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• The Authors—Keep 
‘em coming 

• To everyone helping 
set up the meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them com-
ing. 

COVER PHOTO       Siggi's 
son took this picture of 
Whistler and Blackcomb 
mountain. It is a double 
exposure. Having the cam-
era on a tripod he took the 
first picture and then 
waited for about an hour 
till the lights came on , 
then took the second one. 

Over the past while, I have been attend-
ing various auctions in person and on-
line looking for bargains for jewellery, 
mineral specimens, and gemstones.  Al-
though I am no expert on this subject, I 
thought I would pass on some things I 
have learned to date in 
case any of you wants 
to get involved in such 
activity. 
 
When looking to pur-
chase jewellery and 
gemstones at auction, 
a few things need to be 
clarified at the outset.  One important 
fact to note is that appraised value has 
little to do with the value of what a 
piece of jewellery or a 
gemstone will fetch at 
auction.  An appraisal 
is a good thing to have 
if it has been done by a 
reputable appraiser, as 
this verifies that the 
item you are buying is 
genuine.  If you are 
looking at buying something expensive, 
this is a must.  Even a bona fide ap-
praised value has little to do with what 
the item will go for at auction.  One of 
the reasons why this is the case is that 
jewellery items have a large mark-up 
between the wholesale and retail price.  
When you buy an item at auction, you 
will usually be getting it for something 
close to the wholesale price.  This 

means that you should not be paying 
anything close to the appraised value of 
an item at an auction.  I would not pay 
more than 30% of the appraised value 
for any item, and many items are sold 
for as little as ten percent of the ap-

praised value. 
 
If you are purchasing jewel-
lery, gemstones, or mineral 
specimens of any value, it 
is also important to deal 
with an auctioneer who will 
stand by the items they are 
selling.  Some auctioneers 

will refund your money if the item is 
not genuine, while others offer no guar-
antees on what they sell. 

 
In terms of live auctions 
that feature gemstones and 
jewellery, there are two that 
I attend regularly.  One is 
the antique auctions put on 
by West Coast Auctions, 
(www.westcoast-
estates.com),.  They hold 

auctions about once a month on Pender 
Street in downtown Vancouver.  They 
frequently have loose gemstones at 
good prices up for auction and jewel-
lery items as well.  This is a well-run 
auction that is enjoyable to attend even 
if you don’t buy anything.  Their auc-
tion catalogue is on-line so you can see 
what they are selling before going 
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downtown.  They sell jewellery ranging from inexpensive to high-end and they stand behind what they auc-
tion.  They sell quite a range of items, for example, I bought a bag of small gold nuggets from the Yukon at 
one sale. 
 
The police auctions held by Able Auctions, (www.ableauctions.com), also have jewellery and sometimes 
loose gemstones.  These are generally held once a month at the former Bargain Castle location in the Co-
quitlam area.  These auctions attract a different clientele from the antique auction and are run on a buyer be-
ware basis.  Few chairs are provided so you usually have to stand with a crowd of people and strain to see 
what is being auctioned.  It is a must to go early and take a look at what is selling here, as you cannot see 
much once the auction gets going.  The next auction at Able is in early March and will apparently have lots 
of loose gemstones. 
 
There are other auctions in the BC Lower Mainland area that feature high end jewellery, but rarely loose 
gemstones.  You have probably seen the ads in the newspaper for a company called Federal Auctions that 
holds jewellery auctions at various locations in Greater Vancouver.  We have only attended one of these 
auctions, but found the prices to be quite high compared to other auctions.  It would appear that these auc-
tions attract people with more money than judgement, which is good for the auctioneer, but not good if you 
are look- ing for a bar-
gain..  There have also 
been ads recently from 
another company that 
auctions primarily Per-
sian rugs, but also sells 
some jew- ellery.  Their 
focus is on the rugs and 
art, but the jewellery they 
sold, which was mainly higher end stuff, was selling for reasonable prices at the one auction that I attended.  
This outfit also moves around to various locations in the Lower Mainland. 
 
If you are looking for mineral specimens, other than our own Lapidary Society auction held at Rendezvous 
each year, they are hard to find at a live auction.  Fortunately, the internet has many sites where mineral 
specimens can be purchased at auction.  Although, you can buy from people who sell on Ebay, my prefer-
ence is to buy through sites that are run by mineral dealers.  Again, you want to be dealing with people who 
are reputable and most mineral dealers fit into that category, as they want to be able to sell you their prod-
ucts not just once, but on a regular basis in the future.   
 
The two sites that I have experience with are the auction site run by Trinity Minerals, www.mineral-
auctions.com, and another site with a similar name:  www.mineralauctions.com.  Both sites are run by min-
eral dealers, with the Trinity site being run by a group of mineral dealers who each contribute specimens to 
that auction.  Both sites run auctions that change every few days, so you need to keep an eye on what is hap-
pening.  I have been the successful bidder on three items, all on the Trinity site.  Two of the items came 
from a dealer in Italy, and one from a U.S. dealer.  In each case, the minerals were shipped promptly after I 
paid using PayPal and I was happy with what I received.  Both sites stand by what they sell and offer re-
funds if the specimen is not what was advertised.  Remember that you need to add U.S. dollar exchange and 
shipping costs to your purchase price.  Both sites have a good selection of minerals from inexpensive to 
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Social: Brigitte Rohde: need to plan food for show 
better.  Need more food on Saturday and less on Sun-
day than we had last year.  Need Coke and water.  
Gets volunteers for next meeting. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: need to work on the 
big saw and get sander finished.  Flat lap working 
okay. 
 
Ways & Means: Ted Geernaert: 5 sets of slabs to-
night.  Would like someone to take over this job in 

the future. 
 
Rep to Society: John Bowman: next Society 
general meeting is Feb 18th at Maple Ridge 
show.  Reminded delegates about Rendez-
vous.  2008 summer camp looks like it will 
be at Fort St. James. 
 
New Business: Members were asked if they 
wanted us to renew the Ornament magazine 
subscription and there was some interest.  It 

will be renewed.  Two new members were welcomed 
to the club. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:46 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding. 
 
President: Linda Foy: welcomes members.  Linda 
won’t be at exec meeting so Lillian will chair. We 
have purchased the DVD/VCD player for the club.  
Think about putting a showcase into the show. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received Ornament, Lapi-
dary Journal, Rock and Mineral and Rock & Gem 
magazines, notice for Everett show, and newsletters 
from Campbell River, Richmond, Burnaby and Port 
Moody clubs.  The newsletter editors 
apologize to those members who were 
wrongly sent a notice to renew their 
membership. 
 
Treasurer Sue McElgunn: reported on 
bank balance.  Recently wrote large 
cheques for workshop supplies and news-
letter costs. 
 
Programming: AJ Maissoneuve: was not 
able to get video for tonight.  Will have one for next 
meeting. 
 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba: Jan 24th Yale bar trip can-
celled due to snow.  Feb 11th will be a trip to Peg Leg 
Bar.  Madras Pow-wow dates for this year are June 
27th-July 1st. 
 
Sunshine: Linda Foy: needs someone to take over this 
job for her. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 3 members here includ-
ing some new members. Piece of pyrite is the door 
prize. 
 
Show Chair: Nick Tsougrianis: flyers are here for dis-
tribution.  Less than 2 months until show.  Dealers 
have been contacted.  List circulated for showcases.  
Jackie asks for two tables for the touch table. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
February 22, 
2007 7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds January 25th, 2007 
General Meeting Minutes  
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Wednesday 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
Saturday (No in-
structor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

New 
Times 

So  if you were sitting around a campfire after a day of 
rockhounding at, say,  Rendezvous or Summer Camp 
or even just a field trip near home, what would you be 
talking about?  Well, rocks of course.  Maybe you'd 

talk about what you found....or didn't find, or what you were going to 
do with these treasures.  If you like to make jewellry, or carve, or just 
cut the darned thing open....maybe put it in the yard, or on display in 
the house or build a fence out of it.  Whatever your preference is ... the 
rest of us would love to hear about it.  Why not write some of those 
thoughts down?  Put it in the newsletter for other rockhounds to read.  
 Share your enjoyment with us.   
You don't have to be a pro writer.  We'll fix any grammar or spelling 
errors.  And stories don't have to be long.  Anything is appreciated.  
Even just a paragraph.  We can fill a newsletter with stuff from the 
internet, but we want to hear from YOU, our fellow members of this 
club.  And it's not that we don't welcome the wonderful writings of 
John Bowman, but he can't be expected to do all the work all the time.   
 
Please, please, please tell us about your personal rock related adven-
tures. 
 
email ablom@lakescom.net  or   jblomquist@hotmail.com  or snail 
mail... 
The Rocket 
Site 1A - Comp.4 
Endako, BC 
V0J 1L0   

♦   The Editorial Staff 

Rock on, Write On 
REMINDER 
 
Our annual show is March 17 & 18.  
Any help that you can provide will be 
greatly appreciated.  Set-up on Friday 
night and take-down on Sunday night 
can always use extra hands, as well as 
just general helping out during the 
weekend.  The concession stand 
would be happy to receive sand-
wiches or baked goods or even bever-
ages that they can sell. 
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British Columbia Lapidary Society Wagonmasters Field Trips. 
 
 

BC Wagon Masters will be asking all participants to “sign-in” acknowledging that the par-
ticipant is indeed responsible for their own conduct and safety. 
Participants must be members in good standing of a club belonging to the B.C. Lapidary 
Society, be a member in good standing of a GMFC affiliate club or be a sponsored guest 
with a club member. 
Club members would include our neighbors from the US who belong to the US clubs, and 
who are always welcome on BC Wagonmaster trips. 

 
 

Sunday March 4, 2007 
Meeting place: 9:00AM, Bridal Falls Coffee Shop  
Alexandra Bar, this is another Fraser river bar, this time with larger stones from farther upstream. This one 
involves a hike down to the river from the parking area, so this one is not recommended for people unable to 
withstand the strenuous hike back up with your backpack full of goodies. 
Leader: Bill Needoba, 604-451-7701 

Sunday April 22, 2007 
Meeting place: 9:00AM the Sasquatch Inn parking lot. 
This is the annual trek up the west side of Harrison Lake for fossil collecting. 
This is usually a great trip for kids who wish to pick up some real clam or belemnite fossils!  
The Sasqatch Inn is located on Highway #7 in Harrison Mills. This is also at the turn-off for the Hemlock Valley 
Ski area. If you don’t know where this is, check a map. You may end up being late and miss the group. 
Leader: Walt Pinder, 604-826-2342. 

 

 
For all trips, please ensure that you have ample fuel…many of the trips go many miles from the ini-
tial gathering spot, The Bridal Falls coffee shop has a gas station, so please arrive early, and top it 
up. 
US wagon master trips are listed at: 
Us Wagon Masters  http://www.mineralcouncil.org/ 
 
 
 
 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

very expensive pieces.  It is easy to bid once you register.  The pictures and 
the descriptions of the minerals are good and the specimens I have purchased 
came with labels and were well wrapped. 
 
There are many jewellery auctions that are online, however, most are run 
from the U.S. and require that you have a U.S. shipping address before allow-
ing you to bid.  You can access a number of these auctions from the address., 
www.icollector.com, .  It is interesting to check out these auctions to get an 
idea of what jewellery items go for at auction.  You will notice that many of 
the items go for prices that are far below the appraised values.  You normally 
only find jewellery, not loose gemstones, at these auctions.  I would be hesi-
tant to purchase jewellery items that are expensive online, as you are not able 
to properly assess the colour of the stone, the quality of the cut, and other im-
portant factors, from a picture.  However, some items go for very low prices 
so you might be tempted to take a chance for the right price. 
 
There is no question that there are good buys to be had at auction for jewel-
lery, gemstones and mineral specimens, particularly if you have good self-
control and are prepared to set a maximum price that you will pay and stick 

to that price.   Good luck to those of you who decide to get in on the fun.  You never know what bargains 
you may find. 
 

♦ John Bowman 
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Buying Minerals, Gemstones and Jewellery at Auction continued 


