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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

 T he May long weekend 
has come and gone and 
with it, the latest edition 
of the annual event 

known as Rendezvous.  Rockhounds 
from all over the province, and a few 
from the U.S., converged on Logan 
Lake to look for rocks and participate 
in a weekend of events celebrating our 
hobby.  Around two hundred and 
twenty-five people were registered this 
year including over a dozen members 
of our Hastings club. 
 
We left early Friday morning in order 
to get to Logan Lake in time for the 
tour of the Highland Valley Copper 
mine.  We made the trip in three hours 
and pulled into the parking lot at the 
Logan lake Recreation Centre to see a 
line of rockhounds waiting to get on 
the two busses that were kindly pro-
vided by the mine to take us on the 
tour.  When we arrived at the mine, we 
donned hard hats and safety glasses 
and were shown around the mine by 
the head geologist.  We got a good 
look at the Lornex and Valley pits and 
went across the highway to get a good 
view of the entire mine from the old 
Bethlehem Copper property.  Some of 
the miners and geologists collected 
samples of chalcopyrite and bornite 
and left them at a couple of places for 
us rockhounds to look through.  Eve-
ryone was able to get a few samples.  
We were not able to go down into the 
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• To John Bow-
man.  Author 
Extraordinaire. 

• To everyone 
helping set up 
the meetings. 

• For your arti-
cles.  Please 
keep them com-
ing. 

• COVER 
PHOTO       
The Sandbars 
near Agassiz.  
Remember 
them?  Don’t 
worry the water 
is bound to go 
down some-
time.. 

         

 

RocketRocketRocket   

pits as there was way too much 
activity going on for it to be safe 
for us to go down there.  The 
mine is expected to have another 
eight or nine years of life remain-
ing, however, this is entirely de-
pendent on metal prices.  Thanks 
to Teck Cominco, the owners of 
the mine, and the staff and the 
miners for showing us around and 
going out of their way to be hos-
pitable. 
 
Diane and I were kept busy for 
the afternoon and early evening 
registering people.  After dinner, 
we went to a reception that was 
put on by the Highland House B 
& B.  Quite a few of the regis-
tered rockhounds attended at this 
beautiful facility and had a good 
time socializing.  We had the 
good fortune to stay at this bed 
and breakfast during the weekend 
and really enjoyed ourselves.  If 
you are looking for a good place 
to stay in the Logan Lake area, we 
would not hesitate to recommend 
the Highland House B & B. 
 
For the Saturday morning field 
trip we went out to the Perry 
Ranch.  There was over twenty 
vehicles in our group.  We were 
looking forward to checking out 
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T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !  

th
e 

June 2005 



 

 

Rendezvous continued: 

Rocket Page 2 

this location as it has been referred to in many field trip books but has been 
closed to collectors for quite some time.  The claim owner kindly allowed us 
to come on the property, which is known for agate and petrified wood.  Our 
group quickly dispersed into the hills in search of rock.  I found a dry wash 
and followed it up into the hills.  I picked up quite a few small bits of petri-
fied wood and then came across a large piece sticking out of the dirt.  This 
piece was not very hard, however, so I kept only a small bit and left the rest 
behind.  Almost at the end of the dry wash, there was a 15 to 20 pound piece 
of hard petrified wood that had fallen off of the rock face.  After some de-
bate I decided to haul it back to civilization.  Fortunately Walt and Gordon 
Pinder had brought their vehicle over to where I was looking and they of-
fered to haul the wood back to the main site for me.  Right now, the piece is 
beside our front door and looks quite nice there.  It seems a shame to cut it 
up so we might just leave it as is.  Mitchell scrambled up a different area 
and found a large agate on the surface, which was probably the biggest one 
found on the trip.  I did not find any agates of any size, just a bit of seam 
agate not worth taking. 
 
 Saturday night saw the rock auction, with a very nice collection of materi-
als from all over the world.  I was the successful bidder on a lot of Arizona 
petrified wood, a box of slabs, and a lot of glass insulators.  The auction was 
successful in raising over three thousand dollars for the Society and the host 
club. 
 
On Sunday we went to the McAbee fee dig fossil site.  It was a small group 
on this trip, but everyone there enjoyed themselves and collected a bucket 
full of fossils.  We found quite a few leaf fossils, including a gingko leaf but 
no fish this time.  One of our Hastings club members found a fish on the 
Saturday only to have it run over by a truck of someone who was visiting 
the site.  The claim owner supplied a whole fish fossil to replace the one that 
was run over so everything ended well.  We headed back to Logan Lake to 

sell bucket raffle tickets.  Both Diane and I did well on the bucket 
raffle winning five prizes altogether.  It was a bit embarrassing 
when Diane drew my ticket and then I drew her ticket. 
 
 Sunday evening was the annual general meeting of the Society.  
The proposed bylaws received unanimous approval from the dele-
gates.  We talked about the proposed fossil policy being developed 
by the provincial government and held elections for the Society ex-
ecutive.  Harley Waterson takes over from me as President of the 
Society, while Diane will continue on as Treasurer.  Liz O’Hea was 

elected to the position of third Vice President of the Society.  I enjoyed my 
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the end of 
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was a 15 to 
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hard petri-
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the rock 
face.  After 
some de-
bate I de-
cided to 
haul it back 
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tion.” 



 

 

Rocket Page 3 

                                                                       
APRIL 26th, 2005 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: 
noted that there was a smaller than 
usual crowd tonight. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: re-
ceived newsletters from Surrey, 
Port Moody, Campbell River 
clubs, Creative Jewellers’ Guild, 
Outdoor Recreation 
Council and May 
Lapidary Journal. 
 
Treasurer: Sue 
McElgunn: reported 
on balance in account. 
 
Programming: Cliff will do a 
program tonight on petrified char-
coal from Alberta. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: Jade 
West trip for this Sunday is can-
celled.  Would like to lead a trip to 
Blanchard Mtn for stilpnomalene.  
Tentative date: June 12th.  
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 31 
people signed in with one new 
member.  Brecchia is the door 

prize. 
 
Social : Brigitte Rohde: need 
people to bring goodies for 
May meeting. 
 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: 
want to change case to put in 
lapidary work.  Need more 
items. 
 
History: Jackie Walker: have 
pictures from the show in the 
photo album. 

 
Ways & 
Means: Ted 
Geernaert: 

have tickets for slabs 
on sale tonight. 
 

Rep to Centre: Michael Ed-
wards: Oct 2nd will be 50th an-
niversary of this Centre.  We 
will be asked to put up a 
booth at this event. 
 
Del to Society: Reported on 
Rendezvous and asked how 
many going on mine tour, din-
ner and pancake breakfast.  
Reports on proposed fossil 
policy and what Society is do-
ing about it. 
 
M/S/C: That we donate $750 
to the Community Associa-

tion. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 pm. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds April General Meeting Minutes  

Next 
Meeting: 
 
Thursday, June 
23rd, 2005 

 British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2005 Winter 

 

Up Coming Field 
Trips and Events 
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Some of you from the previous Rendevous 
might remember this refreshing waterfall... 
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President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
   Email: ablom@shaw.ca 

Monday & Thursday 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

two years as President of the Society and encourage members of our club to continue to play a role in our provin-
cial organization. 
 
     Next year’s Rendezvous will take place in the community of Barrier, which is north of Kamloops.  Preparations 
are already under way to make this another successful event.  If you get the chance, make sure that you attend.  
Thanks to the High Country club, and Jan Kohar in particular, for all your hard work that made the Logan Lake 
event such a pleasure to attend.  The next major Society event is the summer camp in early August at Puntzi Lake.  
This should be a lot of fun with lots of exploration trips planned.  See the Society web page for all the details. 

 
♦ John Bowman 

(Continued from page 2) 

Rendezvous Continued.. 

 

The high country in the Skagit valley south of Hope B.C. 
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BCGLS Field trips continued.. 

Summer Camp  

August 1 - 5, 2005 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society 

 

Puntzi Lake Resort 
Chilanko Forks, B.C. 
PO Box 65 
Chilanko Forks, BC V0L 1V0 
Tel. 250-226-7306, Toll free 1-800-578-6804  
E mail 
When making your reservation for either a cabin 
or campground space, make sure you tell them 
you are with the rockhounds for the 10% reduc-
tion group rate rate 
Visit the park at: Puntzi Lake Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information see the BCGLS site at: 

http://lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 

Happiness: 
a sunny day, a rock 
wall, and an inter-
esting vein ... 

Black Dome, July 1-3, 2005 
Leader: Mike Bolivar 
Meeting Place: TBA 
Material: thunder eggs 
Contact: Mike Bolivar 250-593-4007 
Comments: Overnight trip, due to the dis-
tance. Black Dome is many miles west of 
100 Mile House out in the ranch country. 
This is reportedly not the usual location in 
this area - a new area has been found. 
Camping gear or camper seems to be the 
major item for this trip, plus hammer and 
digging tools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Mountain, July 10/05 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: brownish garnets, wollastonite, cal-
cite 
E mail: De Singleton 
Comments: This trip will require a fairly 
lengthyhike uphill, so make sure you're in 
good shape.  

Bring rock hammer, chisel, hammer and a 
lunch. 

Emory Creek, July 24/05 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: nickel silicate, garnets, staurolite 
Contact: Bob Morgan 
Comments: Bring a rock hammer, chisel, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle. 

 



 

 

S isyphus was a greek god who was doomed to spend his life pushing a large boulder uphill.  My 
wife, Jo-Ann and I have a first hand knowledge of some of the trials he underwent. 
 
I will be officially retired by the time you read this and we have bought a quarter section of South 

facing pasture land on the side of a mountain in Endako B.C.  It has two log homes on the property, two 
barns and 13 or so outbuildings—one of which is destined to be our much anticipated rock shop. We are 
now looking for a large slab saw.    If you take a ruler and draw line from all four corners of B.C. they 
should intersect about the middle of our rock shop. 
 
Six kilometers South across a valley from our property is the Endako Copper Moly mine.  To the West is 
Burns lake and to the East Vanderhoof.  Agate and opal territory.  With jade to the north. 
 
First hand knowledge of what our Greek god went through comes from moving our rocks some 1000 kilo-
meters  and twelve hours to their new home.  One more trip should take care of that.  I have stopped men-
tioning the rock moving exercise to any one who isn’t a rock hound.  They simply don’t understand.  
While my resolve hardly waivers — I have been thinking of starting a collection of North American pum-
ice.   
 
Another question people always ask is what we are going to do now that we have retired.  I have never 
been asked that question by a rock hound.  I have taken to passing on a white lie:  People just can’t see 
someone “ doing nothing but collecting rocks and enjoying the peace and quiet”.  So I tell them we are 
going to be raising Buffalo and Emus.  Somehow that seems to make a great deal more sense to the non 
rockhound. 
 
We have  missed our fellow rock hounds.  The last couple of Thursday meeting we were carting a truck 
load of rocks and furniture North.  We will see you at Summer camp or the September meeting. 

♦ Art and Jo-Ann Blomquist 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

The great rock move..or — Sisyphus was a Sissy 
Articles?  

ablom@shaw.ca 


