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S unday, Feb.26, turned into a unique rock 
hounding experience for 4 Hastings Centre 
Rockhounders.  What was originally going 
to be a routine outing to one of the Fraser 

River bars turned instead to be a day of EXTREME 
ROCK HOUNDING. 
 
Let's set the scene.  On Saturday the weather in the 
Upper Fraser 
Valley took a turn 
for the worse and 
a snow storm 
blew through 
leaving a few 
inches of snow 
on the ground.  
But, as the 
weather was 
supposed to 
warm over-night 
and rain was 
forecast, the 4 
rockhounders, 
Nick, Dan, A.J., 
and Bill, decided 
that all should be 
fine for a little 
bar-hopping on Sunday.  The four met in Burnaby at 
7 AM on Sunday morning and headed out in Nick's 
Cherokee.  It was raining lightly and everyone 
brought along their raingear prepared for a drizzly 

day. 
 
The plan was to head up to the Yale area to check 
out the Alexandra & Yale Bars.  However, by the 
time the group had reached Abbotsford it was start-
ing to look like the plans might have to change.  
There was quite a bit of snow on the ground.  As the 
group went through Chilliwack it became very evi-
dent that a good amount of snow was covering eve-
rything and the forecasted warming weather and 
rain hadn't put much of a dent into melting it.  Plans 
changed. 
 
Knowing it would probably be fruitless to carry on all 
the way to their original destination the group de-
cided on checking out a closer bar.  They decided 
on the Macdonald Bar near Agassiz - a very acces-
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• Gary & Rita Boychuk 
for the great CD of 
pictures  from the Jan 
8 and Feb 12th Field 
Trips 

• To everyone helping 
set up the meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them com-
ing. 

COVER PHOTO       Van-
couver from the North 
Shore.  Taken by our late 
fellow rockhound and pen 
maker Ivor Jones, in the 
early 70’s 

sible bar that vehicles could drive right on to.  
Turning off onto Macdonald road the driving be-
came a little tricky with all the wet slippery snow.  
The group slowly ventured down the road and 
came to the bar.  They drove onto it and had a 
look around.  It was totally covered in a few 
inches of snow - and no-one thought to bring a 
snow blower!  But they said, "heck, we've come 

this far, let's take a look 
around".  At about 9 AM 
they parked in the middle 
of the bar and got out of 
the vehicle.  That's when 
another realization struck 
them.  There was a 
mighty crisp wind blowing 
down from the Fraser 
canyon.  Bundling up to 
cover their faces and 
hands, they set out 
across the desolate 
snowy bar in search of 
some uncovered rocks, 
any uncovered rocks. 
A-ha, it turned out that at 
the edges of the bar, in 
some places 2-3 feet on 

shore and 2-3 feet into the shallow water, bare 
wet rocks could be found.  The 4 proceeded to 
cover the edges of the bar, looking for their 
prizes.  However, the combination of blowing 
wind, snow, ice, and reaching into the chilly Fra-
ser to pluck out promising rocks turned fingers 
icy.  Gloves soon became wet and lost their 
warming attributes.  It became easier to take the 
gloves off and keep hands in pockets until 
needed. 
 
The four rockhounders met at the vehicle at 
around 10:30 to compare notes.  That's when 
Nick came up with a new entry in extreme sports: 
EXTREME ROCK HOUNDING.  Who else but a 
bunch of rock-crazy guys would be doing this in 
such weather conditions and calling it fun?  But, 
looking at our finds, there were a few nice pieces 
in the group's buckets.  Dan had a very interest-
ing-looking fist-sized agate, Nick had a nice 
sized  good coloured piece of serpentine.  A.J. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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and Bill had found a few interesting jaspers, porphyries, and other unidentified treasures.  The group sat in the vehicle to warm up, 
have a snack and warm tea, and discuss what to do next.  It was still early - they couldn't give up yet.   
 
A decision was made to check out another bar downstream closer to Chilliwack - the Pegleg Bar - as the theory was there should be 
less snow further down.  So they packed up and headed on down to Pegleg Bar.  Now this bar is big - probably a mile long and 1/4 
mile wide.  It's also a favourite local spot for 4 wheelers, ATVs, and motorbikes.  Nick drove the group onto the bar and headed out 
into about the middle where they parked.  The snow was still on 
this bar, too, but there were more patches of bare rocks, espe-
cially in the tracks of the 4x4s and ATVs - of which there were 
plenty zooming around - where they'd removed the snow and 
churned up the rocks.  So the group scattered and followed their 
rock hounding noses out onto the bar. 
 
They'd meet occasionally to exchange pleasantries and show the 
pieces they'd found.  After their experience on the Macdonald bar 
the group found that the conditions here were much more favour-
able - relatively speaking.  The wind was not as cold and they did-
n't have to stick their hands into the river to retrieve their finds - 
however, the snow still limited the search areas.  But this didn't 
hamper the group's enthusiasm.  They stayed on well into the af-
ternoon and actually found the snow had almost disappeared by 
the time they were ready to call it a day!  Meeting at the car, the 
group compared their findings.  Nick had found what appeared to 
be a couple of very special looking stones - one appeared to be a 
beautiful deep red agate and a smaller piece that looked to be car-
nelian.  They all had a few nice specimens to take back with them. 
 
The group decided that, after the rough day they'd had, a nice piece of pie and a coffee would be a great way to end the day.  They 
headed back into Chilliwack and stopped off at the Airport restaurant for some of their world-famous pie!  There were about 15 
mouth-watering choices - tough to make a decision.  But soon they'd all made their choice and proceeded to enjoy the pie, coffee, 
and colourful conversation about their unique outing. 
 
They decided that they were definitely a crazy rock-addicted group.  But you know what?  They'd all do it again!  
 

♦ Bill Neeboda 
 

(Continued from page 1) Extreme rock hounding 
 
 

Who said all the Jade is gone from 
the river bars? 

Flower stone from the Wahleach 
Bar 

It’s true, Rockhounds have ex-
tremely hard piles. 

Photos from the January 8th Field Trip to the Wahleach Bar. Contributed by Gary & Rita Boychuk 

That’s snow in them ‘thar hills... 



his rock to the club after he passed away. 
 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: show is just over three 
weeks away.  Passing around sign-up sheet for people 
to help out.  Need food and help in kid’s corner and 
Spin and Win.  Jackie will bring back the touch table 
this year if people bring their rocks. 
 
Newsletter Art/Jo-Ann Blomquist: people received 
their newsletters for this month.  Please send articles 
to Art and Jo-Ann. 

 
Publicity: Denise Relke: have more show 
flyers.  Please distribute them to your 
friends. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: need people to bring 
goodies for next meeting.  Need people to 
help out with the food for the show. 
 
Ways and Means: Ted Geernaert: have five 
sets of slabs tonight.  Karl also donated a 

piece of ammolite to ways and means. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: our new Wednesday 
morning workshops are busy.  We have fixed large 
grinder but still need to get other sander going. 
 
Rep to Centre: Michael Edwards: centre will be going 
to a new system for groups, which will replace annual 
donation with a user fee.  Details to be discussed at 
executive meeting. 
 
Delegate to Society: John Bowman: reported on gen-
eral meeting previous weekend, advised that new 
Rockhounders available for purchase and gave update 
on Rendezvous and summer camp. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm. 
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 Meeting called to order at 7:42 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsourgrianis:  welcomes new mem-
bers to meeting.  After our business meeting, we will 
have a social and then a program by Karl Friedmann 
on ammonites. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received newsletters from 
Burnaby, Creative Jewellers, Surrey, Campbell River, 
and Richmond clubs, GMFC scholarship information, 
info on Jewellers Symposium on May 6 
and 7, request for RendezVous info, info 
on Calgary show, GMFC Directory, and 
Lapidary Journal, Ornament, and Rock & 
Mineral magazines. 
 
Treasurer Sue McElgunn: reported on 
Balance. Paid our dues to Society.  Ex-
ecutive will discuss putting some of our 
money in a cashable GIC to earn some 
interest. 
 
Programming: Marsha Drake: Karl Friedmann will 
do the program on ammonites tonight.  Please let me 
know if you would like to do a program.  Will have 
an auction next meeting. 
 
Field Trips Siggi Rohde: reported on March 12th trip 
to Woodside Mtn.  Siggi brought back some materials 
just collected in California.  A few club members are 
going to a Fraser River bar this weekend if anyone is 
interested. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 44 members present.  A 
drill core is the door prize tonight.  Karl Friedmann 
donated a piece of ammolite for a future door prize. 
 
Sunshine: Anne Edwards: sent a sympathy card and 
thanks to Ivor Jones’ daughter, who donated some of 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
 March. 23, 2006 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Feb. 23, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  
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President:   Nick Tsourgrianis 604-255-3232 
Secretary:   John Bowman 604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde  604-941-0300 
                       Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 
Workshop:   TBA 
ShowChair: Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
               (note….new email address) 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

♦  

Remember:  our show is coming up soon.  We’ll be setting up on 
Friday March 17th around 5:00 pm.  So if you’ve volunteered your 
services we’ll see you there.   
 
Help is needed all through the show.  Lets make it a great one 
that will bring ‘em back next year. Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Now I am sure I left that Jade Boul-
der right here….. 

Here’s what we went looking for. 

Photos from the February 12th Field Trip to the Yale Bar. Contributed by Gary & Rita Boychuk 

Onto the Bar 

Hastings Rockhounds Show: March 18th—19th 
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January trip was supposed to be a trip to Yale bar.  Since the weather was very 
mild and rainy the water level at Yale bar was too high to access the bar.  
 
So, just in time for the February trip, the weather cooperated, and stopped raining.  

The water level dropped enough to get onto the bar.   The day was about as perfect as we could ask for!  
Just above freezing, light clouds, and no wind! 
Most of the Yale bar rocks were clean from the month of rains, so pickings were fine.  About 30 people 
joined the trip, including some new members.    I saw two pieces of jade that were found, plus a very 
nice thulite.  Very nice bright pink in the dark green! 
 
 
 March 12: Gord Pinder (604-870-4779) from the Maple Ridge club is taking a group to Woodside 
Mountain.  I have never been to this location, so I’m eager to visit this one!   Pyrites, both small cubes, 
and massive, plus a green chert can be found on this trip.    The meeting place is at the Sasquatch Inn at 
9:00AM.   This is located on Hiway #7, in Harrison Mills ( check a map ).  This is between Haney and 
Agassiz. Look for the sign that says “Hemlock Valley Ski Area” same turnoff from Highway #7. 
 
For the field trip, bring warm clothing, rain wear, rock hammer, squirt bottle, and something to carry 
your treasures!   Please dress appropriately, with proper hiking boots.  
 
April 23, Cam Bacon (604-854-1711) from the Abbotsford club is leading a group to the Harrison Lake 
Fossils location.   Again, the meeting place is the Sasquatch Inn on highway #7.  This location has been 
a popular spot for clam fossils, and belemnite fossils. The clams are fairly easy to pick up, however the 
belemnites usually require some encouragement with hammers & chisels to set them free.    This trip is 
~20Km off the paved roads on a logging road.  Fill up with gas, and bring a lunch. 
 

Rendezvous 2006: 
For those that have never attended, this is the “big” field trip event of the year.  Each year, one of the 
interior clubs hosts all of the BC clubs over the May long weekend.    Field trips on Saturday & Sun-
day, live auction on Saturday night, catered dinner Sunday night, and additional fun!    This year’s Ren-
dezvous is being hosted by the Thompson Valley Club ( Kamloops ) and will be based at Heffley 
creek.   Originally this was to be held in Barriere, however the organizers were challenged by the local 
hotels, campgrounds and caterers being booked up for forestry crews, and a baseball tournament.    
Heffley creek is about 15-20 minutes drive north of Kamloops which offers more choices for camping, 
RV’ing, and hotels ( for people like me! ) 
Mark down the dates of May 19-22! See you there. More info to follow, or you can check the Lapidary 
Society web site.  http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 
The BC Wagonmasters will have a planning meeting at the upcoming Abbotsford show for planning 
additional summer trips. 

Please plan on visiting the Abbotsford show, March 31 through April 2nd!     
(Continued on page 6) 

Field Trip report, February 2006 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active 
for over 40 years.  Interests of mem-
bers range from all aspects of the 

lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fossil col-
lecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and 
polish and set jewelry.  More than half of 
our members are accomplished silversmiths 
and jewelry designers. Some make gem 
trees, do enameling, carve rock and wood, or 
collect minerals as well.  We also organize 
monthly field trips to various rock hunting 
areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

Other events: 
 
Several Shows are on through the fall & winter!     Our neighbors to the south in Washington state also have 
several shows,  One of my favorites is the Everett Show coming up the weekend of Feb 25 & 26.   Location is 
the Washington National Guard Armory, 2730-Oakes, in Everett Washington.  
 
Feel free to check out other shows at their web site: http://www.mineralcouncil.org 
One popular event that many BC rockhounds try to take in are the annual Pow Wow’s in the US.  The events 
revolve around field trips, plus there are also tail-gate sales, and at a couple there are a number of dealers who 
set up tables & sell items throughout the events in Redmond Prineville, Sisters, and Madras Oregon during 
June, through to the July 1 weekend. There are several field trips to local collecting locations, with a number 
of dealers selling rough, tools, and finished stones, plus some excursions you can go on your own!    
Events coming include: 
Mattawa Pow Wow, April 22-23.  This is located south of Vantage Washington, which is where I-90 crosses 
the Columbia River.  The material to be collected is petrified wood. 
 
Madras Fourth of July, June 28 through July 4 Pow-Wow at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds.  Several field 
trips, and lots of dealers at the fairgrounds.  Materials are varied, and include agate, thundereggs, jasper, and 
petrified wood.  Many of the locations are on private ranchland, and the pow-wow’s are the only opportunity 
to collect some of these materials.    The nearby town of Sisters usually has another dealer oriented show at 
the same time, adding incentive to visit this event!  Bring the truck and all your tools! 
 
http://lists.drizzle.com/pipermail/rockhounds/2004-March/006175.html 
A nearby favorite is a stop at the Richardson’s Recreational ranch north of town to visit their rock shop. Many 
people also go out to dig thundereggs as well!  http://richardsonrockranch.com/ 

(Continued from page 5)  Field Trip Report 


