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• The Authors—
Keep ‘em coming 

• To everyone help-
ing set up the 
meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO       
Orcas swimming near 
Port McNeill, Vancou-
ver Island. 
 

 

T he 2006 BC Lapidary Soci-
ety summer camp, held in 
Port McNeill, at the northern 
end of Vancouver Island, 

was a big success attracting over 90 
rockhounds from all over the province.  
It was a unique summer camp, with 

many different events scheduled over 
the six days, including social events 
most evenings and many lunches and 
dinners supplied to particpants.  Every-
thing was well organized, right down to 
an on-site washroom with covered tarp 
at the field trip locations!  Those in at-
tendance were truly spoiled by our 
camp hosts, members of the Ripple 
Rock Club based in Campbell River.  
(We remind Society members that they 
should not expect this treatment at fu-
ture summer camps.  We will return to 

a more informally organized summer 
camp when we hold next year’s event 
in the Burns Lake area). 
 
We left Burnaby on Sunday and despite 
reserving a ferry, arrived at the Island 
over an hour late due to delays at BC 
Ferries.  We stopped to have coffee 

with our friend Gwen 
Langill, from the Ripple 
Rock club when we passed 
through Campbell River.  
Gwen would have loved to 
be at summer camp but 
had relatives coming in 
that same week.  As we 
made the trip from Camp-
bell River to Port McNeill, 
I thought I spied a moose 
in the marsh to our left 
along the highway.  (When 
I mentioned this at camp, 

everyone thought this was funny as the 
“moose” was built by someone to trick 
people driving by.  Apparently there are 
no moose on Vancouver Island, which I 
did not know, especially after seeing so 
many in Newfoundland.). 
 
After checking into the Dalewood Inn 
in Port McNeill, we went for what 
turned out to be a long dinner (one hour 
wait for food) and then stopped by the 
camp to register and briefly visit our 

(Continued on page 2) 
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fellow rockhounds.  We were pleased to see that many people from 
the Lower Mainland clubs had ventured over to the Island, includ-
ing about 14 from our own Hastings Club.  We were given a de-
tailed agenda, complete with maps of all the collecting sites.  They 
even had T-shirts and sweatshirts commemorating the event (thanks 
to Doug Murray), which we proudly wear. 
 
Monday’s field trip was what turned out to my favourite of the 
week.  This was a trip to the Merry Widow Mine.  This mine oper-
ated for about ten years and closed back in the sixties.  There are 
two big pits filled with water, however one of the pits had a ledge 
above the water where you could explore for specimens.  There was 
a large variety of minerals to be found in the tailings piles surround-
ing these pits including magnetite, copper, garnets, calcite crystals, 
epidote, realgar, and many different types of pyrite to name.  This 
was a wonderful site where you could spend days looking for mate-
rial, and we were happy with the specimens that we collected.  We 
had some light rain and it was a bit cool, but nothing serious.  We 
were served a great dinner at the mine site.  We saw a black bear 
foraging in a logged area off in the distance. 
 
Day two was a two wheel drive trip intended for “old farts” and 
people whose vehicles were not fit for rough roads.  Although a 
number of locations were on the schedule, we only attended the 
first one, which was the dalasite location along the Atluck Lake 
road. There was plenty of dalasite, quartz and epidote to be found 
and it did not take us long to get all we needed.  We were planning 
to visit the next location, the Salmon River iron ore mine, but that 
was cancelled due to logging activity.  We were served a lunch at 
the Atluck site, and then left to do some sightseeing at Port Hardy.  
Having never travelled north of Campbell River, we were deter-
mined to see some of the area while we were here.  Although the 
town of Port Hardy has seen better days and is struggling without 
much of an economic base, we enjoyed the museum, the gallery of 
local artists and the first nations gift shop. We made it back to camp 
for the pot luck dinner where there was lots of good food and so-
cializing with fellow rockhounds and their pets.  The camp dogs, 
Tess and Barney, were also on hand looking for scraps and keeping 
an eye out for bears at the camp garbage container. 
 
On Wednesday, we took a break of rockhounding to go on a whale 
watch trip.  A craft-making  workshop was also held for those not 
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New Business  There was a discussion about the need 
to increase our membership fees given that our con-
tribution to the centre will be increasing. 
M/S/C: That we increase our membership fees by 
five dollars per year so the fees will now be $20 for 
singles and $25 for a family membership. 
We have been approached by the family of a former 
member who wants to sell two showcases 
M/S/C: That the club purchase the two showcases. 
(The showcases were actually donated to the club and 

are now at the Centre). 
 
Elections were held. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:49 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: tonight we will have our 
wine and cheese social, along with a rock auction and 
bottle draw.  We will also be holding elections for the 
executive.  Jackie Walker will give a brief talk about 
some of her experiences on field trips. 
 
Secretary:  John Bowman: received rosters from the 
Lapidary Society, the July Lapidary Jour-
nal magazine and newsletters from Port 
Moody, Campbell River and Burnaby 
clubs. 
 
Treasurer: John Bowman reported on the 
balance in our bank account.  Sue McEl-
gunn was unable to attend. 
 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde: The next field 
trips conducted by the Lapidary Society 
are on July 16th and July 30th. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: there are 41 members 
and one guest present.  Our door prize is a candle 
holder. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: asks for volunteers to bring 
goodies to September meeting. 
 
Workshop: Siggie Rohde: the ten inch saw has been 
repaired and all blades have been fixed.  Workshop 
schedule will now be reduced over the summer to 
once a week.  Thursday was chosen as the evening 
for summer workshop.   
 
Delegate to Society: John Bowman: advises that ros-
ters are here for sale and new Rockhounders also 
available.  Summer camp also discussed. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
September 28 , 
2006 7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds June 26, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  

Yep, that’s right—an agate as big as my head.  
 
We found it while scouting out locations for the 
Rockhounds who attend Summer Camp—Burns 
Lake in August 2007. 

Reminder: 
Membership fees 

are due 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 

Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 

Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 

Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   

                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  

ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 

   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 

              V0J 1L0 

   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 

   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

For More Field Trip Information see the  Lapi-
dary Society Website:   
 
http://lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 

Sunday, September 24 - MacAbee Fossils  
Will be a field trip to the MacAbee fossils. This is a fee-dig for Fossils in a hard clay. Often found are leaves, occa-
sionally insects, and rarely a fish will be found. This location is between Cache Creek and Savona. The meeting 
place for folks from the lower mainland will be the Husky Parking lot in Cache Creek at 10:30AM. The fee is fixed 
for a group, so the cost per person will depend upon the number of people. Likely in the range of $20-30. Tools for 
this trip are the usual rock hammer, plus a putty knife for splitting the layers of clay. Bring something to wrap your 
specimens, such as kraft paper ( leave newspaper at home…the ink on newspaper can rub off onto your specimens)  
Gord Pinder will be leading this trip. 604-870-4779 

US wagon master trips are listed at: 
Us Wagon Masters 

Wagonmasters Fieldtrips 

Art & I, along with Ernie, Bev & Leanne from Burns Lake, and our collective group of 
4 dogs, got together last week for a 5 day campout at Binta Lake.  Ernie brought his 
boat and we spent 2 days scouting the shores of Cheslatta Lake.  We were partly on a 
field trip for ourselves, but also exploring sites for the next Summer Camp.  We found 
many, many agates and some opal, but our quest was for that precious “fire” opal.  
The remaining days were spent driving the many logging roads.  Ernie has quite a 
nose for agates.  We were next to a freshly logged area and he wandered up a hillside.  

Why, I don’t know, because we weren't finding 
much along the road.  Leanne was working away 
at a seam of black agate that she found (really, 
very interesting stuff), when Ernie called from 
above “leave that and bring the pry bar up here”.  
There, sticking out of the ground, like eggs in a 
barnyard, were huge agates.  They had to be 
pried from the basalt they were in and actually 
had moss growing on them. Art has always said 
he wanted to find an agate as big as his head.  
Well, check out the pic of him on page 3.  Now 
what will his goal be?  As big as the car?  Well, 
embedded in the road there was one as big as the 

hood of the truck.  To get it out would require an excavator, though, I’m afraid.  Our 
hosts were more than happy to let us take all these treasures home (apparently, Ernie 
has one in his front yard that is 300 lbs!) as this is nothing new for them.  We are so 
used to the ones in the Fraser River, where it’s a big deal and a grand day to go home 
with a handful and maybe a pocketful, but never a truck full!!!       - Jo-Ann Blomquist 

Cheslatta Agates 

Art & Jo-Ann’s Cheslatta Trip 
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wanting to go on the trip.  About 40 rockhounds went on the whale watching trip and got to see numer-
ous orca whales.  Our captain gave us a short presentation on the orcas and we were fed an excellent 
seafood chowder for lunch.  We later went back to camp for a seafood dinner that was incredible, with 
plates piled high with prawns, as well as salmon, scallops, oysters and many other dishes.  That was 
followed by a  free raffle where tables of prizes were given out to lucky ticket holders. 
 
The Thursday trip was to Georgie Lake for Gordonite.  We decided to pass that trip as wanted to do a 
kayaking day trip while we were in this beautiful area.  We took a trip out of Telegraph Cove and we 
saw a pod of Orcas while we were on the water.  We stopped for lunch at a place called the Blinkhorn 
Peninsula and we found some Gordonite, the material that the people on that day’s field trip were col-

lecting. We enjoyed our kayak trip although the trip 
back against the wind and the tide was a bit of a 
challenge.  We made it back to camp just as they 
were finishing the hobo stew in time for the hill-
billy band, the ugly rock contest, and the boner and 
bozo awards.  Bob Morgan took home an award for 
having yet another flat tire during a field trip, while 
Arthur Lu from our club took home a picture of 
Barney, who for some reason took to barking at 
him whenever he saw him during the first part of 
summer camp. 
 
Friday was a trip to the Three Island Lake area for 
quartz crystals.  Most of the clear crystals that were 
found were loose on the road and along the side of 
the road.  The quartz that was found in the sur-
rounding hillsides was not clear.  We found a few 
clear crystals along the road and brought home on 
piece of the white crystals found in the host rock.  
There was some speculation that the clear crystals 
may have been brought from outside to confuse us 
rockhounds, but this has not been confirmed.  That 
evening, we had a wine and cheese night at the 
camp where there was a wide variety of food to 
nibble on and a great selection of wine and other 

spirits.  People began to say their goodbyes and make plans to head home.  There was a pancake break-
fast the next morning, but we did not attend as we wanted to spend the day doing some sightseeing 
along the way back to Nanaimo.  Once again our ferry was late so we left at 11:00 pm instead of 9:30 
making for a long night. 
 
Our thanks go to Charlie and Lena Hallstrom for all the work they put into this summer camp.  We also 
thank the many other members of the Ripple Rock club for helping Charlie out.  It is not hard to see 
why the Ripple Rock club has been increasing in membership when you look at the enthusiasm and or-
ganization that exists in that club.  Your efforts made summer camp 2006 an event to remember for all 
those lucky enough to attend. 

♦ John Bowman 

(Summer Camp—Continued from page 2) 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 
40 years.  Interests of members range from 
all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, min-
eral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

The curator/volunteer's name is Brian Haywood and he is a long time member of the local rock club.  He was very knowledgable 
about the history of mining in New Zealand and as to the the history of the school. 
      The school was inaugurated in November of 1885 and began with lectures, as it became popluar buildings were added to acco-
modate the demand.  The musuem was built in 1900.  The school offered classes to the public,  to local schools and also provided 
certification to those in the mining industry.  The syllabus of the school states that the  museum " ...is well stocked with typical rocks 
and minerals, and contains a large assortment of the rocks, minerals, and ores of this district."  "It contains 80ft. in length of wall-
cases, and most of the cases of provided with  sloping shelves os as to afford an easy and unobstructed view of the exhibits displayed 
in them." 
  I stayed as long as I could in the museum and took lots of pictures.  Brian was full of stories and of course I ate them up.  I bought 
some rocks and they were one that he had personally found himself.  There is not much use for the school now since most of the geo-
logical studies are now at the university level.  It is really neat that they have preserved the grounds and buildings so well and that 
the public is allowed to experience what is was like in the 1900's.  The syllabus that I bought is dated 1901 and everything still looks 
the same today. 
    Across the street from the museum is the beach front area and surrounding mangrove estuary.  Right accross the street from the 
museum is a park that has the old train station.  The local minature train society has fixed up the station and put in a narrow gage 
railway that goes 3 km from the shopping mall, along the waterfront and back again.  The town was definately worth the drive espe-
cially since we went 'rock hounding' along the beach and found lots of material that I did send home as keepsakes.   
    After a good day of exploring and learning my friend and I indulged in the favourite treat in New Zealand.  They say that there are 
four meals a day in New Zealand; breakfast, lunch, dinner and ICECREAM!   Takis and I went to this little corner store (the best 
places to buy icecream) along side the road.  As we went to go in the store there was a man and woman sitting on the benches out-
side smiling appologeticly as that were furiously trying to eat the biggest cones I have ever seen.  We went in and asked for a two 
scoop size each.  The clerk grabbed a cone -the double sided kind- and then crammed a huge scoop into the bottom part, then she put 
one huge scoop on top .  I said that I wanted two flavours, she said that's okay and "just wait"  she then placed another huge scoop on 
the cone and then smiled and asked what was the other flavour I wanted!  On went another scoop and than she took one last scoop 
and smeared the top so it all held together- well it must have weighed at least a pound and a half and I had to hold it with two hands.  
My friend also got one of those monstrosities and we paid only $2.00 for it!  We went outside and the man and lady were just finish-
ing theirs and smiled at us and said "now it's your turn"  and left laughing at us.  Well you know how icecream and warm sunshine 
are,  we became like the man and woman we had seen sitting outside the store eating as fast as we could!   It was dripping every-
where and we were laughing so much trying not to waste any of it.  Never before had I gotten so much icecream for so little money.  
That was our supper that night.  

♦ Linda Foy 

Linda Foy’s New Zealand Adventure                          (Continued from June Issue) 


