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 T he 2007 Rendezvous was 
held in the small commu-
nity of Roe Lake which is 
located about a 45 minute 

drive from 100 Mile House.  While this 
was a little farther than usual for Lower 
Mainland clubs to get to, we still had a 
pretty good turnout of almost 200 rock-
hounds from across the province.  I 
think the largest turnouts were from the 
Shuswap and Abbotsford clubs.  Our 
club (Hastings), had eight members 
registered, which was a few less than 
usual. 
 
     Those who did attend were treated 
to some decent weather (better than 
what they had in the Lower Mainland) 
and all the ingredients for a great Ren-
dezvous: good field trips, an excellent 
auction and bucket raffle, one of the 

better dinners that we have had in 
awhile, and great hospitality from the 
Interior Zone clubs who hosted the 

event.  It was great to see other clubs 
such as Yellowhead, Thompson Valley, 
and Shuswap helping out the host club, 
Interlakes, to make sure the event was a 
success. 
 
     Our trip to Roe Lake was unevent-
ful, but we did see some bighorn sheep 
and deer right by the highway.  We 
stopped at our usual spot, Horsting’s 
Farm near Cache Creek, for a snack, 
and arrived in Roe Lake in time to start 
registering people for the event.  Our 
first field trip on Saturday was to the 
Needa Lake agate site.  Under sunny 
sky, we climbed up a steep elevation 
following Mike Bolivar who went up 
the hill in Mountain Goat-like fashion.  
After doing some digging and not find-
ing that much, I concentrated on scrab-
bling back and forth across the talus 
slopes and had much more success 
finding agates on the surface.  After a 
few hours, I 
had picked up 
a few good-
sized pieces 
and it was time 
to head back.  
The auction on 
Saturday eve-
ning went very 
well, raising a few thousand dollars for 
the Lapidary Society and the Interior 
Zone.  There were some great pieces up 
for auction including some that were 
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If you would like a copy of 
our club's membership 
list, please send me an 
email.  If you don't have 
email, then please let Isa-
bel Lopez know and she 
will send me one on your 
behalf.  Then I will mail a 
copy to you. 
 
Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
 
   jblomquist@hotmail.com 
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donated by the Marshall family in memory of their parents, who operated a rock shop in Vancouver for 
many years.  This included some excellent chrysocolla, a large slab of Biggs jasper, and a piece of bright or-
ange Alabama agate, which I had never seen before. 
 
     The Sunday trip that we went on was to Lac La Hache for datolite.  Again, we had sunny weather and a 
beautiful setting right beside the lake.  I was able to find a number of nodules of datolite by digging beside 
the lake including a fist-sized chunk that was one of the larger pieces that I had seen from that location.  It is 
always nice to find different material from the usual agate and jasper.  There were also specimens of agate 
and zeolites from this location.  As was the case at Needa Lake, most people seemed to find some good ma-

terials and everyone enjoyed themselves.  Although 
we did not get to the Fawn Lake trip, which was at 
the home of Mike Bolivar from the Interlakes club, 
we heard that people really enjoyed that trip.  Mike 
salted his large yard with specimens and buried 
thundereggs from the Blackdome site.  This was a 
great site for younger kids as they were able to find 
a variety of minerals without a long drive or lots of 
digging.   Mike also fired a few rounds from his 
“chicken cannon” on Sunday to the delight of both 
the large and small kids in attendance.  Thanks 
Mike for all of the work that you put in, which pro-
vided a great experience for everyone attending. 
 
     The bucket raffle had a large number of very 
nice prizes and I was fortunate to win a few items.  
The roast beef dinner that followed was one of the 
better dinners that we have had at a Rendezvous for 
some time.  There was plenty of food that tasted 
great and homemade cheesecake for dessert!  The 

Annual General Meeting of the Lapidary Society went off without a hitch.  Walt Pinder from the Maple 
Ridge club moved up from First Vice President to 
President, replacing Harley Waterson from the 
Richmond club, who was at the end of his two-
year stint as President.  Our new Third Vice-
President is Pat Boden from the Shuswap club. 
 
     Speaking of the Shuswap club, they will be 
hosting the next Rendezvous, which will be in 
Chase.  The last time the Rendezvous was held in 
Chase, (2002), it was a very successful event that 
we enjoyed attending, so make a point to get 
there for the May Victoria Day weekend in 2008.  
 
♦ Submitted by John Bowman 
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“we climbed up a steep elevation following Mike Bo-
livar who went up the hill in Mountain Goat-like fash-
ion. “  



Lake. 
 
New Business:  The Geode Man will be holding an 
open house on June 9th and 10th.  Lapidary Society 
Directories are available now.  Norma Gill will be 
doing a gem tree workshop this Sunday at the club 
workshop.  The Gem and Mineral Federation of Can-
ada will be holding their annual show in BC this year 
at Winfield on August 18th and 19th, (flyers were dis-
tributed). 
 

Volunteers for the nominating committee 
were Linda Foy, Dan Constantinescu and 
Michael Edwards. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:11 pm.   
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Meeting called to order at 7:42 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding 
 
President: Linda Foy: we will need to get volunteers 
for our nominating committee at the meeting tonight 
as our elections are next month.  There will also be an 
auction and a bottle draw at the June general meeting, 
as well as wine and cheese night. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received newsletters from 
Campbell River, Richmond, and Burnaby clubs as 
well as Rock and Mineral magazine, and 
emails regarding stolen lapidary equip-
ment from Parksville and large tumblers 
for sale. 
 
Ways & Means:  John Prychon: have 
four rows of rock as prizes tonight. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: gem tree is 
door prize.  We have 26 members and 
two guests here.  Lillian is retiring as 
Membership Secretary after this year. 
 
Workshop: Siggi Rohde: blade is finished for saw.  
The switch is also fixed on the small saw.  We need 
more workshop supervisors. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: we made $213 at the rock 
auction.  Reported on balance in our bank account. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: wine and cheese is next 
month so everyone should bring something to eat.  
Nick will get the wine. 
 
Rep To Centre: Michael Edwards: remember to keep 
door to saw room closed if no one is in the room. 
 
Programming: AJ Maissoneuve: showing a CD to-
night with photos from the recent Rendezvous in Roe 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
Sept  27th, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds May 24th , 2007 
General Meeting Minutes  

Some items from the estate of Maxine 
Lewis have been donated to the club with 
any proceeds to be split between the club 
and Maxine's sister, Jo.  
 
There will be an auction of several lots at 
the meeting on June 28th including some 
wonderful crysophrase, lapis, coral pieces, 
jade etc., etc.  
 
We would also like to entertain offers on a 
tool box ful of smithing tools and a box of 
silver bits and pieces and accessories.  
Any reasonable offers accepted. 
 
 Please call or email: John or Diane  
Bowman:   604-421-1068 or 
 yalakomite@hotmail.com. 

Estate Sale 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary 
Workshop hours 

Workshop hours for July and 
August will be Monday eves 
ONLY - 6:30 - 9:30. Closed on 
July 2nd and August 6th due to 
holiday Mondays. Regular 
hours will resume after Labour 
Day, September 3rd.  

New 
Times 

My brother Paul and I are sorry to inform 
you that our brother Ian McEwen died on 
May 13th. Paul and I are in Fort St. James 
right now trying to sort things out. Every-
thing is a bit of a mess at the moment (you 
know Ian!) so I decided that email would 
be the most expedient way to inform his 
friends and fellow rockhounders.  
sincerely, Mary Anne McEwen 

In Memoriam: 
Well another year has flown by.  This year has had it's trials and 
tribulations and it is amazing that we still have most of our members 
in one piece.  Just remember that as we get older that small rock (or 
not so small) that we have to carry back to the car half a kilometer 
away is dead weight!  Maybe it is time to let some of the younger 
folks carry some of the burden.  June is elections time and this year 
when we phone to see who will stand for office, we (I) will not be 
asking what would you like to do, but what WILL you do?  It can not 
be the same people carrying the burden in our hobby, in our club, at 
our community centre, we need YOU now.  I am honoured to do the 
small tasks asked of me and think nothing of helping in any way I can 
to help this club stay alive at Hastings Centre.   Come to the meet-
ings, come to the workshop, even if it is only to socialize, get in-
volved in this club that you have signed up for.  We need everyone's 
participation, let's make this club so much fun that people will want 
to line up and join.  Let's have fun at the wine and cheese party (bring 
some goodies to share) and PLEASE sign up to volunteer in your 
club.        
  
Just to  let everyone know we have the bottle draw happening again 
at the general meeting. Remember to bring a bottle of anything you  
want to put on the table and you can win ---it's always lots of fun.  
Also this meeting will feature an auction.  The items up for bid are 
from a donation from Maxine Lewis's sister.  Most items will have a 
minimum bid price and John Bowman has bundled them together into 
lots.  There are about 20 items available such as  slabs, various nice 
rough rock and some specimens.  I have the items with me and will 
act as auctioner since John and Diane will be in Madras at the time of 
the meeting.  Take care and have a nice summer, I will let you know 
of the results of the general election and who is the new executive.  
 

♦ Linda Foy 

President’s Report 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  



Page 5 Rocket 

BC Wagonmaster Field Trip report May 2007  
June 16 & 17 Buse Lake for Blue Agate.   This is a claimed area, so this is an excellent 
opportunity to dig for that fabulous deep blue agate that is similar to the south African 
“blue-lace” agate that is actually grey-blue.    The Buse Lake blue agate is indeed blue. 
The location is a few miles outside of Kamloops on easily accessible back roads with a 
crossing through some private ranch lands.   The meeting place is the PetroCanada gas 
station, a few miles east of Kamloops on highway #1, at the Barnhartvale road exit, 
9:00AM. 
Tools for this location are digging tools, such as shovel, small pick, spray bottle, and rock 
hammer.  You can pick up the odd surface piece, but digging in the loose gravel is essential! 
For those with self contained RV’s or tenting, there will be a dry camp not too far from the location ( away 
from the barnyard for sure! ) 
For motel dwellers, there are a number of hotels in Kamloops, only 15 or so minutes drive. 
For dry camp information, please e-mail Win Robertson at winrob@shaw.ca 
Win Robertson is also the field trip leader.   250-376-4878   
 
July 14 Hill 60 Vancouver Island for Rhondonite.  Hill 60 is a long time Rhodonite mine no longer in commer-
cial production, and we have a field trip organized to visit the mining claim,  by permission of the claim 
holder. Hobbyist amounts of rhodonite can be collected at no charge.  The claim overlooks lake Cowichan.    
The meeting place is at the gas station at the intersection of the Island Highway, and Highway 18, 10:00AM. 
It is not recommended to bring a car, nor low pickup.  The roadway into the location is barely a road, more like 
a smooth creek bed.  Pickup or 4-wheel drive is recommended for this location. 
Tools for this are boulder cracking tools.  There are a large number of rhodonite chunks laying around, but all 
are oxidized to black.   You will need a hammer and chisel to chip corners to look for the best pink color, and 
bigger boulder bashing tools if you need to break up large pieces or to work at the main exposed rock face. 
The leader for this trip is Bob Morgan from the Surrey Club  604-599-6938 
 
August 6-10 ( the week after the long weekend )  is the annual “summer camp”  this year held at Tsingkut 
Lake which is about a ½ hour drive south of Burns Lake.   This will be HQ’d at the Beaver Point Resort.    
This area has a number of interesting rocks from agates, to jasper, t-eggs, and even some fire opal.  Bring the 
kids, your fishing pole, and have a great week with lots of fresh air, and rockhounding! 
The primary contact for this is Win Robertson with her band of field trip leaders from the local area.  The Bea-
ver Point resort has camping spots for tenters, or RV’s, and a couple of cabins for rent.   For motel dwellers 
like me, you could stay in Burns lake and drive out to meet the group each morning. 
 
Also in August is the GMFC show this year held in Winfield!   Dealers, Displays, and demonstrators.   This 
will be held at the Winfield Memorial Hall o August 18 and 19. 
 
September 9 is a new event hosted by the BC Lapidary Society: Tail Gate sale at the Hastings Center parking 
lot near the corner of Renfrew and Hastings street in Vancouver. 
This event is a new one, so please come out and sell some rock related items as a vendor, or come out to see 
what everyone has as surplus goodies!  There will be a minimal charge for a “space” with partial proceeds to 
go to the Hastings center for the use of the parking lot.   Further details will be released over the next couple of 
months….start thinking about that surplus rock, minerals, crystals or finished items or tools you would like to 
unload!   The tailgate sale is also open to dealers as well!   Please RSVP if you plan to sell items at the tailgate 
sale. 

(Continued on page 6) 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

This is being organized by Harley Waterson,  604-590-3289,  harley.waterson@hp.com 
 
 
September 23:  MacAbee fossils.  Gordon Pinder is leading a trip to the Macabee fossil location, which is be-
tween Cache Creek and Savona.   The meeting place will be the Husky parking lot in Cache Creek at 
10:00AM.   Tools are a hammer, brush, knife, and packing materials for your finds. Don’t bring newspaper, as 
the ink may rub onto your specimens.    Gord: 604-870-4779. 
 
Adam Villalbazo from the Surrey club is willing to go on exploratory trips. Contact Adam if you have a loca-
tion to explore, or want to go out on a weekend to check some areas!  604-599-5495   theguardian@shaw.ca 
 
No trips are yet planned for October, and the WagonMasters will have a planning meeting at the Richmond 
Gem Club show in October.  Likely a Fraser river trip will be organized for October.  
 
For updated information, please visit the BC Lapidary Society Web site at: 
http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/ 
 
As always, any BC society member is welcome on field trips, as all are covered by the insurance through the 
GMFC.  US club members in good standing are also welcome on our field trips!   
 
Our neighbors to the south in Washington state also invite the Canadian rockhounds to join their field trips!   
Please visit the Washington State Mineral Council web site for info on trips:  www.mineralcouncil.org 
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