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• The Authors—
Keep ‘em coming 

• To everyone help-
ing set up the 
meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 
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B efore departing for a trip to 
Las Vegas, I suggested to 
our newsletter editors that 
we might send an article if 

we could find any connection to rocks 
and minerals during the trip.  As it 
turned out, this wasn’t hard to do.  
There were rocks and minerals every-
where, and I’m not 
talking about all the big 
diamonds on the fingers 
of the women at the 
Bellagio. 
 
We arrived on New 
Year’s Eve day and 
joined the huge crowd 
on the strip to celebrate 
the New Year.  While 
walking by the Mirage 
casino, we noticed the 
tribute to Sigfried and 
Roy, the animal train-
ers.  Poking out of the 
rock were large quartx-
like crystals of various 
colours.  Before break-
ing out the rock hammers, it should be 
noted that the crystals are not real, but 
they still looked pretty cool. 
 
There is quite a bit of upscale shopping 
in Las Vegas including designer cloth-
ing and jewellery from Paris and New 
York.  At the shopping arcade near the 

Bally’s Casino, is the Alexander Kali-
fano shops that sell various gemstone 
globes ranging in prices from over a 
thousand dollars to $20 for the small 
desk-sized ones.  In one of these shops 
was a large calcite crystal specimen on 
display, which was worth looking at.  
One of the Kalifano shops featured 

items for no more than 
$20, (more our speed) and 
featured some great bar-
gains on bead necklaces 
for $20 and gemstone 
bracelets at three for $20.  
There was a great variety 
to choose from and Diane 
had to deliberate at length 
before making her choices.  
There were large pieces of 
“ turquoise” (dyed howlite 
in this case) that were 
twenty for twenty dollars.  
This was one of the few 

shops near the Vegas 
strip that actually had 
good prices for what they 
were selling.  In the 

Wynn’s and Bellagio casinos, which 
are where the high-rollers hang out, you 
can find the most expensive shops that 
have some interesting things to look at.  
In one of the shops at Wynn’s, there 
were beautiful beaded purses and 
bracelets that included cabachons in the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Black Opalite Globe by  
 Alexander Kalifano 
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design.  They were wonderful to look at but hundreds of dollars to buy. 
  
We rented a car for one day to take a trip outside of Las 
Vegas, and were really glad we did.  We went to the 
Valley of Fire state park, which is about 45 minutes 
drive from Vegas.  If you like geology and beautiful 
rock formations, this is a place that you have to see.  
There are thousands of great photo opportunities as you 
walk among the red sandstone cliffs.  I liked the fact that 
you were not required to stick to any paths so we were 
able to look around and find out own little nooks and 
crannies to investigate.  There are quite a few petro-
glyphs on the rock walls throughout the park.  There are 
also two spots where you can see petrified logs that have 

been partially excavated.  We walked around in the area below where the petrified 
logs were and were able to see many small pieces of petrified wood on the desert surface.  Given that this is 
a park, you are not allowed to take any petrified wood or fossils that you may find.  It was a wonderful day 
as we cruised in the sun with the top down on our Mustang convertible while it was pouring rain in Vancou-
ver. 
 

On our last evening in Vegas, we went to the Fremont 
Street area and found a couple of more rock-related 
items.  In the Gold Nugget Casino, they have on dis-
play what they say is the largest gold nugget on public 
display.  The nugget was found in Australia by a guy 
with a metal detector.  As you can see from the pic-
ture, it is huge.  Apparently it was found about six 
inches below the surface sitting in an upright position.  
Just down the street at the Fitzgerald Casino is a piece 
of the Blarney stone.  While the stone does not look 
like much from a lapidary perspective, it is apparently 
the only one that was allowed to be taken from the 
Blarney Castle in Ireland . 

 
One thing that we did not find was the polar jade at the Bellagio.  Those of us who went on the field trip to 
Jade West will recall Kirk Makepeace telling us that he sold a chunk of polar jade for use at the Bellagio ca-
sino.  After questioning a few employees on the subject, none of them could tell us where the jade was.  
Perhaps it was used to decorate some high-rollers private suite, which means it will never be seen by any 
rockhounds (at least the ones that we know). 
 
While we did not spend most of our time in Vegas rockhounding, there are definitely some rock and lapi-
dary related things to see when you go there.  We probably missed a few, but we will continue the search 
next time and maybe we might even find the missing jade.  Until then, happy rockhounding. 
 

♦ John Bowman 

(Continued from page 1) 



 
Show Chair: Nick Tsougrianis: we have new 
flyers for show for distribution tonight. Art 
and Jo-Anne Blomquist helped to make them. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde:got volunteers to bring 
food to January meeting. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu/Siggi Rohde: 
most everything is running. Polisher was 

fixed.  Workshop closed Dec 16th 
through Jan 6th for holidays. 
 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: metallic 
minerals is new theme for showcase.  
Could use a few more specimens. 
 
Ways & Means: Ted Geernaert: 
turned in $100 for this year to club. 

 
Rep To Society : John Bowman: took orders 
for new Society rock and mineral calendar.  
We will order 25.  They will be four dollars 
each. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm with Linda 
Foy presiding. 
 
President:  Linda Foy: welcomes members to 
wine and cheese night.  We will also have a 
bottle draw and a rock auction this evening. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received Lapidary 
Journal and Ornament magazines, and news-
letters from Campbell River and 
Burnaby clubs. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: have 
paid cheques to Community Asso-
ciation for meetings and show 
space.  Reported on balance in ac-
count. 
 
Programming: AJ Maisonneuve: will have a 
video for the program in January.  Sue will 
purchase VCR/DVD player for the club. 
 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba: trip coming up this 
weekend at O’Fergusons’s.  January 14th is 
Yale Bar trip. Bill will be leading a trip in 
March. 
  
Sunshine: Gary Boychuk passed away.  Cliff 
Smith’s back is bothering him. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: Isabel Lopez is 
helping me.  51 members are signed in to-
night. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
January 25, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds November 23, 2006  
General Meeting Minutes  

“In one of the shops 
at Wynn’s, there 
were beautiful 
beaded purses and 
bracelets that in-
cluded cabachons in 
the design.  
 
 They were wonder-
ful to look at but 
hundreds of dollars 
to buy.” 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Wednesday 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
Saturday (No in-
structor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

New 
Times 

♦  

The 2007 

BC GEM SHOW 
will be featuring 

Minerals of the Pacific Rim 
April 13, 14 & 15  

• Friday: 10:00am - 8:00pm 
• Saturday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
• Sunday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Ag-Rec Building, Central Fraser Valley Fairgrounds, 
32470 - Haida Drive, Abbotsford, British Columbia. 

Admission: Adults - $6.00, 
Students (6 - 17) - $2.00, 
Under 6 (accompanied by an adult) - Free 

 
 

Sunday February 11, 2007, 
Meeting place: Tim Horton’s Coffee Shop at 9:00AM 
Peg Leg Bar ( Fraser river near Chilliwack ). 
This is located just south of Highway #1 on the Vedder Road exit in 
Chilliwack 
. This is a great trip for new rock hounds, and the kids! This isn’t too 
far from Vancouver, and there are acres and acres of flat area on this 
bar for the kids to run around on! The usual materials are found here, 
although in smaller sizes. Less likely to have snow cover in mid-
winter as well. 
Leader: Gordon Pinder, 604-870-4779. 
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Las Vegas Geology Highlights : an introduction and geologic map 
 
The glittering city of Las Vegas has done all it can to blot out the desert. But the region is a wonderland of 
natural attractions, too. 
The American desert is a world-class destination all by itself, of course. It's such an iconic setting, familiar 
from Western movies, music videos, and car ads, that it feels like home even the first time you go there. Any 
place in the desert is special, but there are really noteworthy sites near Las Vegas. As you arrive, look around 
and drink in the sight of endless stone. 
Las Vegas Valley is a downdropped basin typical of hundreds in the Basin and Range, the geologic province 
that extends over the whole of Nevada and a little beyond it on all sides. Over the last 25 million years or so, 
the Earth's crust here has been stretched in an east-
west direction to around 150 percent of its former 
width, and the surface rocks have broken into north-
south strips of mountains. As a result the hot mate-
rial beneath has bulged upward, turning Nevada into 
a high plateau rich in metal ores. The Nevada Bu-
reau of Mines and Geology has a thorough introduc-
tion to the state's geology (PDF). 
The city is named for the grasslands (las vegas, the 
meadows) that once grew in the valley. They were a 
sign of the natural faults that force the water table 
near the ground surface there. Numerous earth-
quakes have been recorded there during this century. 
There are some beautiful places to see while you're 
in town. Just west of the city is Red Rock Canyon 
Conservation Area, a prime destination for rock 
climbers. But you can just take a slow drive through the colorful formations if you like. One of the geologic 
highlights is an excellent exposure of the Keystone Thrust, where ancient crustal motions 65 million years ago 
shoved an older gray limestone on top of a younger red sandstone. 
An hour or so northeast of Las Vegas is Valley of Fire, Nevada's first state park. The geologic setting is similar 
to Red Rock, but in addition this park features many ancient petroglyphs, rock art left by the local tribes in-
cluding the mysterious Anasazi. 

Maybe a desert hot spring is more to your liking. Nevada 
has hundreds, some of them not far from Las Vegas. This 
page, part of Vegas.com, has directions and advice. Else-
where on that site is a tempting list of other outdoor op-
tions, too. After a good look at these sites, I'm about ready 
to go live there full time myself. 
 
Among the people who DO live there amidst the tinsel and 
the scenery are some righteous salt-of-the-earth types, 
proud of their small desert towns. After you've had your fill 
of Las Vegas, why not unwind in a quiet little place like 
Blue Diamond, Nevada, the town that sheetrock built. 

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.   

We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

This map shows the skeleton 
and outline of Las Vegas su-
perimposed on the really inter-
esting part of the area: its 
rocks. The city is nestled in a 
basin filled with young sedi-
ment, surrounded by rocky 
mountains of various ages as 
indicated by the color. Heavy 
lines are faults, dotted where 
uncertain, with teeth on the 
upthrown side. 

Article by Andrew Alden, 
 
For more information and to receive his 
highly interesting newsletter check out : 
 
http://geology.about.com/library/wee
kly/aa100399a.htm 


