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A round thirty rockhounds, 
including at least nine from 
our club, gathered at the 
Sasquatch Inn in prepara-

tion of a field trip to Woodside Moun-
tain.  Gord Pinder from the Maple 
Ridge club led this expedition to look 
for pyrite, in both cubic and massive 
form. 
 
     After a short drive up a forestry 
road, we came to a stop part way up 
the mountain, where we had a great 
view of the surrounding countryside.  
After taking a few pictures, we began 
looking for pyrite specimens.  They did 
not take long to find as the supply was 
plentiful.  It was a matter of either 
breaking up rocks looking for particu-
larly good specimens or working along 
a rock face with hammer and chisel to 
bring out the pyrite.  The day was 
beautiful and sunny so we had a great 
time exploring.  I went for a wander 

up the hillside following a rough forest 
track but did not find anything that 
was any better than the materials 
right by the road. 
 
     It took less than an hour to collect 
a few samples for my collection and a 
bunch more to donate to the club (the 
kids like pyrite specimens for grab 
bags and the silent auction),. Then 
many of the group went to various 
Fraser River bars to try and find a few 
more treasures before heading home.  
I found a small piece of petrified wood 
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• Ed and Debbie 
Cleveland for issue 
photos. 

• To everyone help-
ing set up the 
meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO       
Mount Woodside View 
Thanks to Bill Neeboda 
 

for the tumbler, but was not success-
ful in finding any decent sized ag-
ates on this day.    Of course we had 
to stop at the Chilliwack airport on 
the way back for some pie and cof-
fee. 
     Thanks to Gord Pinder for lead-
ing us on this trip. Now that the 
weather is improving, we look for-
ward to more adventures during the 
coming months.  See you out rock-
hounding!  

♦ John Bowman 

Dan: the real cause of erosion 

John, ridin’ the rails at the Waleach 
River Bar—anything to get to the 
rocks 
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T he last weekend in February features the Everett club show in Everett, 
Washington, which is a pretty good club show that attracts a good 
crowd from the local community.  This year, before hitting the show, we 
visited the Bellingham operation of Gary McWilliams.  Gary’s shop fea-
tures rocks and minerals from Alaska and is a must-see for any rock 

enthusiast. 
 We attended, along with Karl Friedmann and Liz O’Hea, who arranged 
the visit, and Deb Cleveland and her parents, who are from the Bellingham area.  One of the first 
things we noticed was how neatly organized both the yard and workshop areas are.  Having been to 
many rock shops and rockhound’s basements, where navigation can be difficult and clutter can be the 
rule, it was amazing to see the various types of rock all neatly displayed.  And what a display it was.  
Gary runs a shop in Craig, Alaska and Bellingham.  He collects most of his specimens from Prince of 
Wales Island and other smaller islands where he collects from May to September each year. 
 He collects specimens of interest to rockhounds but also sculpts rock into table tops, birdbaths, 
fireplace tiles and various other pieces.  He works with a variety of marbles including one that has 
fossils in it that he calls Aphrodite stone since the fossils are kind of heart-shaped.  There are many 
different fossils that he collects.  One these is a fossilized coral called stingray stone that takes a nice 
polish. 
 There were many different specimens and slabs for sale as well as the finished items.  We 
bought a nice horn coral specimen piece from Kuiu Island for Mitchell.  We also bought a nice clear 
fluorite specimen and slabs of stingray coral and another type of fossil coral. 
Gary kindly showed us his collection of crystals and fossils that he has collected over the past ten 
years at many different Alaska locations.  I really liked the large garnets in matrix from Wrangle, 
Alaska but there were many beautiful zeolites, calcites, fluorite and some beautiful marine fossils of 
various types.   We really enjoyed our visit and would recommend checking this place out to anyone 
with an interest in rocks.  Many of the materials there are things that I had not seen before, making it 
all the more interesting.  To get an idea of what you will see, you should check out the excellent web-
site, which feature many great photos of the materials.  The address is www.stoneartsofalaska.com. 
 Then it was on to Everett for the show.  Among the showcases that were featured were quite a 
few good cases from junior members, which is always nice to see.  There was a good case of ammonites 
from various locations, a case full of quartz crystals from China, India and Brazil,  a case of polished 
Brazilian agate slabs,  a nice collection of fish, oyster and clam fossils from China, Japan and Califor-
nia, and a large model church made entirely of Montana agate.  Other collections included galena 
specimens from various U.S. locations, a good case of petrified wood from the U.S. and Australia, a 
spectacular case of calcite specimens from Tennessee, some Walker Valley, Washington crystals, and-
the beautiful stone carvings from Virgil Keltz. 
 There were the usual demonstrators, a good silent auction and a very good club sales table 
where you could get lots of slabs at reasonable prices. Ed Lehman was there as usual selling the 
Washington field trip locations book.  He was also giving out this year’s list of Washington field trips 
but had run out by the time we got there.  But don’t worry, the list is online at the Washington Min-
eral Council site at www.mineralcouncil.org. 
 Unlike our last trip to a show in Washington, this time we had no long line-ups at the border to 
contend with.  All told, it was an enjoyable day where we learned a few more things about rocks and 
minerals.  Now when we finally get to Alaska, we’ll have some ideas on what is there.  If we could just 
get our hands on some of those garnets. 

♦ John Bowman 

  Alaskan Minerals 



teers that helped with the show.  Cliff Smith 
thanked Bill for the great job he did as Show Chair 
and thanked the members who helped him set up 
his showcase. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: Thanked everyone for do-
nating food to the show.  Need more home baking 
for next year’s show. 
 
Library: Annette Schwab agrees to take over the 
Library duties.  Kawen Wong donated a beautiful 
picture book on rocks to the library. 

 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: things 
are going well in the workshop.  Our new 
Wednesday morning workshop runs from 
10 am to 1 pm. 
 
Rep to Society: John Bowman: reminded 
members that the Abbotsford show is 
coming up soon.  Explained Rendezvous 
and summer camp for new members. 
 

New Business: Linda Foy mentioned that we need 
to straighten up the saw room and that we need 
new wooden crates for the rocks.  Dave Foster, a 
former member who has recently rejoined the club, 
mentioned that we had more showcases in previ-
ous shows. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: welcomes everybody 
to the meeting.  After the business and social 
break, we will have an auction of items donated by 
the family of the late Ivor Jones and former mem-
ber Ellen Jenkinson. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received newsletters 
from the Creative Jeweller’s Guild, Campbell 
River club, Surrey club, Port Moody club, Burnaby 
club and the Lapidary Journal and 
Rock & Gem magazines, as well as in-
formation about a new book on petri-
fied wood. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on 
bank balance.  Sue also reported that 
the executive had approved putting 
some of our funds in a cashable GIC, as 
per the direction of the membership.  
Show revenue was down somewhat as 
our attendance was down this year. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: the next trip is to Harri-
son Lake for fossils on April 23rd to be led by Cam 
Bacon. 
 
Sunshine: Michael Edwards is in hospital regard-
ing heart problems.  Winnie Wong passed away 
two weeks ago.  Dan Constantinescu attended the 
service from the club. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: introduced a number 
of new members who were present for their first 
meeting.  Door prize is a fluorite crystal. 
 
Newsletter: Art Blomquist: appreciates the articles 
that people have been sending in. 
 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: thanked all the volun-

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
April. 27, 2006 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds March 23, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  

Woodside Mtn Site View 
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President:   Nick Tsourgrianis 604-255-3232 
Secretary:   John Bowman 604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde  604-941-0300 
                       Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 
Workshop:   TBA 
ShowChair: Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1AC4 Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

 
We lost a treasured member of our club on March 6, 
2006, when Winnie Wong passed away.  
 
 We’ll always remember the many necklaces she wore, 
each with a large interesting rock hanging from it.  

 
 She was an eagle-eyed rockhound and a character, 
that’s for sure.  
 
 Winnie will be greatly missed.   
 

I am selling about 140 buckets from my personal collection 
of rough rock at $3.00 per lb on Sunday June 11th  at 11am 
- 3pm (Rain or Shine). 
   
Petrified Wood, Agates, Thundereggs, Jaspers, Hope Slide 
and others. 
  
11600 Sealord Rd, Richmond. 
 

Donnamae 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Rocks for Sale  

Winnie Wong 
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The March trip was to Woodside mountain, just east of Harrison Mills on high-
way #7. 
Up a logging road is a road cut through some rock that has some small pyrites, 
along with some seams with more pyrites and some small cubes.   Lots of boul-

der bashing by the 30 or so rock hounds.  The weather was great, the ‘spot’ was a nice sunny 
south facing location.   After a couple of hours, we retreated to the Fraser River bar at Chilliwack 
for some river materials.   See some pictures provided by Diane Bowman of the Hastings club….I 
forgot to bring my camera.  Duh. 
 
April 23, Cam Bacon (604-854-1711) from the Abbotsford club is leading a group to the Harrison 
Lake Fossils location.   Again, the meeting place is the Sasquatch Inn on highway #7.  This loca-
tion has been a popular spot for clam fossils, and belemnite fossils. The clams are fairly easy to 
pick up, however the belemnites usually require some encouragement with hammers & chisels to 
set them free.    This trip is ~20Km off the paved roads on a logging road.  Fill up with gas, and 
bring a lunch. 
 
For the field trip, bring warm clothing, rain wear, rock hammer, larger hammers, and chisels, 
and a lunch!   Please dress appropriately, with proper hiking boots. 
If you have larger boulder bashing equipment, bring that too… 
 
The meeting place is the Sasquatch Inn parking lot at 9:00AM.  If you don’t know where this is, 
please get a map and look for Highway #7, and Harrison Mills.   You will see a road that cuts off 
of Highway #7 for the Hemlock Valley Ski area.  The Sasquatch Inn is where you turn off of High-
way #7. 
 
Rendezvous 2006: 
For those that have never attended, this is the “big” field trip event of the year.  Each year, one of 
the interior clubs hosts all of the BC clubs over the May long weekend.    Field trips on Saturday 
& Sunday, live auction on Saturday night, catered dinner Sunday night, and additional fun!    
This year’s Rendezvous is being hosted by the Thompson Valley Club ( Kamloops ) and will be 
based at Heffley creek.   Originally this was to be held in Barriere, however the organizers were 
challenged by the local hotels, campgrounds and caterers being booked up for forestry crews, and 
a baseball tournament.    Heffley creek is about 15-20 minutes drive north of Kamloops which of-
fers more choices for camping, RV’ing, and hotels ( for people like me! ) 
Mark down the dates of May 19-22! See you there. More info to follow, or you can check the Lapi-
dary Society web site.  http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 
 
The BC Wagonmasters will have a planning meeting at the upcoming Abbotsford show for plan-
ning additional summer trips. 
Please plan on visiting the Abbotsford show, March 31 through April 2nd! 
Please feel free to join the Wagonmasters meeting, on Sunday at 1:00PM. 

Field Trip report, February 2006 

Rocket 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 
40 years.  Interests of members range from 
all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, min-
eral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

H aving experienced our annual rock and gem show on March 18 & 19th this year, I decided to 
take pen in hand and offer a few words of praise.  Gratefully, our club has so many knowl-
edgeable and talented people who donate their time and skills toward making the show a 
success.  Although the attendance was a litte lower this year, it was still worthwhile and fun-

filled.  We had activities such as Spin ‘n Win, carving demonstrations, silent auctions, and the “touch 
table” where Jackie taught me how to use a magnet on a string to differentiate some rocks from others 
by their iron content.  There were also vendors with tables chock full of weird and wonderful things.  
 
The bead club (of which I am also a member), had a lovely showcase with samples of the beautiful work 
they do.  There were several cases displaying cabochons, rocks and may interesting items. 
 
I had an enjoyable two days working behind the food table with Brigitte and the two Marilyns selling 
coffee, pop, sandwiches, etc all generously donated by our club members.  A big thank you, also, to those 
who helped with set-up and take-down.  It is a lot of work. 
 
A couple of my friends came to the show and enjoyed themselves.  I look forward to more of the same 
next year. 

♦ Elizabeth Ann Courtenay 

Hastings Rockhounds Show: March 18th—19th 


