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O ur own Siggi Rohde 
led a trip to the Jade 
West yard in Surrey 
on November 20th, 

that was well attended by rock-
hounds from many different 
clubs.  There were over sixty 
people there 
with about a 
third of them 
from our 
Hastings club.  
Everyone had 
a good time 
poking 
through the 
jade, Lapis, 
and other ma-
terials spread 
throughout the yard.  At five dol-
lars a pound, it was a good deal 
for anyone looking for some top 
quality jade.  There were also 
discounts on finished items in 
the gift shop.  This may have 
been the last trip at this location, 
as the owner is looking at mov-
ing. 
 
Kirk Makepeace, one of the 
owners of Jade West, gave a 
presentation to those interested 
on the history of jade mining in 
B.C.  Although the first nations 
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• To every one who 
passes this hobby 
on... 

• To the equipment 
Gnomes  

• To everyone help-
ing set up the 
meetings. 

• For your articles.  
Please keep them 
coming. 

COVER PHOTO       
Jade West Field Trip 

used jade in prehistoric times, the 
first significant commercial min-
ing of jade in the province took 
place in the Lillooet area in the 
1960’s.  This jade was not of top 
quality.  In the late 60’s, jade was 
found at the Ogden Mountain, 

Kutcho and Cas-
siar areas.  
Unlike previous 
finds, the jade 
here was found 
in large boulders.  
Most of this jade 
was exported to 
Taiwan and 
carved as tourist 
trinkets such as 
bears and fish.  

A thousand tons of jade were 
shipped to Taiwan a year for this 
purpose. 
 
In the 1990’s a new jade claim 
was found and named polar jade.  
This was a harder jade than previ-
ous and was marketed as a higher 
quality jade.  The supply of polar 
jade is now mined out although 
there are lots of reserves in other 
locations like the Kutcho mine. 
 
One of the good qualities of neph-
rite jade is that is the toughest of 

(Continued on page 2) 

Jade West Polar Jade Boulder 

If you’re new, or coming 
back, please remember to 
sign up for membership 
with Lillian.  Let her know 
if you’ve moved, too, so 
you’re sure to continue 
receiving the newsletter. 

Membership 
Renewal time 

We are looking for ideas 
about how to attract peo-
ple to our club.  Can you 
think of ways to help those 
new and budding rock-
hounds out there find us?  
I mean, who wouldn’t 
want to hang around with 
us, right? 

New Members 
Required 
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all stones and is very difficult to chip.  It is hoped that there 
will be a market for jade in the future as a dimension stone, 
that can be used for tiles or counter tops.  The Bellagio Ho-
tel/Casino in Las Vegas has a room that is built using BC 
jade, which shows its potential value as a decorator stone.  It 
is hoped that this may be a market for the ninety five percent 
of jade that is not of sufficient quality for carving, but would 
be very suitable as a dimension stone.  Jade is expensive to 
mine as some of the locations like Kutcho, have no roads to 
the site and can only be accessed for three months of the year. 
 
There is also the cost of exporting the jade, since almost all of 
the stone is sold for export to places like Thailand and New 
Zealand.  North America only uses about one ton of jade a 
year. 
 
We all had fun collecting treasures from the yard and brought 
home more jade and lapis.  There is a wide variety of jade 
here as there are specimens from the different mines that Jade 
West owns, which each have a different colour of stone.  
Diane couldn’t resist buying a string of jade beads, which she 
is very happy with as they were well made top quality beads.  
Thanks to Kirk Makepeace for hosting us and to Siggi for ar-
ranging the trip.  Maybe we will see you out on one of the 
river bars in the New Year. 
 

♦ John Bowman 

(Continued from page 1) Jade West  Field Trip 

The Bellagio Fountain 

Of Course, it’s easier if the rain 
keeps up or the snow is Melted…. 

“...we will see you out on one 
of the river bars in the New 
Year.” 

We'll be canvassing for volunteers, showcase entrants, and those wanting vendor tables for the Mar.18-19 
show at our next meeting so if anyone can't attend and wants to volunteer, put a showcase in, or rent 
a vendor table but can't attend the meeting to let me know either by my email or phone 604-451-7701. 

♦ Bill Needoba 

March Show Volunteers Needed 
Kirk preaching to the converted? A small trim saw for the little cabs…. 
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November 24th, 2005 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm with Nick 
Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: welcomes members to 
our wine and cheese social.  We are having a bottle 
draw tonight.  Tickets one dollar each. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received notice re Opal 
Sale November 26th and 27th, newsletters from Camp-
bell River, Surrey, Burnaby clubs and Creative Jewel-
lers Guild, and Lapidary Journal and Rock and Min-
eral magazines. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on bank balance.  
Received $100 from Ways 
and Means. 
 
Programming: Marsha 
Drake: no program tonight 
due to wine and cheese.  Will 
try to have a program for 
January meeting. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: 
over sixty attended the last trip to Jade West.  People 
got lots of stuff.  River bar trips are coming up on De-
cember 4th and January 8th. 
 
Sunshine: Anne Edwards, our Sunshine person, is in 
hospital for knee surgery.  Club member Ivor Jones 
passed away on November 4th.   
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: six new members and 
two guests tonight.  46 members are signed in.  The 
door prize is a piece of jasper. 
 
Newsletter: Nick thanks Judy and Brian for their arti-

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
 Jan. 26th, 2006 
7:30 pm 

cle on jade in the latest newsletter. 
 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: Art and Jo-Ann sent out 
invites to dealers.  Grab bag stuffing this Sunday. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: thanks for food tonight.  Need 
goodies for January meeting. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu: all lights repaired. 
Hope to have sander repaired by Christmas.  Taking 
16” saw to machinist for repairs. Last workshop De-
cember 17th.  Workshop starts again on January 7th. 
 
Delegate to Society: John Bowman: Rockhounders 
are here for sale.  Urges members to book now for 
Rendezvous in Heffley Creek. 
 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: could use a few more 
specimens for red and green showcase. 
 
New Business: Cliff reported on an excellent presen-
tation he had seen from Graeme Baird on fossils from 
Hornby Island.  Will see if he can do it for our club.  
Brian asked if people were interested in a seminar on 
Maori jade carving techniques.  We will explore hav-
ing a weekday workshop opening for West Van 
members and others interested.  Michael Edwards 
would supervise. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds November General Meeting Minutes  
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President:   Nick Tsourgrianis 604-255-3232 
Secretary:   John Bowman 604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde  604-941-0300 
                       Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 
Workshop:   TBA 
ShowChair: Bill Needoba 604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Email: ablom@telus.net 
               (note….new address) 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 

Sedro Woolley Show Worth Visiting 
 

E very November, the club in Sedro Woolley, Washington puts on their annual show, and we always try to 
attend.  This is one of the better club shows that you will find in the Pacific Northwest, as there is a good 
balance of excellent showcases and dealers.  Our trip this time did not start out too well with an hour and 
a half wait at the border.  This put us well behind schedule and we arrived at the show with less than an 

hour to go before it closed for the day. 
 
As usual, there was a good variety of showcases including petrified wood cabachons, stone carving, an interesting 
showcase on the Emerald Creek star garnet site in Idaho, an beautiful case of large petrified wood polished slabs 
from throughout the U.S., a nice selection of international petrified wood specimens including some large pieces of 
Patagonian pine cones from Argentina, and a good selection of opalized wood from Virgin Valley, Nevada. 
 
Another interesting set of two cases were mineral specimens from the Durango, Mexico area.  There were also 
some good specimen cases featuring quartz crystals from all over the world and a case with many specimens from 

the Spruce Claim in Washington.  There was a nice case of moss 
agate slabs, unfortunately with no labeling indicating locations.  
There was another case on the Emerald Creek Idaho garnet site, done 
by a person who had worked at the state park where the site is situ-
ated.  This interesting case including information on a new site that is 
being prepared for garnet collectors. 
 
There was a good case of specimens from the diatomaceous earth site 
near George, Washington, a collection of opals from around the 
world, agatized coral from Florida and a nice case of specimens from 
the Walker Valley, Washington site. 
 
This show has a best showcase competition for everyone to vote on, 
and I picked one of the Emerald Creek garnet cases due to the inter-
esting information that was in it.  There was the usual silent auction, 
demonstrations, kids activities and a good selection of dealers.  Due 
to time constraints, we did not buy very much but we enjoyed the 
show as always.  We hope that the border situation does not continue 

(Continued on page 6) 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop hours 
Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 



Page 5 

Fieldtrips 

Fall & Winter 2005  
British Columbia Lapidary   
Society  

www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alexander Bar, Feb. 12/06 
Leader: Harley Waterson 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Contact: Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289 
Material: agate, jasper, possibly jade. 

Woodside Mtn. Mar. 12/06 
Leader: Gordon Pinder 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Sasquatch Inn,  
Loughheed Hwy. Agassiz, BC 
Contact: Gordon Pinder, 604-870-4779 
Material: Pyrite, cube & massive, green chert 

Harrison Fossils Apr. 23/06 
Leader: Cam Bacon 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Sasquatch Inn,  
Loughheed Hwy. Agassiz, BC 
Contact: Cam Bacon, 604-854-1711 
Material: Fossils 
 

 

Sorry for not having a report for the last couple of months. 
 
Recently we had a trip up the Coquihalla to collect soapstone, and we 
had about a dozen people show up, and everyone got everything they 
could carry!   The soapstone isn’t the best of quality, but the price is 
right!   If you have some patience hunting the pile of materials, you 
can scratch at the pieces to find the better ones.   I hope we see some 
nice carvings at the big show in April! 
 
We had a trip to Wahleach bar on Sunday November 6.  This is one 
of the Fraser river bars, and is one of the lower ones between Agassiz 
and Hope.  The owners of the Bridal Falls coffee shop are also rock-
hounds, and in a nearby building they had some sale minerals & other 
rockhound goodies just for us!  
Several new rockhounds came on the trip, and the weather was just 
fine!  Reasonably warm, a little rain, and lots of stuff to collect. Alas, 
no jade this trip. 
 
For the field trips, bring warm clothing, rain wear, rock hammer, 
squirt bottle, and something to carry your treasures!   The bars can be 
quite windy, so please dress appropriately, with proper hiking boots.   
Materials to be found are endless granites, endless green “stuff”, and 
some collectable agate, jasper, serpentine, sillimanite, and perhaps the 
elusive jade. There is ample area to walk around on well away from 
the river, so bring the kids!    
February 12:   Alexandra Bar.  Again, if we get snowed out, we’ll 
head to a downstream bar, or visit the Yale bar if we are skunked in 
January.    This bar is a healthy hike down, with a hike back up 
loaded down with collectables!   Those not able to endure a strenuous 
hike should stick to the other bar trips. 
Leader  Harley Waterson from the Richmond club  604-590-3289 
 
March 12: Gord Pinder (604-870-4779) from the Maple Ridge club is 
taking a group to Woodside Mountain.  I have never been to this loca-
tion, so I’m eager to visit this one!   Pyrites, both small cubes, and 
massive, plus a green chert can be found on this trip.    The meeting 
place is at the Sasquatch Inn at 9:00AM.   This is located on Hiway 
#7, in Harrison Mills ( check a map ).  This is between Haney and 
Agassiz. Look for the sign that says “Hemlock Valley Ski Area” same 
turnoff from Highway #7. 
 
April 23, Cam Bacon (604-854-1711) from the Abbotsford club is 
leading a group to the Harrison Lake Fossils location.   Again, the 
meeting place is the Sasquatch Inn on highway #7.  This location has 
been a popular spot for clam fossils, and belemnite fossils. The clams 
are fairly easy to pick up, however the belemnites usually require 
some encouragement with hammers & chisels to set them free.    This  

(Continued on page 6) 

Field Trip report, November 2005 



like this, as it will affect whether we will continue to 
do to Washington club shows in the future.  The next 
major Washington club show that we would recom-
mend in the Everett club show on February 25th and 
26th. 
 

♦ John Bowman 

(Continued from page 4)    Sedro Woolley Trip 
 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active 
for over 40 years.  Interests of mem-
bers range from all aspects of the 

lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fossil col-
lecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and 
polish and set jewelry.  More than half of 
our members are accomplished silversmiths 
and jewelry designers. Some make gem 
trees, do enameling, carve rock and wood, or 
collect minerals as well.  We also organize 
monthly field trips to various rock hunting 
areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@telus.net 

trip is ~20Km off the paved roads on a logging road.  Fill up with gas, and bring a lunch. 
 
Rendezvous 2006: 
For those that have never attended, this is the “big” field trip event of the year.  Each year, one of the interior clubs 
hosts all of the BC clubs over the May long weekend.    Field trips on Saturday & Sunday, live auction on Saturday 
night, catered dinner Sunday night, and additional fun!    This year’s Rendezvous is being hosted by the Thompson Val-
ley Club ( Kamloops ) and will be based at Heffley creek.   Originally this was to be held in Barriere, however the or-
ganizers were challenged by the local hotels, campgrounds and caterers being booked up for forestry crews, and a base-
ball tournament.    Heffley creek is about 15-20 minutes drive north of Kamloops which offers more choices for camp-
ing, RV’ing, and hotels ( for people like me! ) 
Mark down the dates of May 19-22! See you there. More info to follow, or you can check the Lapidary Society web 
site.  http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/trips.html 
Other events: 
Several Shows are on through the fall & winter!  One popular event that many BC rockhounds try to take in are the an-
nual Pow Wow’s and sales  in Redmond, Prineville, Sisters, and Madras Oregon during June, through to the July 1 
weekend. There are several field trips to local collecting locations, with a number of dealers selling rough, tools, and 
finished stones, plus some excursions you can go on your own!    
http://lists.drizzle.com/pipermail/rockhounds/2004-March/006175.html 
 
A nearby favorite is a stop at the Richardson’s Recreational ranch north of town to visit their rock shop. Many people 
also go out to dig thundereggs as well!  http://richardsonrockranch.com/ 
 

Check out other shows across the border at : http://www.mineralcouncil.org 
 

♦ Harley RWaterson,  B.C. wagon masters 
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