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know. 
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Hello my name is Linda and I am a rockhound- 
 
 ha ha that sounds like a confession and I guess it is be-
cause sometimes being a rockhound is pretty obsessive.... 
sometimes compusive but totally awesome all the time. 
 
When I was a child I, like most children, loved the pretty 
rocks and was always bringing them home in my pocket.  
I had a rock garden to put my special rocks in since I 
was not allowed them in the house.  My home situation 
was not the best and had to hide my love for pretty 
things.   When I moved on my own I allowed myself to 

have some stones, but not too many, or too big.  While I lived in Kitsilano, I had a roommate 
that was a geologist and going to U .B. C. for architecture and he encouraged me to have 
what I want in life....Well,  we were living between Heart and Soul and Amethyst Creations 
and the pretty rocks they had between them were just so tempting to me.  I started buying all 
I could afford at the time.  Then one day there was this most beautiful crystal I had ever seen 
and I just had to have it; I paid for it in installments - not just because it was more than I had 
ever paid for a rock, but because I had to get used to the idea of having such a beautiful piece 
of earth's creation in my possession.  Somehow I never knew that there were a whole group of 
people out there in the world that would totally understand what this love (or lust) was doing 
to me and how it would take over my world.  I had not at that time ever planned my holidays 
around places to see rocks or collect them.  Before that time, if I found or saw rocks I was like 
an observer looking in, not a fanatic looking out.  
 
 Later I worked for a crystal wholesaler and also sold stones at craft fairs swap meets and the 
like.  I also sold special stones to those who were interested in working their energies and 
unlocking the messages within. One day I was going down Hastings street and the sign was 
up announcing the up coming annual show.  I wanted to be a dealer, but they had all the 
dealers they needed....would I like to come to a meeting?  Yes I would ( I figured the next year 
I could get a member table rate anyway).   WELL-   when I walked into the community hall I 
saw people just like me, but they had rocks on their laps, they had rocks on the tables, they 
even had all sorts of books on rocks so I could learn all I wanted to about the hobby of Rock-
hounding!   These were my kind of people!  I was fascinated  and hooked all at the same time.  
Thank you for helping me and showing the way and having fun with me while I learn and 
laugh and grow.  That is what it means to me to be a rockhound. 

♦ Linda Foy 

Rockhound Profile 



Newsletter: Linda F.- Please send your e-mail address 
to Jo-Ann if you would like the newsletter to come to 
you that way (cost of mailing and hard copy vs. email) 
  
Show chair: Nick T.- Need to set a date for the show; 
Easter and spring break are not in line, so hopefully we 
can get a good weekend. 
  
Social: Brigitte R.- November is the wine and cheese 
party and we need LOTS of goodies as usual, Nick will 
get the wine.  
 
Showcase: Anna Maria Tsougrianis is the new person 

and she would like to change the showcase 
for the next meeting.  Liz O. will help to get 
the present displayed rocks to their rightful 
owners- call her to pickup or they will be dis-
tributed at the Nov. meeting.  
 
Library: Harry C.- No key; so no library to-
night. 
 
Ways and means: Bill N. (filling in for John)- 
7 prizes tonight. 
  

Rep. to Centre: Michal E.- we all need patience to get 
the centre up and running.  there was loss of $. in the 
form of fees and parking.  There is a new treatment fa-
cility proposed for the Hastings East area and there is 
talk of negative impact to surrounding area. 
  
Delegate to society: Liz O.- she went and all  is good 
with the society.  Portmoody club show Sat/sun. Kyle 
centre. 
  
Meeting adjourned 8:40 p.m.  
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President: Linda F.- I am gearing up for the next show 
and am in the proccess of making the stuffings for the 
grab bags- who will make them?  It is an easy way to 
help out the club and if you are a sewing type individ-
ual then it is fun as well.  We seem not to have the key 
for the library and I will look into having at least one 
spare somewhere so we can have a library open. 
Secretary (position vacant): Linda F.- There are the 
usual newsletters and a whole bunch of magazines for 
people to read.  the Lapidary journal has changed it's 
name (and format?). 
   
Treasurer: Sue M. (absent)- Linda F. re-
ported on balace; if anyone needs money 
for receipts call Sue. 
  
Workshop: Siggie R.- Grinding wheels that 
needed care are done; please take care 
when grinding rocks and keep the wheels 
staight for others to use as well.- there is 
still lots of work to do.  Also on the trim 
saw do not push too hard if a motor moans 
it means that it has to work too hard and it 
is straining- be gentle and patient let the 
saw ( or any machine) work at it's own pace! Thanks. 
There was talk of suspending the Wednesday evening 
workshop (just before the meeting at end of month) be-
cause there is not much attendance.  The other meet-
ings are well attended- also need a regular person for 
Saturday session (no instructor, just supervisor) 
Beader's group (10 a.m. to 1p.m.) will start up again 
and Debbie Cleveland will open up the workshop. 
An instructors class will be put on to help spread the 
knowledge and experience of the workshops.  Dan C. 
will arrange a time and let us know (it will probably be 
a Wed. evening). 
  
Field trips: Bill N.- B.C. lapidary society field trips Oct 
27th to whistler; Nov 18th to union bar, and maybe a 
Dec. trip to Jade West.  There will also be a trip to yale 
bar in January (13th) that Bill will lead. 
  
Sunshine: Debbie C.- Please contact her for any events 
etc.  She would like to acknowledge birthdays etc. but 
you have to let her know.  604-420 4143 
  
Membership: Isabel L.- 25 members tonight with 2 new.  

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
November 22th, 
2007 7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre October 25th, 2007 General Meeting Minutes  
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    Judy Chen                  604-689-5568 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is NO 
LONGER required for Club 
Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

Club Shows 2007 - 2008 
of the 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society  

 

SHUSWAP ROCK CLUB 
November 23, 2007, 10am - 3pm. 
"Christmas Sale" 
Sorrento, BC  
For more information E mail: Pat Boden  

MAPLE RIDGE CLUB 
February 16 - 17, 2008 
"Everything Jade" 
Sat. 10am - 5pm, Sun. 10am - 4pm  
St. Andrews United Church 
22165 Dewdney Trunk Rd. Maple Ridge, BC 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators, Food & Beverages 
Admission by donation 
For more information contact Irene Goss 604-466-8607 
or 604-466-4938 at the club, if no one answers please leave a message. 
E mail: Irene Goss 

VICTORIA LAPIDARY & MINERAL SOCIETY  
March 14 - 16, 2008 
"Annual Rock & Gem Show" 
Fri. 1 - 9pm, Sat. 10am - 6pm, Sun. 10am - 4pm  
Leonardi Da Vinci Centre 
195 Bay Street, Victoria, BC 
Displays, Dealers, Demonstrators, 
Admission: Adults $5, Students & Seniors $4, Family of 4 $10, 
Children under 6 free 
For more information contact Don Myer 250-381-3356  
E mail: Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society 
or visit the club web page: Victoria Lapidary & Mineral Society  
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BC Wagonmaster Field Trips  

Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Fall/Winter 2007-08 
of the 
British Columbia Lapidary Society  
 
 
Sunday November 18 
Will be a Fraser River bar trip, to the gravel bar called Wahleach. 
At the Fraser River bars there are a plentiful array of collectable materials! Almost everything in the 
gravels will take a polish! What can be typically collected are jasper, serpentine, nickel silicate, and 
some additional materials such as thulite, and the elusive Jade! 
The gathering place for this field trip will be the Bridal Falls coffee shop attached to the Shell gas 
station. This is on Highway #1, exit #135, between Chilliwack, and Hope, at the same exit as the 
Agassiz cut-off. 
If you miss the exit on the highway, you will go by Dusty’s Dinotown, and the Shell gas station, just 
take the next exit, and drive back along the frontage road.  
The meeting time is 9:00AM, so don’t be late, as 9:00AM is when we leave to Wahleach bar. 
What to bring: Warm clothing, wet weather gear, good footwear such as hiking boots, rock hammer, 
something to carry your treasures, and a water filled squirt bottle. Some snacks, or warm beverages 
would be nice if the weather is cold or wet. 
This is suitable for everyone, as it is a just a short easy walk from where we park the cars. 
This trip will be led by De Morgan, 604-599-6938, E mail  
 
December, 9, or 10,  
Since everyone is usually busy for the holiday season, we have chosen to set up a “Silver-
Pick”….we will have a trip to a lower mainland location just as a buying trip….no location is con-
firmed, but will likely be one of the jade wholesalers, and members will be able to buy chunks of jade 
at a great price point. More info later once we confirm! 
This will be led by Bob & De Morgan, 604-599-6938, E mail  
 
Sunday january 13: Yale Bar  
In January, the water levels in the Fraser River are usually low enough so that we can walk out onto 
the Yale Bar. This bar has the same array of materials as the Wahleach bar, with a higher rate of 
fresh material each year! 
I have certainly found the most interesting things on this bar, including my first ever piece of jade! 
Again, bring the usual cold and wet weather clothing. Sometimes for this time of year we may get 
snowed out. If there is a snowstorm, just stay home. If there is just some light snow up by Hope, 
sometimes the Yale bar is covered, but downstream bars may be fine for hunting…..if this is the 
case, we’ll go to a different gravel bar. 
Meeting place is the Bridal Falls coffee shop, at exit #135 on Highway #1 at 9:00AM. 
Leader for this trip is Bill Needoba, 604-451-7701, E mail  

(Continued on page 6) 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

 
February 3: Yale Bar again  
Just in case January’s trip is snowed out! If we do get onto Yale bar in January, we may go to a dif-
ferent bar for February. 
Meeting place is the Bridal Falls Coffee shop, at exit #135 on Highway #1 9:00AM. 
Trip leader: Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289, E mail  
 
March 15 ( Saturday ) Harrison Lake fossils.  
Up the west side of Harrison Lake are some clam and belemnite fossils available for collecting. The 
clam fossils are plentiful, and are just about “all-you-can-carry”…..belemnites not so plentiful. 
Tools are usual clothing, hammers, and larger boulder cracking hammers, and chisels if you have 
them to bring. Bring a lunch/snack and your camera! 
Meeting place is the parking lot of the Sasquatch Inn at 9:00AM., 
This is on Highway #7 at the town of Harrison Mills. This is west of Agassiz. ***DO NOT GO TO THE 
TOWN OF HARRISON LAKE**** The Sasquatch Inn is precisely at the exit to the Hemlock Valley 
Ski area. 
If you don’t know how to find this, please consult a map! 
The location is some 30+ KM off of the main highway on gravel backroads, fully passable by cars. 
Please have ample fuel, and some snacks & beverages. 
The leader for this trip is Gord Pinder from Maple Ridge club, 604-870-4779  
April 27th Nicomen Plateau, 
Shaw Springs area: Located between Lytton, and Spences Bridge. 
This area is many square miles of volcanic area with agates sprinkled around. Bring your hammer, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle, food, and appropriate clothing & footwear. Again, all vehicles should 
have no trouble navigating the backroads, and some people camp out in the area. 

(Continued from page 5) 
 


