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Gold panning on 
Tranquille Creek 
 

 

T he Victoria Day long week-
end brought with it another 
Rendezvous, this time hosted 
by the Thompson Valley 

Club, and held in Heffley Creek, a 
small community north of Kamloops.  
After a quick drive on Friday, we ar-

rived in mid-afternoon to begin regis-
tering people.  Preparations were well 
underway with lots of people already 
set up in camp, showcases on display, 
Rockabout Gems already set up as the 
on-site dealer and a slab table and book 
table in operation.  Around two hun-
dred people registered before the week-
end was out, with about 15 in atten-
dance from our club. 
 
We decided to go to places that we had 
not been to before so we selected the 

gold panning trip on Tranquille Creek 
on Saturday.  Although we had light 
rain for much of the day, it was still en-
joyable panning for gold.  There was 
obviously gold to be had as everyone 
found a few small flakes and a couple 
of people found good size flakes that 
day.  Our field trip leader Eldon Gra-

ham was very helpful giv-
ing us a bit of the history 
of gold mining dating back 
to the late 1800’s that has 
occurred in the area.  He 
took us to a pit that was 
being dug where we got 
our dirt to put through the 
gold pans.  Eldon also 
brought along his metal 
detectors and since I had 
brought mine along, I was 
interested in doing a bit of 
exploration.  One of the 

people on the trip found some old 
square headed nails with one of the 
metal detectors.  Unfortunately the wa-
ter levels in the creek were very high 
which limited the areas we could pan, 
but everyone still had a good time and 
went home with a bit of gold. 
 
Saturday evening included the big rock 
auction.  Once again there was some 
excellent materials, with some lots go-
ing for hundreds of dollars.  We ended 
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up with a bag of snakeskin agates.  The funds raised went to a good 
cause supporting both the Lapidary Society and the host club. 
 
On Sunday, we decided to go to the Paxton Valley trip for agates.  
This is a pretty area, in the vicinity of Monte Lake.  The weather 
was beautiful: sunny but not too hot, and I found a place to dig.  It 
was a hole that someone had already started and I expanded consid-
erably during the day and found quite a few agates.  I found nothing 
spectacular, but a few pieces that were keepers and some small ones 
to put into the tumbler.  There were a few good finds including a 
very pretty crystal-lined geode type of agate, and some good size 
agates.   There are lots of agates to be had here and lots of area still 
to be explored. 
 
We had to cut the trip shorter than I would have liked to get back to 
Heffley Creek to sell bucket raffle tickets.   While I won one prize, 
two of the biggest winners were Deb Cleveland and my spouse, 
Diane who each won five or six prizes.  Diane won the most 
sought-after prize, a piece of stalactite from a cave somewhere that 
looks quite nice in our living room. 
 
 Sunday evening included the dinner, which came together alright 
although there was a salad shortage for those whose table was 
called last for dinner.  The beef on a bun was good, however, and I 
think everyone had enough to eat.  Following the dinner, was the 
annual general meeting of the BC Lapidary Society.  Since all of 
the officers were standing for re-election the meeting moved along 
very quickly.  There was considerable discussion about our GMFC 
insurance coverage, which made me wonder how many people ac-
tually read the booklet that the GMFC sends out to all the clubs ex-
plaining what our insurance does and does not cover.  We learned 
that the next Rendezvous will be hosted by the new Interlakes club 
and will take place at Roe Lake, which is in the Sheridan 
Lake/Bridge Lake area. 
 
I think those that did attend the 2006 Rendezvous enjoyed them-
selves.  I know that we did.  Thanks to the Thompson Valley club 
and Rendezvous Chair Pam Lott for doing an excellent job of host-
ing this event.  We appreciate the work that you did to make the 
event a success.  We are now looking forward to summer camp in 
Port McNeil on Vancouver Island in August, which promises to be 
a good one.  We look forward to seeing some of you there. 
 

♦ John Bowman 
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wine and Linda will get the license. 
 
Ways and Means: Ted Geernaert:  we have five sets 
of slabs tonight. 
 
Workshop: Siggi Rohde: saw blades are at the shop to 
be repaired.  Should be ready within a week. 
 
Rep to Centre: (Michael Edwards away)  John Bow-
man reported on discussions with Centre regarding 
new financial policy and future increase in fees that 

we will have to pay. 
 
Delegate to Society: John Bowman: re-
ported on the recent Rendezvous in Heffley 
Creek and reminded members about sum-
mer camp in August. 
 
New Business: Asked for volunteers for the 
nominating committee.  Linda Foy and 
Nick Tsougrianis volunteered. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: welcomed members to 
the meeting.  We might have a video for our program 
tonight if the Centre can find the VCR.. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received newsletters from 
Campbell River, Surrey, and Burnaby clubs, and 
Rock & Gem, Lapidary Journal and Rock and Min-
eral magazines. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on 
bank balance. 
 
Programming: Marsha Drake: hope to 
have a video tonight.  Wine and cheese 
next month. We will plan to have an auc-
tion and/or a bottle draw for the June 
meeting.  
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: next trips are June 10th and 
11th to rock sales at the Fergusons on the 10th and 
Donnamae Chionis’ place on the 11th.  See Society 
web page or newsletter for details. 
 
Sunshine: Linda Foy: nothing report.  Will send a 
card to Cliff as he is not feeling well. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: twenty-four members 
present.  Rose quartz is the door prize. No guests here 
tonight. 
 
Show Chair: Bill unable to make the meeting.  We 
will need a new show chair for next year as Bill 
wants out of that position.. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: everyone should bring some-
thing for wine and cheese night.  Nick will buy the 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
June 22 , 2006 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds May 25, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  

 

Our next meeting on June 22 is our last meeting until the 
Fall.  ( September 28th) 
 
The meeting will be our Wine and Cheese party.  Elections 
will be held.  There will be a bottle draw and rock auction. 
 
 Please bring your favorite party food.  
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President:   Nick Tsourgrianis 604-255-3232 
Secretary:   John Bowman 604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde  604-941-0300 
                       Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 
Workshop:   TBA 
ShowChair: Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1AC4 Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

 

June 28 through July 2, Madras Oregon. 
This is the annual “Pow-Wow” get-together in Madras Oregon.There will be several field trips, a number of dealers 
selling materials, and some evening entertainment. 
HQ for the event is the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Madras Oregon. People with campers or RV’s can stay at 
the fairgrounds. Field trips usually include digging thundereggs, agate, jasper, petrified wood. Several of the materi-
als are on private land, and are not accessible except during organized trips. This is a great opportunity to get some 
materials not normally available. Some have a fee per pound. This is also a great event for the kids, and most loca-
tions accessible by car. What a great excuse to get out of town for a couple days of vacation, or stay for the entire 
event.  
Plus, the infamous Richardson’s Ranch is just a few miles out of town, so you can browse the piles of rock, dig your 
own thundereggs, or buy a high speed sander/polisher, or sphere maker! 
There are several events in the June/July time frame in Oregon…you could spend almost a month going from event 
to event! 

 

 

Sunday, July 16, - NorthAir Mine 
This trip is to the NorthAir mine ( dumps ) near Squamish. At this 
location are pyrites, and chalcopyrites up to ¼ inch in size. For 
tools, bring a rock hammer, and larger hammers if you have energy 
to break open the host rock. We’ll be away from civilization, so 
bring some snacks and beverages. 
Gord Pinder will be leading this trip. 604-870-4779. 
The meeting spot will be the Brittania Mines Parking lot at 
10:00AM. 
Brittania Mines is easy to find along the highway between Horse-
shoe Bay and Squamish,. Make sure you are on your way through 
Horseshoe Bay by 9:00AM as Brittania mines is almost all the way 
to Squamish. 

 

 

Sunday, July 30, - Keystone Mine 
This is a mine dump which has some crystals, pyrites, and sulfides. 
Bring a rock hammer, shovel, small shovel, and gem scoop for tools. 
Bring a snack and beverages. The location is north of the Coquihalla toll 
booth on an easy to access logging road. Cars are fine. 
This trip is being led by Bob Morgan, & De Singleton and the gathering 
place will be at the parking lot at the bathroom building just before the 
Toll Booth. ( Hope side of toll booths ) Be there by 10:00AM. 
Phones: De Singleton 604- 599- 6938 and Bob Morgan 604- 534- 7161 

 

For More Field Trip Information see the  Lapi-
dary Society Website:   
 
http://lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 
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N ow that warm weather has finally come to us in Central BC we have started getting out on 
fieldtrips with the rockhound club from Burns Lake.  With the season being so short, they 
really make hay while the sun shines, with about 2 outings a month.  Being new members 
of this club it is very exciting to explore this vast area. The first trip was on May 28, to the 

north side of Babine Lake.  One of the members arranged a barge to take us across the lake and pick us 
up at the end of the day.  We explored endless logging roads and many roadcuts.  Our most interesting 
stop was a huge pit.  I wouldn’t have believed that you could find fossils and agates in the same loca-
tion, but there they were!  There was also a lot of varying quality common opal and a few, but very 

nice, pieces of flower-stone. The fossils were in a fine sandstone 
and mostly of leaves.  One person found an exquisite piece with 2 
complete bugs, something like may-flies.  Another found what 
might be a tiny flower which, I believe, is extremely rare.  It was 
so much fun in that pit that we stayed quite a while.  And, of 
course, no trip is complete unless someone gets a flat tire. A little 
goop …. a little compressed air …. Ernie was back on the road in 
no time. There were some other sites we visited later that showed 
heavy mineralization alongside quartz veins.  Might be worth 
looking up in the minfiles.  I took a GPS waypoint, just for fun.  

 
The second trip was June 11, to the Taltapin Lake area.  This 
was another exploration trip, following a map the logging com-
pany gave us showing roadcuts and pits.  Only the wagonmaster 
had that map, so I made one of my own as we went along.  I like 
to keep rutters of all our trips and make good use of my GPS, 
taking plenty of waypoints and plotting them onto a topo map.   I 
also use the BackRoad MapBook as a reference guide (I’m kind 
of a mapoholic …. I admit it).  This trip was extra fun because 
we had a true blue rockhound among us.  Her name was Becca 
and she liked to ride along with her head stuck way out the 

driver’s window.  Yup, she’s a dog, but when she stood on her master’s lap you couldn’t see him and it 
looked like she was driving the car….and hanging out looking at the rocks at the same time.  Very cute. 
We made many stops at many roadcuts and one in particular was abundant in agate and commom opal.  
I have to comment that agate picking here is so very different than on the sandbars of the Fraser River 

in the Lower Mainland.  By the time they get down there, they 
are polished and pretty and certainly not abundant.  At this lo-
cation I was stunned that with every footstep I would find sev-
eral.  They are rough and in situ, but gorgeous all the same.  A 
pretty light blue colour.  We came home with a bucket full and 
I felt a little bit guilty. I found one about the size of a big pota-
toe (bigger than my fist) and thought that was a pretty good 
score. The locals say, though, that there are plenty out there 
bigger and better.  Take me there, please! 
 

♦ Jo-Ann Boyd-Blomquist 

Rocket 

Burns Lake Area Agates 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 
40 years.  Interests of members range from 
all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, min-
eral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

T he whole reason for my trip to the south Pacific was really to spend as 
much time as I could in New Zealand.  I could have just gone to New 
Zealand only but I felt the other places were an opportunity in them-
selves. Anyway the next place I want to tell you about is the Town of 

Thames on the Coromandel peninsula.  The Coromandel is very well known for it's 
mineralogical richness and variety.  If  you want to go rockhounding in New Zea-
land the place to go is the Cormandel (I have a map if anyone wants to go).  Most of 
the towns that are still there were created for the mining operations that were there.  
Today there is not much mining going on but it still exists.  The Heart of it all was 
the town of Thames.  The location is the gateway to the penisula and is also the end 
of the bay.  There was a school of mining set up there to accomodate all the mining 
operations that were set up.  Apparantly there was like 27 stamper batteries to crush 
all the assay samples - I can not imagine the noise they would have made- it must 
have been deafening literally!   
 My friend and I took a day trip and went to the Thames school of mines minera-
logical museum and also to check out the area.  The museum is only open a few 
hours a day and is run by volunteers, so we were praying that it would be open 
when we got there.  Lucky us, when we pulled up in front- or at the side so it 
seemed, the curator was opening up for some other guests.  They did not stay long 
and really just wanted to see the school part of the museum, where what I wanted 
was the display cases and actual museum. 
 
…..Continued Next Issue 

♦ Linda Foy 

New Zealand Wanderings.. 


