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• Ed and Debbie 
Cleveland for is-
sue photos. 

• To everyone help-
ing set up the 
meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO       
New Zealand Hot mud 
springs: Linda Foy 
 

M any of you rockhounds 
knew that I had gone 
away on my BIG trip to 
the south Pacific, and I 

did say that I would tell stories.  
This is the first 
o f  hopeful ly 
many tales of my 
adventure.  I left 
Vancouver just 
after all the cold 
and snow had ar-
rived, my first 
stop was actually 
to Winnipeg!  I 
was to see some 
friends that had 
moved there a 
couple of years 
ago, and also be-
cause I had pur-
chased a little 
house that I was 
going to rent out.  
So after a frigid 
express trip to 
the frozen prairie 
I was looking so forward to 
warmth and sunshine.  Hawaii 
was to be the first of many places 
to see, and since I had never been 
off the North American continent 
was all new to me.  I enjoyed the 
experience of the sun and beach 
and took a little tour just to see 
the land.  I was there only two 
nights and know that I will go 
again.  Waikiki was where I 
stayed and want to definitely see 

the rest of the Islands.  Yet, New 
Zealand was calling and that was 
after all the real place I wanted to 
go, so go I did.  My friend Takis 
met me at the airport and we 

went exploring on the 
way to his place.  He is 
a professor at the Uni-
versity of Auckland 
and lives only ten min-
utes from campus, 
which means that he 
lives right in the city 
center.  Soon I was to 
believe that anywhere 
I went I brought the 
rain with me, but I 
managed to enjoy my-
self anyway.  New 
Zealand is a volcanic 
country and the evi-
dence is everywhere.  
I know that just after 
I left they had a blow 
up very close to Auck-
land.   
♦ The story now to 

tell is how I wanted to go to Roto-
rua and my friends had made ar-
rangements for us to go camping 
nearby and to have a stop in the 
area on the way back.  When peo-
ple go camping they stay in a 
'caravan', this is what we call a 
trailer and it doesn't matter 
whether is is mobile or not, a 
small cabin is called a 'bach' and 
those are popular too.  We went to 
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Linda Foy being blessed by 
“Polynesian Rock Gods” Note 
“Jade Whackers” 
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the thermal part of the north island around Lake Taupo.  The river 
there has nine dams on it and some are like lakes in themselves, there 
are thermal pools everywhere and some are situated right on the edge 
of the river. It was nice to get all hot and then jump in the lake!   The 
rain came and boy did it rain!  We think that we in Vancouver can 
have quite the storms here, but New Zealand is alot more tropical of a 
rain forest, so the rain is big rain there. Later, off to Rotorua we went, 
the hills surrounding were steaming and quite a few people have ther-
mal pools and mud baths on their properties.  We stopped at the mud 
pools that all the tour buses go to, and went to a couple of the tourist 
attractions that are on the roadside. I didn't go in, but we could see 
enough to satisfy me, and the smell got to me so much that I wanted 
to GET OUT OF THERE!   I thought that it was so funny that I 
wanted to see Rotorua so much and when I was there I just wanted to 
go far away.  The town of Rotorua is very pretty and so clean.  There 
is a  beautiful lake at one end, and while we were there, had a nice 
breeze blowing away the stink of sulfur and spewing gases.  Since the 
country is so active they are very serious about earth quake drills and 
on being prepared.  All the building are built with a good shake in 
mind, yet the real fear is of a big kaboom and wiping out a bunch of 
people.  I went to the museum in Auckland and they had a great dis-
play on earthquakes and techtonics.  There was a simulated experi-
ence exhibit that was absolutley wonderful.  We were led into an 
apartment styled room and were invited to get comfortable on the 
couches and /or chairs or floor.  There  was a patio door window that 
had a view of the Auckland harbour and we already knew the address 
of the residence simulation (it was actually above the hill where my 
friend lives).  There was a T.V. on with a news- cast in progress.  They 
reporters were talking about a pending earthquake and about how 
they knew one was going to happen but no one really knew where, 
since there are so many active volcanoes in the Auckland area (there 
are about 22).  So there we are watching the show, and I notice that 
the water in the harbour is moving in waves and that some steam is 
rising.  The news is showing the traffic at a gridlock and that some 
people are beginning to panic, while others have their heads in the 
sand, saying nothing is going to happen.  Then there is a break in the 
story, to go to a live view of the harbour,  while at the same time we 
can see in the patio window that something is about to happen.  Then 
it does!   Very quickly out of the water rises a new volcano and the wa-
ter starts to swell and then the lava explodes!   The water turns to 
steam and causes a tidal wave with boiling mud and projectile items 
that are carried up from the harbour.  The newscast is showing all 
sorts of images and then they are off the air, maybe two seconds later 
the apartment we are in is engulfed as well!  WOW!  Very real and 
very thought provoking!  I would love to see something like that here. 

 
♦ Linda Foy 
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Social: Brigitte Rohde: arranged to get people to pro-
vide snacks for next meeting. 
 
Ways and Means: Ted Geernaert: five sets of rocks in 
tonight’s prize draw. 
 
Historian: Jackie Walker: waiting to get pictures from 
the show for our scrapbook. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: some discussion 
about summer hours and who will supervise. 

 
Rep to Centre: Michael Edwards: Paul from 
the Centre wants to meet with us to discuss 
our annual fees owing under the new pol-
icy.  Nick and John will meet with him.  
Michael needs someone to replace him as 
rep to centre for May and June meetings. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: no library tonight as 
John Bowman has the key and is unable to make it. 
 
Secretary: Linda Foy (filling in for John Bowman): 
received newsletters from Campbell River, Surrey, 
Richmond and Port Moody clubs, Ornament and 
Lapidary Journal magazines. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on 
bank balance.  We have purchased a 24 
month cashable GIC.  Discussed dona-
tion to the Community Association.  It 
was decided to wait until we discussed 
the new financial policy with the Centre 
before making our donation. 
 
Programming: Marsha Drake unable to 
make it tonight due to work.  Karl will 
talk about ammonites tonight.  Cliff offered to do 
next month’s program on his trip to Mongolia. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: there was a trip to Harrison 
Lake last weekend.  Next trip is May 14th to Crystal 
Creek for quartz crystals.  Following weekend is Ren-
dezvous in Heffley Creek. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 30 members present to-
night.  Lillian donated the door prize for tonight. 
 
Sunshine:  Ann Edwards will turn over sunshine du-
ties to Linda Foy. 
 
Newsletter  Remember Art’s new e-mail address 
when sending your articles.  Linda Foy is sending an 
article on her trip for the newsletter. 
 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
May. 25, 2006 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds April 27, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  

A new Zealand “Batch” 
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President:   Nick Tsourgrianis 604-255-3232 
Secretary:   John Bowman 604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde  604-941-0300 
                       Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 
Workshop:   TBA 
ShowChair: Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1AC4 Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

BC WagonMasters field trip report, April 2006, revised edition At the recent annual 
gem show in Abbotsford, the Wagonmasters got together to map out some field trips for 
the spring & summer…. 
 
Please note that for insurance purposes, all attendees to the field trips must be members 
of a lapidary club. 
Rendezvous May 20/21/22 Victoria Day long weekend.   
 

This is the annual BC Lapidary society extravaganza!   Two full days of field trips, rock auction, dinner, and 
annual society meeting!   This year the Rendezvous is being hosted by the Thompson club in Kamloops.  The 
headquarters and sign-in spot is the Heffley Creek Hall in Heffley Creek, which is a few minutes drive north of 
Kamloops on the Yellowhead highway, #5A.  Please check the web site for exact directions, and nearby camp-
ing or hotels.   
  
For field trips there are plenty of locations, so the local clubs will have plenty of choices if some locations are 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

hard to get to due to any weather issues.  For tools, bring whatever you 
have such as Rock Hammer, other hammers, pry bars, gem-scoop, 
shovel, etc.  Also bring a  cooler, beverages, enthusiasm and your 
camera !  
   
Check in at the community center on Friday afternoon/evening, or first 
thing Saturday.  There will be a live auction for rocks on Saturday 
evening, which is always a popular event.  Bring some money, as 
there will be some nice items up for auction!    There will also be a 
dealer at the arena, plus a slab table.    Proceeds from the slab table 
and auction go towards paying for the facility, plus a split for the host 
club. On Sunday, there will be a catered dinner, and meeting. 
 
June 10, Saturday will be a rock sale for stock from Lee’s Jade & 
Opals, plus Ferguson’s Rock’s & grits.  These two long time dealers 
are winding down their operations, and are having a sale on some of 
the remaining inventory.  Bring some cash!    
  

(Continued on page 5) 



Page 5 

This is being organized by Bob Morgan. Meeting place is the south side of the freeway at the 232nd 
street exit in Langley.   Bob’s phone: 604- 534 -7161 
 
June 11, Sunday, 11:00AM to 3:00PM  : Driveway sale of rock. Donnamae Chionis ( Rockabout Gems 
) will be having a surplus rock sale in her driveway of her personal collection..  Approx 140 buckets of 
rough rock @3.00 per lb on Sunday June 11th at 11am - 3pm (Rain or Shine).  Petrified Wood, Agates, 
Thundereggs, Jaspers, Hope Slide and others,  Location will be 11600 Sealord Rd, Richmond.   This is 
near #5 Road between Steveston Highway and Williams.     
 
July 16 ( Sunday ) is a trip to the NorthAir mine ( dumps )  near Squamish.  At this location are py-
rites, and chalcopyrites up to ¼ inch in size.   For tools, bring a rock hammer, and larger hammers if 
you have energy to break open the host rock.  We’ll be away from civilization, so bring some snacks 
and beverages.   Gord Pinder will be leading this trip. 604-870-4779. The meeting spot will be the Brit-
tania Mines Parking lot at 10:00AM. 
 
Brittania Mines is easy to find along the highway between Horseshoe Bay and Squamish,. Make sure 
you are on your way through Horseshoe Bay by 9:00AM as Brittania mines is almost all the way to 
Squamish. 
 
July 30:  Keystone Mine:   This is a mine dump which has some crystals, pyrites, and sulfides.  Bring 
a rock hammer, shovel, small shovel, and gem scoop for tools.   Bring a snack and beverages.   The lo-
cation is north of the Coquihalla toll booth on an easy to access logging road.  Cars are fine.   This trip 
is being led by Bob Morgan, & De Singleton and the gathering place will be at the parking lot at the 
bathroom building just before the Toll Booth.  ( Hope side of toll booths )   Be there by 10:00AM. 
 
Phones:De Singleton 604- 599- 6938 and Bob Morgan 604- 534- 7161 
 
July 28 through August 2, Madras Oregon.  This is the annual “Pow-Wow” get-together in Madras 
Oregon.There will be several field trips, a number of dealers selling materials, and some evening enter-
tainment.  
HQ for the event is the Jefferson County Fairgrounds in Madras Oregon.  People with campers or RV’s 
can stay at the fairgrounds. Field trips usually include digging thundereggs, agate, jasper, petrified 
wood.   Several of the materials are on private land, and are not accessible except during organized 
trips.  This is a great opportunity to get some materials not normally available.  Some have a fee per 
pound.  This is also a great event for the kids, and most locations accessible by car.   What a great ex-
cuse to get out of town for a couple days of vacation, or stay for the entire event.    
Plus, the infamous Richardson’s Ranch is just a few miles out of town, so you can browse the piles of 
rock, dig your own thundereggs, or buy a high speed sander/polisher, or sphere maker! 
There are several events in the June/July time frame in Oregon…you could spend almost a month go-
ing from event to event! 
 
August ( No date yet ) will have a field trip to the MacAbee fossils. This is a fee-dig for Fossils in a 
hard clay.  Often found are leaves, occasionally insects, and rarely a fish will be found.  This location is 
between Cache Creek and Savona.  The meeting place for folks from the lower mainland will be the 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 
40 years.  Interests of members range from 
all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, min-
eral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

Husky Parking lot in Cache Creek at 10:00AM.   The fee is fixed for a group, so the cost per person will de-
pend upon the number of people.  Likely in the range of $20-30.   Tools for this trip are the usual rock ham-
mer, plus a putty knife for splitting the layers of clay.  Bring something to wrap your specimens, such as kraft 
paper ( leave newspaper at home…the ink on newspaper can rub off onto your specimens)  
Gord Pinder will confirm additional details, and we’ll announce those in a future edition, and update the web 
site. 
Summer Camp: 
August 6-11 at Port McNeil on Vancouver Island. Please see the BC Lapidary Society  web site for additional 
info: http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 
 
September 10 will be a trip to the Nicoamen Plateau for agates and zeolites.   Most are found by surface 
hunting, but please bring a hammer, chisel, squirt bottle just in case you need to break some out of the host 
rock.    This is also out in the back country on logging roads, and it is recommended that you bring a pickup, 
or other higher clearance vehicle due to road conditions.  Also, bring food, beverages, and bug-spray. 
Meeting place for this trip will be the small parking lot at the Husky station in Boston Bar. 
Albert Kesselring is leading this trip.  604-888-5230. 
 
Please check the BC lapidary web site for updates: 
http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/ 
 
US wagon master trips are listed at: 
http://www.mineralcouncil.org/ 
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