & GEM CLUB 
March 8 & 9, 2008 
"Gem & Mineral Craft Sale" 
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 10 am - 4 pm 
Cherry Creek Hal, corner of Moore Rd & Cherry Creek Rd. 
Port Alberni, B.C. 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators Adults $2.00, children under 10 free 
with an adult 
For more information contact Dan Mooney at 250-724-2832 
or e mail: Dan Mooney:  dmoo@shaw.ca 

HASTINGS CENTRE ROCKHOUNDS 
March 15 & 16, 2008 
Annual Rock, Gem & Jewelry Show 
"Kaleidoscope of Colours" 
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm, Sun. 10 am - 5 pm 
Hastings Community Centre 
3096 E Hastings St. Vancouver, B.C. 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators 
Admission is free,(donations are welcome) 
For more information contact Nick Tsougianis at 604-255-3232 
or e mail: Nick Tsougianis:  nickstolos@yahoo.com 

           
McELGUNN Patrick (Pat) passed away December 1st, 2007 at St. Paul's  Hospital with his wife Susan 
and family at his side. Lovingly remembered by sisters Judi (Patrick), Noreen (Jim); brother and  sis-
ter-in-law John and Barb; nieces and nephews and many wonderful friends. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the ALS Society of BC greatly appreciated. Funeral Services will be held December 12th, 2007, 
2:00 pm at First Memorial Boal Chapel, 1505 Lillooet Road, North Vancouver, 604-980-3451. Pat will 
always be alive in the happy  memories of his family and friends.  

In Memorium 
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BC Wagonmaster Field Trips  
 Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Fall/Winter 2007-08 
 

February 3: Yale Bar again  
Just in case January’s trip is snowed out! If we do get onto Yale bar in January, we may go to a differ-
ent bar for February. 
Meeting place is the Bridal Falls Coffee shop, at exit #135 on Highway #1 9:00AM. 
Trip leader: Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289, harleywaterson@hp.com 

March 15 ( Saturday ) Harrison Lake fossils.  
Up the west side of Harrison Lake are some clam and belemnite fossils available for collecting. The 
clam fossils are plentiful, and are just about “all-you-can-carry”…..belemnites not so plentiful. 
Tools are usual clothing, hammers, and larger boulder cracking hammers, and chisels if you have 
them to bring. Bring a lunch/snack and your camera! 
Meeting place is the parking lot of the Sasquatch Inn at 9:00AM., 
This is on Highway #7 at the town of Harrison Mills. This is west of Agassiz. ***DO NOT GO TO THE 
TOWN OF HARRISON LAKE**** The Sasquatch Inn is precisely at the exit to the Hemlock Valley Ski 
area. 
If you don’t know how to find this, please consult a map! 
The location is some 30+ KM off of the main highway on gravel backroads, fully passable by cars. 
Please have ample fuel, and some snacks & beverages. 
The leader for this trip is Gord Pinder from Maple Ridge club, 604-870-4779 

April 27th Nicomen Plateau, 
Shaw Springs area: Located between Lytton, and Spences Bridge. 
This area is many square miles of volcanic area with agates sprinkled around. Bring your hammer, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle, food, and appropriate clothing & footwear. Again, all vehicles should 
have no trouble navigating the backroads, and some people camp out in the area. 
The meeting place is the Lytton Esso on highway #1, at 10:00AM 
The leader for this trip is David Hunter, 604-826-5303, davidhunter@telus.net 

Tail-Gate Sale: 
Last September we organized a Tail-Gate sale, originally planned to be held at the parking lot of the Hastings 
Community Center. Due to the Vancouver Civic Strike, the Hastings Community Center was closed…..so, I 
moved the Tail-Gate sale to a Burnaby community center, which just happened to be having their own Tail-
Gate sale anywhere….We had about 14 club members bring items out for the Tail-Gate sale, and we assisted in 
filling 41 of the 42 dealer spaces at the center. A big thank you to everyone who brought out items to sell! I’m 
calling this a success for a first time event, and I will organize another one for either the spring of 2008, or again 
in September, maybe both! I apologize if anyone missed the event due to the change of location. 
As it turns out, the logistics of using the Burnaby center might work out in our favor. They have multiple events 
like this each year, and they asked us to participate in their ”craft” oriented sale. They provided some people to 
bring out tables, and they managed the parking lot security and directing of traffic. The center had a food ven-
dor , plus washrooms, handy for both the buyers, and the vendors! 
More info to follow.  
 


