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W hile our recent trip to 
Newfoundland was not 
a rockhounding trip, we 
did see a number of 

things related to geology and rock col-
lecting that should be mentioned.  The 

geology of Newfoundland is very inter-
esting making the province a must-see 
for anyone who likes rock formations 
and geological oddities.  Newfoundland 
is made up of three separate pieces, 
each with its own geology.  The west-
ern part of Newfoundland was formerly 
part of North America, the eastern part 
was formerly a piece of Africa, and the 
central part is made up of sediments 

that were brought up from the ocean 
floor when the province was formed. 
 
     We started our trip by driving to 
Gros Morne park on the western shore 
of Newfoundland.  This area is known 
throughout the world for its unique ge-

ology.  It was a geolo-
gist by the name of 
Baird that recommended 
to government that the 
area be made into a park 
due to its geology.  This 
park is one of only three 
places in the world 
where the earth’s mantle 
rises through the surface 
of the earth.  In the ta-
blelands area of the 
park, you can see this 
phenomenon.  The rock 
is stained brown on the 
surface as a result of the 
metal inside leaching 
out.  Underneath the sur-
face, the rock is a deep 

green colour.  (The park would proba-
bly not like you to remove the surface 
of the mantle to see what is underneath, 
so you will have to go to the Geo Cen-
tre in St. John’s to see what it looks like 
inside.)  Park guides hold regular tours 
of the tablelands area, and you should 
try and take advantage of their exper-
tise if the timing works out.  Another 
area of the park that would be of inter-

(Continued on page 2) 

 
Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
 
   jblomquist@hotmail.com 

“This park is one of only three places in the world where the 
earth’s mantle rises through the surface of the earth.  In the table-
lands area of the park, you can see this phenomenon” 
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est to rockhounds is Green Point.  This area is famous geologically because there is a spot right on the 
beach where two different geological periods can be seen in the rock right next to each other.   On one face 
is rock from the Ordovician period and next to it is rock from the Cambrian period.  There are fossils in 
both sections of rock although I did not see anything spectacular from a collector’s point of view.  (You are 
not allowed to collect fossils in the park).  
 
     The Western Brook Pond area of the park is also very interesting from a geological point of view.  This 
is a 16 km. long “fiord” that is accessible only by taking a boat tour.  The tour is well worth it as there are a 
few waterfalls and spectacular scenery as you travel alongside steep cliff faces on both sides.  This is not 
technically a fiord because it is filled with fresh water, but it sure looks like one.  
 

     On our way to St. John’s we decided to stop at a fossil locality near the 
town of Conception Bay South at a place called Manuels River. Trilobite 
fossils are frequently found in this location.  You are allowed to collect 
specimens that have weathered out of the rock face but you cannot dig any-
thing out of the rock.  We had no collecting tools, however, there was lots 
of loose material to go through. There is a nice trail running along both 
sides of the creek and the fossils are found on both sides.  There is a large, 
steep slope on one side where the fossil material is weathering out of.  A 
light hammer and chisel would be really handy for splitting the sheets of 
shale to find the fossils.  We broke apart some pieces by hand and found 
some partial trilobites.  The office at the site has a good collection of fossils 
found at this location, including many large trilobite specimens.  With the 
proper tools, there is a good chance that you could find a nice trilobite 
specimen with a few hours work.   
 
     In St. John’s the must-see site is the Geo Centre, a modern facility lo-

cated in the Signal Hill area that is devoted to explaining the geology of Newfoundland.  Before you even 
go in the centre, don’t forget to check out the large specimens located outside the building.  There is a large 
block of anorthosite, which is the rock in which Labradorite is found.  This large specimen from Labrador, 
is filled with small bits of Labradorite.  (There are also some nice Labradorite specimens inside the Geo 
Centre.)  There are also blocks of rock from the tablelands, however, the inside metals have leached out and 
covered up the green rock that was originally exposed when these blocks were cut.  You have to look at the 

pieces inside the Geo Centre to really see what the inside looks like. 
 
     Inside the Geo Centre, you will quickly notice that one wall of the facility 
is the actual rock face that is part of Signal Hill.  The tour guides explain the 
composition of the rock and take you through the various hands-on exhibits.  
There are lots of rock specimens to looks at and by the time you leave, you 
will have a good understanding of the geology of this province and why it is 
so unique.  There is a very good gift shop that even sells specimens of New-
foundland minerals as collected by geologists at the centre.  We bought a 
small piece of virginite, a green mineral that takes a nice polish and looks a 
bit like nickel silicate.  (Although we did not get there on this trip, if you are 
ever in the Corner Brook area of Newfoundland, make a point of visiting 
Meyer’s Minerals in Pasadena, Newfoundland.  He has some beautiful large 
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sume ticket sales at September meeting. 
 
Rep To Centre: Michael Edwards: Reported on issue 
of parking revenues and mentioned that the Commu-
nity Association had rescinded our permission to hold 
tailgate sale in the Centre parking lot. 
 
New Business: Bowmans, Tsougrianis’ and Needo-
bas not at meeting as they were at Madras for Pow 
Wow.    Elections were held (results on page 4 of this 
newsletter). 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.   
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Meeting called to order at 8:00 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding. 
 
President: Linda Foy: tonight we will have an auction 
with items from the estate of Maxine Lewis.  Half the 
proceeds go to the club and half to Maxine’s estate.  
We will also have a bottle draw and wine and cheese 
social. 
 
Secretary: Deb Cleveland (filling in for John Bow-
man): No report.  (Thanks Debbie, for taking min-
utes). 
 
Treasurer:       Linda Foy:  (for Sue 
McElgunn): reported on balance in our 
accounts. 
 
Program:  No program tonight as we are 
having the auction and bottle draw. 
 
Field Trips: Latest trip schedule is pub-
lished in this month’s Rocket newsletter. 
 
Sunshine: Linda Foy: Eva was in hospital for back 
surgery.  Jackie Walker and Michael Edwards are 
now both out of the hospital and here tonight. 
 
Membership: Isabel Lopez: 34 members here tonight.  
We have two door prizes.  Membership fees are due 
at the September meeting. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: Thanks for the food.  Re-
quested volunteers for September meeting.  Asked 
people to bring items already cut up on a plate. 
 
Historian: Jackie Walker: needs pictures from club on 
field trips, etc.  Bring to September meeting. 
 
Ways & Means: John Prychon: no tickets sold today 
as we have rock auction and bottle draw.  Will re-

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
Sept  27th, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds June 28th , 2007 
General Meeting Minutes  

Be sure to watch the news on the ongo-
ing Civic strike.  If the CUPE strike has 
not been settled, the Centre will be 
closed.  In that case, our meeting will 
take place at Kiwassa Neighbourhood 
House, 2425 Oxford St (Oxford & 
Nanaimo), from 7 to 9 pm.  Please come 
early as we have to be out at 9:00 
SHARP. 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    Judy Chen                  604-689-5568 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
Editor:  Art Blomquist               250-699-8083 
                                             (fax) 250-699-8084 
                             (email) ablom@lakescom.net 
Mail:  The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako BC  V0J 1L0 
Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary 
Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Wednesday 
 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Depending on 
Civic Strike 

Newfoundland Anorthosite 

Vice President: Lillian Brooks   604-985-4393 
 
Treasurer:  Sue McElgunn   604-253-7888 
 
Programming:  A.J. & Ginette Maisonneuve 604-789-4641 
 
Sunshine:  Debbie Cleveland  604-420-4143 
 
Membership:  Isabel Lopez   604-324-4484 
   Dean Cormin   604-431-7474 
 
Social:   Brigitte Rohde   604-941-0300 
   Marilyn Maxwell  604-736-3056 
   Marilyn Olson   604-291-0820 
 
Showcase:  Vacant 
 
Library:  Harry Chiu   604-294-0328 
 
History:  Jackie Walker   604-435-4326 
 
Ways & Means: John Prychon   604-582-6471 
 
Publicity:  Ana Maria Tsougrianis 604-255-3232 
 
Member at Large: Elizabeth Courtney  604-515-7200 
 
Rep to Centre:  Michael Edwards  604-987-1471 
 
Delegates to Society: Liz O’Hea   604-943-0812 
   Marilyn Maxwell  604-736-3058 
   Heather Rhodes  604-988-4998 

HCR Executive Committee 2007—2008 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
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BC Wagonmaster Field Trip report September 2007  
 

For details go to….    http:www.lapidary.bc.ca/clubs.html 

September 23: MacAbee fossils. 
Gordon Pinder is leading a trip to the Macabee fossil location, which is be-
tween Cache Creek and Savona. 
The meeting place will be the Husky parking lot in Cache Creek at 
10:00AM. 
Tools are a hammer, brush, knife, and packing materials for your finds. 
Don’t bring newspaper, as the ink may rub onto your specimens. 
For more information contact: Gord: 604-870-4779. 

Exploration 
Adam Villalbazo from the Surrey club is willing to go on exploratory trips. 
Adam is trying to set up a Sat./Sun. overnighter trip for exploratoration in 
the Lillooet area and one later in the Vernon area "when the weather is per-
fect for camping". More details to follow on the dates. 
Contact Adam if you have a location to explore, or want to go out on a 
weekend to check some areas! 
If you are interested joining Adam on any of these trips 
phone Adam at 604-599-5495 or E mail: rckhound@telus.net 

No trips are yet planned for October, and the WagonMasters will have a 
planning meeting at the Richmond Gem Club show in October. Likely a Fra-
ser river trip will be organized for October. 

For updated information, please visit the BC Lapidary Society Web site at: 
http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 

Club Shows 2007 - 2008 
of the 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society 

 
FRASER VALLEY ROCK & GEM CLUB 
September 29 - 30, 2007  —  Aldergrove 
 
 
SURREY ROCKHOUND CLUB 
September 29 - 30, 2007 
 
 
RIPPLE ROCK GEM & MINERAL CLUB 
September 29 - 30, 2007  —  Campbell River 
 
 
RICHMOND GEM & MINERAL CLUB 
October 20 & 21, 2007 
 
 
PORT MOODY ROCK & GEM CLUB 
October 27 - 28, 2007 

Did you go to Summer 
Camp this year? 

 
How about writing an article 

about it. 
 

The rest of us are curious. 
 

Inquiring minds need to know! 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

pieces of polished Labradorite that are as nice as any I have ever seen, as well as polished virginite and other 
Newfoundland minerals). 
 
     While we didn’t have time for much rockhounding, we still enjoyed looking at the unusual geology of 
Newfoundland.  Perhaps next time we will try and find some of the fluorite localities in Newfoundland and 
maybe take a trip to Labrador to see if we can find any Labradorite.  Newfoundland is a beautiful place for 
rockhounds, and anyone else who loves nature.  Be sure to go there if you ever get the chance. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Western Brook Pond, Newfoundland Green Point 


