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T he weekend of April 17th and 
18th featured our annual club 
show at the Hastings Com-
munity Centre.  With our 

new Show Chair Nick Tsougrianis in 
charge, the show came 
together pretty well.  
We had our usual has-
sles with the Commu-
nity Centre trying to 
get enough tables so 
we didn’t have to rent 
all that we needed, and 
ended up with the few-
est amount of tables 
ever provided.  With 
additional table from 
Salmon Rentals, we 
were able to get 
enough to do the 
show. 
 
The setup went 
through without a 
hitch except for one 
dealer not showing up, which left a 
small space unoccupied.  We had a 
good selection of showcases this year 
with 22 showcases in our display from 
many different members.  It is great to 
see more members putting in show-
cases.  Remember, you don’t have to 
display lapidary work.  If you have 
good specimens, others will want to see 

them. 
 
Unfortunately I did not have time to 
make notes of the displays so I will for-
get some of them, so my apologies to 
those left out.  We had a good mix of 

specimen cases and lapidary 
work.  There was some 
good cases of silversmithing 
from Lillian Castle, Dan 
Constantinescu, and Dave 
Foster.  We also had lapi-
dary work from Joseph Lei, 
Karl Friedmann, Lillian 
Brooks, Liz O’Hea, Linda 
Foy and Kawen Wong.  Jo-
seph Lei’s case was interest-
ing because he not only did 
the lapidary work (some 
nice Montana agate) but 
made the display stands for 
the pieces out of wood and 
glass, creating a very nice 
display overall.  Nick 
Tsougrianis had an eye-
catching case simulating a 

river bar with river rock mixed in with 
some of his carvings creating a nice ef-
fect.   
 
Nigel Hamilton and the BC Facetters 
Guild also had a good display of facet-
ted gems at the show.  Our bead club 
also had a case with their latest crea-
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Just Before Opening: every-
thing’s in motion.. 

Nick Tsougrianis’s Display 

Would you like to receive 
this newsletter via email?   
...drop me a note and let me 
know. 
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tions.  We had two nice cases of specimens from Siggie and Brigitte Rohde, mainly collected from Califor-
nia, with lots of chalcedony on display.  Diane Bowman had two cases; one with rough and finished pieces 
made of orbicular jasper from Madagascar and one with beaded perfume bottles and beaded flowers.  I put 
in my usual case of specimens from last year’s field trips including a bunch of the quartz crystals from the 
Black Tusk site near Whistler. 
 
Other features of the show included Jackie Walker and Dan Constantinescu demonstrating cab-making, 
Nigel and Susan Hamilton demonstrating faceting and various beaders demonstrating their beading skills.  
Jackie also looked after the touch table, which was popular with many of the visitors.  We also had our 
usual silent auction (hosted by Bill Needoba and I), Spin and Win (thanks to the Bernardis family), grab bag 
sales, food services ably hosted by Brigitte Rohde and the Marilyns, membership information looked after 
by Lillian Brooks and Isabel Lopez.  The greeters, including the Crumps and Sue McElgunn, welcomed 
people into the show, looked after the door prize draws, and collected donations.  Linda Foy did lots of 
preparation work for the show and was always there to help out where needed.  The Blomquists kindly vol-
unteered once again to perform security duties both evenings. 
 
It was good to see Cliff and Dorothy Smith drop by to visit us at the show.  As always, Cliff was very gen-
erous with the club donating some carvings and other pieces of his lapidary work, some of which was sold 

to raise money for the club at the silent auction.  We also were visited by 
many members of other clubs in the lower mainland, and we appreciated 
their support. 
 
We had the usual good selection of dealers with the addition of the Ge-
ode Man (Ivan and Wendy Leversage).  It was nice to see the Geological 
Survey and the BC Mineral Museum on hand to provide information and 
literature. 
 
The show closed on a bit of a down note, when it was discovered that 

someone had walked off with the Treasurer’s briefcase, which contained hundreds of dollars in proceeds 
from the show.  While this was unfortunate, the club is still financially on a sound footing and there is no 
need to panic.  We did salvage a fair amount of money that was not in the briefcase and should end up with 
enough money to cover the costs of the show. 
 
It should be remembered that the show is not only about making money for the club; it is also about show-
ing the community the work that we do, introducing new members to the club, and promoting our hobby.  
From that perspective, the show was another successful one.  As someone who goes to quite a few shows in 
BC and Washington state, we tend to forget that our show stacks up very well when compared with many of 
the others.  Congratulations to Nick Tsougrianis (and Ana Maria for her help with the publicity) on a suc-
cessful first show.  Thanks to all of the other members who helped out in various ways to make the show a 
success.  To those members who did not help, you should be reminded that helping with the show is an obli-
gation for all club members.  The show is our major fund-raising event of the year and needs the participa-
tion of everyone to share the workload.  If you didn’t help this year, I hope to see you out next year. 
 

♦ John Bowman 
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Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: grinder has been re-
paired.  We still need the sander repaired.  Dan will 
pick it up from Dave Funk. 
 
Ways and Means: Bill Needoba: (filling in for John 
Prychun who is sick).  Six rows of nice slabs tonight. 
 
Delegate to Society:  John Bowman: confirmed who 
would be putting in our eight cases for the Abbots-
ford show.  Provided info on Rendezvous in Roe 

Lake. 
 
New Business: Isabel Lopez reported that 
Norma Gill will do a gem tree workshop if 
enough people are interested in taking it.  
Sue McElgunn reported that our GIC was 
up and needed to be dealt with.  M/S/C: that 
we roll over the GIC 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:44 pm with Lillian 
Brooks presiding 
 
President: Lillian Brooks: filling in for Linda who is 
working this evening. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received Lapidary Journal 
magazine, newsletters from Campbell River and 
Richmond clubs, and request for help with food ser-
vices at the Abbotsford show. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: money was 
stolen around five oclock on Sunday of 
the show.  Not sure of the amount as all 
of the money had not been counted.  
Have $440 to deposit plus $597.95 from 
the food sales.  Police report was filed.  
Briefcase did not turn up so we cancelled 
some cheques that were in the briefcase. 
 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba: there was a 
trip last Sunday to Alexander bar.  On April 22nd, 
there will be a trip to Harrison Lake for fossils. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: six people joined the 
club at the show.  One of the new members is here 
tonight. 
 
Newsletter: Art and Jo-Ann Blomquist: Art suggested 
a few topics for newsletter articles and asked people 
to write them. 
 
Show Chair Nick Tsougrianis: show was a success.  
From experience gained in this show, we hope the 
next one will be even better.  Brigitte Rohde thanked 
everyone who donated food.  We will do the food dif-
ferently next year.  Issue of a possible show in No-
vember was raised.  We need to see if there are any 
dates available at the Centre. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
April 26, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds March 22th, 2007 
General Meeting Minutes  

The show brought a lot of great smiles to 
peoples faces: here’s Lillian Brooks 
version of having a great time. 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Wednesday 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
Saturday (No in-
structor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

New 
Times 

The British Columbia Lapidary Society 

RENDEZVOUS "07" 
will be held at the 

Blue Hall 
Interlakes Community Complex 
7592 Hwy. 24, Roe Lake BC 
May 18 - 21, 2007 

Roe Lake is located midway between 100 Mile House and Little Fort, BC on High-
way 24. Known as the Fishing Highway it follows the historic bridge trail, originally 
used by the Shuswap people as a trade route and later developed by the Hudson's Bay 
Company in the early 1800s to bring furs down from Northern BC to Fort Kamloops 
and the Columbia River.  
Free dry camping wil be available at the hall.  
 
Planned activities:  
Late Friday afternoon and evening - Registration and setting up of display cases 
Saturday - Field trips, Rock Auction at 7:00PM 
Sunday - Field trips, Bucket Raffle - 4:00PM 
Sunday 6 pm - Catered Dinner 
The Annual General Meeting of the British Columbia Lapidary Society will be held 
after the dinner 
Monday morning - Pancake breakfast 

For more upcoming shows see the BC Lapidary website: 
 
http:www.lapidary.bc.ca/clubs.html 
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Pit Stop at Monte lake ( or I’ll do anything for Agate..) 
 
Whenever Mary and I travel to my home-town of Armstrong we always manage to make a rest stop at the 
Monte Lake pull-off, where the road has cut through the hillside creating a cliff of basalt.  Mary always smiles 
when I suggest this as she knows I want to stop for more than just a rest. 
 
For those who’ve never stopped there, it’s at the southern end of the lake and is a favorite spot for rock-
hounders looking for the green-skinned nodules of agate.  Often you’ll see people in the ditch and at the bot-
tom of the cliffs chipping away at the rock. 
 
On our most recent trip in March we made our stop and joined 3 others already digging along the ditch.  I 
came along a recent rock fall and began turning rocks over looking for the tell-tale green orbs.  I was having 
some luck finding a handful but I was occasionally interrupted by the tinkling of pebbles coming from the cliff 
up above.  This was soon catching my full attention and I started wondering where this was coming from.  I 
climbed out of the ditch and onto the roadside to have a good look for their origin.  No sooner had I spotted the 
source near the top of the 50 foot cliff than a large portion of the cliff – a few ton of rock - slipped down and 
crashed onto the exact spot I had been 30 seconds beforehand.  I looked around to see if any of the others had 
noticed and they were all looking my way – especially Mary who had also heard the noise. 
 
I tentatively went to investigate the new pile of rubble.  There were quite a few nodules showing and I started 
retrieving them – all the while keeping one eye on the cliff above.  As I continued my 
search more pebbles continued to trickle down - I decided to cut my odds and call it a 
day.  It was time to continue onwards, anyways. 
 
Upon thinking about my experience afterward it became clear how unstable that rock 

site is.  The cliffs are about 50 feet high: the top 20 
or so feet is solid basalt rock with the bottom 30 feet 
comprised of a more decayed volcanic matter.  I be-
lieve this is what contributes to its instability and 
accelerates the erosion of the cliffside. 
 
I’ve often seen rockhounders climbing the lower soft part of the cliffs, chip-
ping away, looking for agates.  After observing my falling rocks I’m 
amazed no one has been hurt there. 
 
If you’re ever stopping at Monte Lake to check out the cliff for agates, 
please take extreme care.  The cliffs are not stable, especially after rains or 

thaw, and one never knows when the rock above may decide to let go.  It’s good advice to be very, very care-
ful and alert wherever you find yourself rockhounding below cliffs. 
 
PS: from this experience I’ve also confirmed that the agate nodules worth keeping are in the solid basalt that 
comprises the top portion of the cliff, not in the softer material below.  Therefore don’t go climbing and dig-
ging in the soft material looking for agates.  They’re unlikely to be found in that material and will only be 
helping to undermine the basalt above.  If you must - only search through the rock that has already fallen – and 
keep your eyes and ears open! 

♦ Bill Needoba 

..a few ton of rock 
slipped down and 
crashed onto the 
exact spot I had 
been 30 seconds 
beforehand... 

Bill Needoba, background left, 
at the show...no scars ... 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

Other upcoming Rock Shows 

INTERIOR ZONE 
May 5, 2007 

"Tailgate Sale" 
Ghinty Service Centre, (Fas Gas), on the left as 

you enter Barriere from the south on Hwy. 5. 
Barriere, B.C. 
10am - 4pm  

Set-up time: 8am - 10am 
There will be a $10.00 fee for each parking lot 

sized space. 
Coffee etc. for sale by the host club. 

Accommodations: 
Mountain Springs Motel and Campground 

(250) 672-0090, Approx. .5 km N of Fas Gas 
Y-5 Motel and Campground 

(250) 672-9739, Approx 1 km N of Fas Gas 
For further information phone: 

Tom Hambrook (250) 672-0153 or Carol Strom 
(250) 672-9802 

E mail: Tom Hambrook 

CALGARY ROCK & LAPIDARY 
CLUB 

May 5 - 6, 2007 
"47th Annual Show" 

Saturday, 9am - 6pm, Sunday, 10am - 5pm  
West Hillhurst Arena 

1940 6th Ave. NW, Calgary, Alberta  
Regular $5, Seniors $3, Students/ID Cards $3 

Children 6 & under free (if accompanied by an adult) 
For more information contact: Wayne Braunberger, 

or go to the club web page: Calgary Rock & Lapidary 
Club 

 


