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• The Authors—

Keep ‘em coming 

• To everyone help-

ing set up the 

meetings. 

• For your articles.  

Please keep them 

coming. 
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I  love maps.  It's a passion that's 

grown hand-in-hand with my 
love of rocks.  I wanted to know 

where we were going and keep 

track of 

where 

we'd been, so I bought a backroad 
mapbook  

 

 This was my very first one, so it's 

pretty worn looking.  Whenever we 
went rockhounding it was open on 

my lap while Art drove.  I started to 

make notes, right on the map pages, 

of spots where we'd found things or 
places that looked interesting and we 

wanted to return to later.  I'd make 

note of possible guerilla camping 
spots and landmarks and even road 

conditions.  The west side of Harrison 
Lake, for instance, has explicit com-

ments about where the "very scary" 

parts are.  I was creating a rutter , 

an old navigator’s term for a person-

alized map, without even realizing it 

 

Then we bought a GPS.    I learned 

quickly how to take "waypoints" and 

plot them on the map.  Most topog-

raphical maps, which are perfect for 

(Continued on page 2) 

One of Many of my Backroad 

Mapbooks 

Typical Hand held GPS unit 
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showing the terrain, do not depict roads very well.   And I have found that some parts of the backroad 

mapbooks are completely for the birds, so I take plenty of waypoints and even extra notes on spare pa-

per and plot the roads on the map myself.   

 

When Art and I went to Prospecting School we 

learned about geological maps.  Those are very use-

ful in the pursuit of rocks and minerals. 

 

I truly do love maps, which I've heard is not typi-

cally a "girl" thing (come on .... that can't be true). 

Given the choice of looking at a magazine or looking 
at a map, I'll unfold the map every time.  To me it's 

great fun to just pore over them endlessly.  On the 

wall over my desk is a huge map of the Yukon and 
NWT (one of my favourite parts of Canada).  I 

probably own every mapbook of BC there is and 

have quite a collection of topos. 

 

I wish I could go back in time 30 years because I 

now know what I want to be when I grow up.  A sur-

veyor/cartographer. 

 

♦ - Jo-Ann Blomquist 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Most topographical 

maps, which are 

perfect for showing 

the terrain, do not 

depict roads very 

well.” 

“The west side of 

Harrison Lake, for 

instance, has explicit 

comments about 

where the "very 

scary" parts are. “ 



 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: will announce showcase 
theme at next meeting in order to change it in No-
vember. 
 
Historian: Jackie Walker: brought pictures from the 
show.  Please take one if you want it. 
 
Ways and Means Ted Geernaert: have five sets of 
prizes.  Come and get your tickets. 
 

Rep to Centre:  John Bowman (on behalf of 
Michael Edwards) nothing to report from 
the latest meeting.  We are still working out 
our annual fees with the Centre. 
 
Del to Society: John Bowman: next Society 
general meeting is October 22nd at the Rich-
mond show.  Siggi will talk about summer 
camp.  Contact Cam Bacon if you can help 
at Abbotsford show. 
New Business  Cliff Smith mentioned that 

we need to be careful regarding fire prevention when 
using our saws.  He and Dorothy  recently visited 
some of the galleries at the Empress Hotel in Victoria 
and recommends checking them out for the beautiful 
(and expensive) soapstone carvings. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:39 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding. 
 
President: Linda Foy: not able to attend last meeting, 
but heard I was elected President.  We have switched 
around some of the executive positions.  Happy 65th 
anniversary to Cliff and Dorothy Smith. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received notice for Society 
General Meeting in October, Richmond show notices, 
Ornament, Rock and Mineral, Lapidary 
Journal, and Rock & Gem magazines, 
and newsletters from Surrey, Burnaby 
Port Moody and Campbell River clubs. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on 
bank balance to general membership. 
 
Programming: AJ/Ginette Maisonneuve: 
nothing to report.  Siggie Rohde will do a 
show and tell tonight from summer camp. 
 
Field Trips Bill Needoba: there is nothing scheduled 
but we will put together the fall schedule on October 
22nd at the Richmond show. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: over thirty members are 
present, with one guest. 
 
Show Chair: Nick Tsougrianis: show dates are March 
17 and 18.  Will get flyers done soon.  Will send 
show info to Win for Society website. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: requests volunteers for good-
ies for next meeting. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: work done on the 
saw.  Still missing one sander. Back to usual work-
shop schedule now that summer is over. 

Next Meeting: 

Thursday, 

October 26, 2006 

7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds September 28, 2006 General Meeting 

Minutes  

Reminder: 
Membership fees 

are due 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 

Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 

Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 

Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   

                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  

ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 

   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 

   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 

              V0J 1L0 

   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 

   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-

ber to June. 

Single: $20 

Family: $25 

Membership with Hastings 

Community Centre is required 

for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop 

hours 

Monday & Thursday 

 (Wednesday on GM week) 

with instructor  

6:30 — 9:30 PM 

Wednesday 

10:00AM — 1:00 PM 

Saturday (No in-

structor) 

1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Upcoming Club Shows: 

New 

Times 

Hello and thankyou for once again allowing me to be 
your figurehead. 

 

 I hope that I will be of help to the club and inspire others to get 

involved.  It is always my belief that any organization is as strong 
as its members, so I will do my best to inspire you, the member, to 

be the BEST you can be.   We have a new bunch of people on the 

executive committee and it always exciting to have new energy for 
a new year.  I also acknowledge all the wealth of experience 

with the returning executives,  I am sure that we will all have great 

things to bring to the club.  One of the things that I like about our 

club is that most of us are ready for any challenge that arises, and 
we try to have fun while doing it.  Anyway, feel free to participate 

and try something new, there is a whole tonne of experience within 

this club (and hobby) to stear you in what ever direction you de-
sire.  Thank you and see you at the general meeting.  

 

♦  Linda. 

President’s Message 

PORT MOODY ROCK & GEM CLUB 
October 28 & 29, 2006 

"Annual Show" 
Saturday & Sunday 10am-5:00pm 

Kyle Centre 
125 Kyle St. Port Moody, B.C. 

For more information contact:  Ken Ayers 

rock.show@portmoodyrockclub.com 
or go to the club web page:  

http://www.portmoodyrockclub.com/ 

1120 ROCK CLUB 
November 16 & 17, 2006 
"Mall Show & Sale" 

Capri Centre Mall 
1835 Gordon Drive, Kelowna, B.C. 

For more information contact: Ken Dewerson 

Email: kdewerson@shaw.ca 
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Reprinted from: 

The Province Newspaper, July 14, 2006, 

Article on Page A29 

 

 

Hordes of flesh-eating kangaroos once roamed Oz, scientists 

discover 

 

SYDNEY – Before there were cuddly koalas in Australia, 
hordes of flesh-eating kangaroos, “demon ducks”, and marsu-

pial lions roamed the Outback, recent fossil discoveries by pa-

leontologists show. 

 

A team of researchers from the University of New South 

Wales working in the eastern state of Queensland made the 

discoveries in three new fossil deposits during a recent two-
week dig. 

 

Many of the fossils are older than 24 million years; one of the 

deposits is thought to contain fossils up to 500 million years 
old, said Prof. Mile Archer, the university’s dean of science. 

 

A sabre-toothed kangaroo and a giant three-meter-tall, 400 
kilogram bird scientists nicknamed the “demon duck of doom” 

were among the largely unknown species uncovered in the 

dig, Archer said Wednesday. 

 

“They were galloping kangaroos, they didn’t hop,” Archer said. 

 

“They were also far more muscly than the kangaroos we know, 

with sharp, saber-like incisors and powerful forelimbs to help 
rip and tear their prey.” 

 

The remains of ancient tree-climbing crocodiles and marsupial 

lions were also uncovered in the rocks. 

 

Archer said many of the animals were similar or related to 

others elsewhere in the world but had evolved uniquely in 

Australia.  Hundreds have no living representative. 

 

“They are that bizarre.  There are, literally, probably in the 

order of about 500 extinct creatures in these rocks,” he said. 
Marsupial Lion 

The “Demon duck” 

Flesh Eating Kangaroo 

Killer Kangaroos that roamed prehistoric Australia 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community 

Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 

40 years.  Interests of members range from 

all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, min-

eral and fossil collecting. We have a well 

equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 

facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  

More than half of our members are accom-

plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 

Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 

rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  

We also organize monthly field trips to vari-

ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 

month (except July, August and December) 

at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 

Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  

ablom@lakescom.net 

                   FOR SALE 
 
 A COMPLETE LAPIDARY OUTFIT 
- 20 INCH  SLAB SAW 
- 8  INCH OPAL SAW 
- 16 INCH BULL WHEEL FOR  POLISHING 
- 16 INCH FLAT LAP 
- 2 DOUBLE GRINDERS 
- APPROX 200 LBS. PRIMO ROUGH 
- JEWELLERS BENCH 
- MANY EXTRAS   

 
                  $3000 OBO 
 
     CALL ERIC : 604.984.6188 
 

       Email  ericm341@shaw.ca 

This Page left 

intentionally Blank due to 
the lack of articles. 

 

We need your articles. 
Write and tell us about 

your slant on your hobby.  
Field trips.  Shortcuts, 
Hints and suggestions. 

Without your article this 
newsletter will be blank. 

 


