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• The Authors, John  
Bowman 

• To everyone helping 
set up the meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO        
Dust Devil Mine, Plush 
Oregon 

A fter staying home last year, 
we decided to take the trip 
down to the Oregon desert 
for some rockhounding.  

On the agenda was the rock show in 
Prineville, digging for sunstones near 
Plush, perhaps some precious opal dig-

ging in Virgin Valley, Nevada, and 
then the Madras Pow-Wow, for their 
show and field trips. 
 
     We arrived in Prineville after a long 
drive featuring bad traffic on 176th 
Street, and a long border line-up   We 
caught the tail end of the Prineville ro-
deo and prepared to go to the rock 
show the next morning.  The show was 
a pretty good sized one, with a large 
number of dealers.  We bought a few 

rough Condor agates from a dealer who 
is from Argentina, which Diane later 
cut into some nice slabs.  It is hard to 
beat a condor agate for their bright vari-
ety of colours and excellent banding.  
One dealer had some beautiful geodes 
from Mexico with unusual stalagmite 

growths inside them.  
They were very expen-
sive and unique.  We hit 
the rodeo that night and 
drove to Lakeview the 
next morning. 
 
     We then drove down 
to the sunstone digging 
sight beyond Plush, Ore-
gon and dug for sun-
stones at the Dust Devil 
Mine.  We had in the 
past dug some beautiful 
stones there.  The own-
ers kindly serve lunch 

for the diggers and have a covered area 
where you can get away from the sun.  
Unfortunately, the pit was smaller this 
year than when we were there last and 
there was no space to be had along the 
wall where the best stones usually 
come out of.  We dug and screened 
where we could and found a few stones 
with some colour but no bright reds or 
greens.  We found lots of clear sun-
stones including a few large ones.  The 
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Rocket Page 2 

weather was not as hot as usual, which made the experience more bearable.  We bought a few red sunstones 
from the mine owners, who sell them at reasonable prices to people who come to dig. 
 
     We decided to travel to Virgin Valley, Nevada the following day to visit the Rainbow Ridge precious 
opal dig.  We decided to work the tailings this time rather than pay the big bucks for a shovel or virgin dirt, 
which we did a few years back.  Fortunately for us, the mine owner had picked that day to give people dig-
ging in the tailings a bonus.  He distributed shovelfuls of virgin dirt on top of the tailings.  Within a few 
hours, we had found more excellent pieces of precious opal then we had ever found before.  We were very 
happy with our find, and afterwards went to the rock shop at the minesite to purchase glass containers with 
rubber stoppers to keep our specimens in.  (The opal from Virgin Valley must be kept in water or else it will 
dry out and crack). 
 
     On our last day in Lakeview, we decided to visit the Hart Mountain antelope refuge and go to a sight 
called Flook Lake, which I had read about in a Rock and Gem magazine article.  Flook Lake is a large dry 
lake bed on which you find small pieces of jasper, common opal, petrified wood, and obsidian.  True to its 
name, the antelope refuge was full of antelope. There were so many by the road that you had to be careful 
not to run into any of them with your car as they did not seem to pay much attention to traffic once they de-
cided to run across the road.  We found the dry lake without much trouble.  A herd of antelope left once we 
arrived so we had the large lakebed to ourselves.  It was not difficult to find all kinds of jasper and common 
opal scattered on the surface, although they were generally in tumbler-sized pieces.  We also found small 
amounts of black obsidian and petrified wood.  While at the park, we explored the natural hot springs by the 
camping area.  When we got to the hot springs there was a couple using them.  The man was not wearing 
any clothes so I walked away, however, Diane went into the enclosure and had a conversation with the cou-
ple.  When I later spoke to Diane, she advised me that she had not noticed that the guy was sans clothing! 
 
     We then traveled to Madras to take in the shows in Madras and Sisters.  We explored what the dealers 
had to offer and ended up buying a few items.  At the Sisters show, Diane found a bead supplier from Cali-
fornia and got a few things.  Over all, there was nothing much new that caught my eye.  The one thing that 
continues to amaze me going to all these shows is how few of the dealers take the time to properly display 
what they are selling.  Despite the fact that the material being sold is often highly priced, there is no effort 
to properly sign what is being sold in many cases and no originality whatsoever in how items are displayed.  
The common practice is to load as much as you can into your designated space and hope that people know 
all about what you are selling.  Little attempt is made to educate people about the various rocks on display.  
Despite the advent of the computer and the resulting availability of low-cost signage, many rocks are dis-
played using barely readable signage, no graphics, no colour and no imagination.  There were a handful of 
dealers who attempted to create an attractive display such as a couple who combined photography and jew-
ellery who had signage describing what they were doing and telling a bit about themselves. 
 
     We decided to go on one of the field trips to the Marsden ranch for jasper/agate.  At this site, the rancher 
digs out dirt with a bulldozer and deposits it for rockhounds to go through looking for the jasper/agate.  
There is usually plenty of material in various color combinations and some very large pieces, which were 
hauled away in pickup trucks.  The charge was a dollar a pound, and I picked up ten pounds with red and 
green colour.  It had rained as we came up the road to the site and we wondered whether the dirt road would 
stand up to the traffic but we made it up thanks to Bill Needoba’s four-wheel drive Suzuki.  The rain contin-
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• Historian: Jackie Walker: reminded Siggi to give 
her pictures from our show. 

•  

• Ways & Means: John Prychon: have four rows of 
slabs and a gem tree as prizes tonight. 

•  

• Rep to Centre: Michael Edwards: at recent meeting 
there was discussion about strike.  Do not expect 
the arbitrator’s recommendations to be voted on for 
another couple of weeks.  There is concern that the 

Centre may lose some of its staff who have 
found other jobs and may not come back.  
Dan and Siggi will have the opportunity to 
go into Centre to check our equipment one 
night next week hopefully. 

•  

• Rep to Society:  October 21st is the next 
general meeting of the Society, which will 
be conducted during the Richmond club 
show. 

•  

• Programming: Jackie would like to do a show and 
tell at the next meeting. 

•  

• New Business It was reported that a former mem-
ber of our club, Pearl Fletcher, recently passed 
away. 

•  

• Meeting adjourned at 7:54 pm. 

•  

•  
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Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding. 
 
President: Linda Foy: tonight we will have an auction 
with items from the estate of Maxine Lewis.  Half the 
proceeds go to the club and half to Maxine’s estate.  
We will also have a bottle draw and wine and cheese 
social.                                    
Meeting called to order at 7:32 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding 
 
President: Linda Foy: thanked members 
for coming to meeting at a different loca-
tion due to strike at the community cen-
tre.  Thanks John and Diane Bowman for 
their work for the club as this is their last 
meeting before they go to Ottawa.  Re-
member to send articles to the Rocket 
about what you did during the summer. 
•  

• Membership: Lillian Brooks: twenty 
nine are signed in tonight.  We have two door 
prizes.  Remember to sign up for your membership 
tonight. 

•  

• Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on the balances 
in our account. 

•  

• Field Trip: Bill Needoba was absent.  There was a 
trip to the McAbee fossil site last weekend.  See 
newsletter for coming trips. 

•  

• Social: Brigitte Rohde: arranged volunteers to bring 
goodies for next meeting. 

•  

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
October  25th, 
2007 7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds September 27th , 2007 
General Meeting Minutes  
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 

Secretary:    Judy Chen                  604-689-5568 

Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 

Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   

                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  

ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 

                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 

                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 

Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 

Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

PORT MOODY ROCK & GEM CLUB 
October 27 - 28, 2007 
"Annual Gem Show" 

Saturday & Sunday, 10am - 5pm  
Kyle Centre 

125 Kyle Street, Port Moody, BC  
Displays,Dealers, Demonstrators, Food & Beverages 

For more information E mail: Andrew Danneffel" 
or visit the club web page: Port Moody Rock & Gem Club 

MAPLE RIDGE CLUB 
February 16 - 17, 2008 

"Everything Jade" 
Sat. 10am - 5pm, Sun. 10am - 4pm  

St. Andrews United Church 
22165 Dewdney Trunk Rd. Maple Ridge, BC 

Displays,Dealers, Demonstrators, Food & Beverages 
Admission by donation 

For more information contact Irene Goss 604-466-8607 
or 604-466-4938 at the club, if no one answers please leave a 

message. 

Club Shows 2007 - 2008 
of the 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society  



Page 5 Rocket 

BC Wagonmaster Field Trips October 2007  
Exploration 
Adam Villalbazo from the Surrey club is willing to go on exploratory trips. 
Adam is trying to set up a Sat./Sun. overnighter trip for exploration in the Lillooet area and one 
later in the Vernon area "when the weather is perfect for camping". More details to follow on the 
dates. 
Contact Adam if you have a location to explore, or want to go out on a weekend to check some 
areas! 
If you are interested joining Adam on any of these trips 
phone Adam at 604-599-5495 or E mail : rckhound@telus.net 

No trips are yet planned for October, and the WagonMasters will have a planning meeting at the Richmond Gem Club 
show in October. Likely a Fraser river trip will be organized for October. 

For updated information, please visit the BC Lapidary Society Web site at http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 

We wish we could have been at the last meeting.  We 
would liked to have joined in the send-off of John and 
Diane Bowman.  We're sure you’ve heard by now that 
they are moving to Ottawa.  Might even be already 
gone by the time you read this. 
 
To John & Diane:  
 
We just want to say how much we’ve enjoyed being a 
part of this club with you.  We've had so much fun 
laughing and getting to know you, but we also appre-
ciate and admire your dedication to this fellowship.  
Not to say that there aren’t many hard working mem-
bers of our club, but in the few short years since we 
joined we have sure noticed all you do.  For that, we 
thank you.   
 
Even though we will miss you, we are a little envious 
of all the new territory you will be exploring over the 
next 3 years.  It's a pretty exciting part of the country, 
geologically speaking, so maybe you'll let us know, 
every now and then, of your adventures.  And you 
never know.  We might just show up at the Bancroft 
Gemboree next August.  Now that'd be a hoot! 
 
      - Art & Jo-Ann Blomquist    
 
PS:  Thanks to Siggi for taking these photos. 
 
 

The Bowmans, See you later... 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

ued on and off while we were up there but it did not take long to collect all the jasper we wanted and we were 
able to head back after a few hours.  This material takes a good polish so it is much sought after by lapidary 
hobbyists. 
 
     We concluded our rockhounding with the Marsden trip and ended up going to Cannon Beach for a couple 
of days of relaxation before making the trip home.  As usual, we had a great trip to Oregon and we intend to 
keep coming back.  This is an interesting area with lots to do besides rockhounding so it is a great place to take 
your family or spouse if they are not into looking for rocks.  Next for the Bowmans is a trip to Newfoundland, 
where we might get a little rockhounding squeezed in.  I will keep you posted. 
 

♦ Submitted by John Bowman 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

We desperately need articles.  This is your newsletter so tell us your stories.  Some Ideas are:  
♦ What got you interested in rockhounding.  
♦ Your latest Lapidary Project. 
♦ A field trip you went on. 
♦ A trip you would like to go on. 
♦ What do you do with your finds. 
 
You name it.  If you’re interested in it other people will be also. 


