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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

On  May 8th I was able to at-
tend the Calgary Gem 
Show. Liz and I have vis-
ited previous Calgary rock 

and gem shows and always liked the great vari-
ety of show cases. This year's show  was no ex-
ception. 

  

One show case section displayed 
the work of many past show chair-
persons including the current chair, 
Wayne Braunberger, with oustand-
ing "Paleozoic Invertebrate Fossils" 
from Alberta and British Columbia 
such as trilobites and corals. Wayne 
is also Chair of the Alberta Palaeontological So-
ciety which contributed several interesting dis-
plays, including one on Tyranno-
saurid teeth. The Calgary Faceters 
Guild and the Archaeological Soci-
ety of Alberta also displayed and 
demonstrated, as did the Metalforic 
Group (the Association of Metal 
Artists) with Calgary's own Charles 
Lewton-Brain contributing extraor-
dinary gold and silver designs (cage 
series). 

  

A case of North West Territories rocks and  fos-
sils by Doris Rose-Smith was a rare treat. It con-
tained MacKenzie River jaspers, a variety of 
Norman Wells fossils, including an outstanding 
agatized favosite coral and finally, the piece de 
resistance, two samples of the Acasta River 
gneiss. 
This is 
the old-
est rock 
on 
earth at 
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H A S T I N G S  C E N T R E  

R O C K H O U N D S  

 

 

• To John Bow-
man.  Author 
Extraordinaire. 

• To everyone 
helping set up 
the meetings. 

• For your arti-
cles.  Please 
keep them com-
ing. 

• Banner Photo:  
The Endako 
Moly Copper 
mine viewed 
from the Blom-
quists’ Rock 
Ranch in En-
dako. See Arti-
cle in the next 
Rocket:  
“Moving 
Rocks” 
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4.5 billion years. It is a perfectly ordinary-
looking gneiss but an extraordinary geo-
logical find from 300 km northwest of Yel-
lowknife in the NWT. I was lucky to find 
Doris willing to trade one piece of Acasta 
gneiss for an ammolite gem. Doris' case 

also contained "porcelain agate" 
from Colville Lake, NWT, of which 
I had not heard before. Doris sug-
gested if, you cannot make it to the 
"great Norman Wells Fossil Hunt" 
you will find the same fossils around 
Hay River - just a little closer. 

  

There were many interesting displays. It is 
hard to cover all in a short comment. On 
the whimsical side was the case of a for-

mer show chair, Dick St. Pierre, who 
linked speciifc stones with occupa-
tions such as: shoemaker - cobble-
stone, banker - goldstone, taxman - 
bloodstone, bartender - whetstone, 
doctor - gallstone, astronaut - moon-
stone, politician - blarneystone, tour-
ist - yellowstone etc. I also liked the 
excellent display of Karen Bahr's 

"One-of-kind jewellery" and the jewelry 
"Creations by Seniors Group". Two clubs 
from B.C. participated; the Golden Rock 
and Fossil Club and the Shushwap Rock 
Club, the latter advertising their June 25-
26 "Show and Sale" in Sorrento. 

  

There were also some not-so-good display 

(Continued on page 2) 
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- we oppose any 
kind of blanket 
prohibition of 
collecting of 
fossils by Brit-
ish Columbians 
and do not 
agree with any 
suggestion that 
only palaeon-
tologists should 
be allowed to 
collect fossils.   

Calgary Rock show continued: 
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cases, usually too busy or lacking in a coherent theme. One had 80 "Minerals of England" crowding a 
case but not a single label to identify the minerals. Another had Mexican Fire Agate with the agates so 
far back in the showcase that I could not see any of the fire. An interesting show overall, well worth a 
visit if you are in Calgary the first weekend in May. 

♦ Karl A. Friedmann 

Fossil Management Framework 
     On behalf of the BC Lapidary Society, we appreciate the opportunity to have our input in the 
proposed policy framework regarding fossils.  The BC Lapidary Society was formed fifty years ago 
and is the umbrella organization for rock and mineral clubs throughout British Columbia.  We cur-
rently have 34 member clubs from all areas of the province, representing over two thousand mem-
bers.  Many of our members are avid mineral and fossil collectors, so we are very interested in the 
policies that are being suggested in your discussion paper. 
 
     Having reviewed the paper produced in November, 2004 by the Fossil Management Review 
Technical Working Group, we have the following submissions: 
 

- we agree that there is a need to have some kind of legislation that protects fossils from de-
struction and undue commercial exploitation, recognizing the value that some fossils have 
to the scientific community; 

 
- we agree that fossils have distinctive cultural significance that places them in a different 

category from minerals, and therefore, it does not make sense to include fossils as part of 
the mineral claims process; 

 
- we oppose any kind of blanket prohibition of collecting of fossils by British Columbians and 

do not agree with any suggestion that only palaeontologists should be allowed to collect 
fossils.   

 
- we agree that there should be provisions for certain fossil sites to be given protected status, 

which could include placing limits on anything other than surface collecting, limits on how 
much could be collected,  restrictions on excavation of fossils, and perhaps require permits 
to collect at that site; 

 
- we suggest that more consideration be given to the consideration of what is a fossil.  We 

submit that petrified wood should not be given the status of a fossil for purposes of this 
legislation, as this is not the type of material that is normally considered significant to the 
scientific community; 

 
- we agree that there should be an advisory committee to advise on fossil management issues, 

and we ask that the BC Lapidary Society be given a representative on such a committee; 
 

- while we do not have a specific position on the issue of whether the commercial sale of fos-
sils should be allowed, this is obviously an area that would require some type of regulation 
if such sales were permitted under any proposed legislation; 

(Continued on page 6) 

This is an ex-
cerpt of a letter 
sent by John 
Bowman on be-
half of the BC 
Lapidary Society, 
to the Corporate 
Land and Re-
source Govern-
ance Divi-
sion,Ministry of 
Sustainable Re-
source Manage-
ment  in re-
sponse to a pro-
posed policy re-
garding collect-
ing fossils. 
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Meeting called to order at 7:40 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: 
noted that there was a smaller than 
usual crowd tonight. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: re-
ceived newsletters from Surrey, 
Port Moody, Campbell River 
clubs, Creative Jewellers’ Guild, 
Outdoor Recreation Council and 
May Lapidary Journal. 
 
Treasurer: Sue 
McElgunn: reported 
on balance in account. 
 
Programming: Cliff 
will do a program to-
night on petrified charcoal from 
Alberta. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: Jade 
West trip for this Sunday is can-
celled.  Would like to lead a trip to 
Blanchard Mtn for stilpnomalene.  
Tentative date: June 12th.  
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 31 
people signed in with one new 
member.  Brecchia is the door 
prize. 
 
Social : Brigitte Rohde: need peo-

ple to bring goodies for May 
meeting. 
 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: 
want to change case to put in 
lapidary work.  Need more 
items. 
 
History: Jackie Walker: have 
pictures from the show in the 
photo album. 
 
Ways & Means: Ted Geer-
naert: have tickets for slabs on 

sale tonight. 
 
Rep to Cen-
tre: Michael 

Edwards: Oct 2nd will 
be 50th anniversary of 
this Centre.  We will 

be asked to put up a booth at 
this event. 
 
Del to Society: Reported on 
Rendezvous and asked how 
many going on mine tour, din-
ner and pancake breakfast.  
Reports on proposed fossil 
policy and what Society is do-
ing about it. 
 
M/S/C: That we donate $750 
to the Community Associa-
tion. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:14 m. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds April General Meeting Minutes  

Next 
Meeting: 
 
Thursday, June 
23rd, 2005 

 British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2005 Winter 

 

Up Coming Field Trips 
and Events 

 

Continued on Page 5 

Elizabeth Falls 
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President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
   Email: ablom@shaw.ca 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

A  major research institution has recently announced the discovery of the heaviest chemical yet known to science. This new element 
has been tentatively named "Governmentium". 

Governmentium has one neutron, 12 assistant neutrons, 75 deputy neutrons, and 224 assistant deputy neutrons, giving it an atomic 
mass of 312. 

These 312 particles are held together by forces called morons, which are surrounded by vast quantities of lepton-like particles called peons. 
Since Governmentium has no electrons, it is inert. However, it can be detected as it impedes every reaction with which it comes into contact. A 
tiny amount of Governmentium causes one reaction to take over four days to complete when it would normally take less than a second. 

Governmentium has a normal half-life of four years; it does not decay but instead, it undergoes a reorganization in which a portion of the assis-
tant neutrons and deputy neutrons exchange places. In fact, Governmentium's mass will actually increase over time since each reorganization 

will cause more morons to become neutrons, forming isodopes. This characteristic of 
moron-promotion leads some scientists to speculate that Governmentium is formed 
whenever morons reach a certain quantity in concentration. This hypocritical quantity 
is referred to as "Critical Morass." You will know it when you see it. 

 

When catalyzed with money, Governmentium becomes Administratium, an element 
which radiates just as much energy since it has half as many peons but twice as many 
morons. 

 

♦ Thanks to Jim Laird  

New Element Discovered 
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BCGLS Field trips continued.. 

Summer Camp  

August 1 - 5, 2005 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society 

 

Puntzi Lake Resort 
Chilanko Forks, B.C. 
PO Box 65 
Chilanko Forks, BC V0L 1V0 
Tel. 250-226-7306, Toll free 1-800-578-6804  
E mail 
When making your reservation for either a cabin 
or campground space, make sure you tell them 
you are with the rockhounds for the 10% reduc-
tion group rate rate 
Visit the park at: Puntzi Lake Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information see the BCGLS site at: 

http://lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 

No official fossil 
collecting going on 
here.  No sirree,  
haven’t even seen a 
fossil. You want 
me to take this to 
Victoria and dump 
it where? 

Hill 60 on Vancouver Island,    
June 5/05 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: TBA 
Material: Rhodonite, jasper, garnet 
Contact: Bob Morgan 
Comments: High clearance vehicles only 
for final 10 km. Bring large hammers & 
chisels as we will be bashing boulders. 
Headlamps if you want to enter the dark-
ened (bear-filled) adits. 

Slesse Creek, June 19/05 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Cottonwood Mall Bur-
ger King, Chilliwack/Sardis exit 
Material: Crinoid Fossils. 
E mail: De Singleton 
Comments: High clearance vehicle ABSO-
LUTELY necessary- no cars. Bring tools 
rock hammer, chisel, large hammer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Mountain, July 10/05 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: brownish garnets, wollastonite, cal-
cite 
E mail: De Singleton 
Comments: This trip will require a fairly 
lengthyhike uphill, so make sure you're in 
good shape.  

Bring rock hammer, chisel, hammer and a 
lunch. 

Emory Creek, July 24/05 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: nickel silicate, garnets, staurolite 
Contact: Bob Morgan 
Comments: Bring a rock hammer, chisel, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle. 

 



 

 

 
- we believe that the legislation protecting fossils should apply to everyone, including corporations.  As the attached article 

from the March 14th, 2005 Kamloops Daily News notes, there is currently a situation in the area of the McAbee fossil 
area where a commercial quarry is destroying tons of fossil specimens with no regulation whatsoever.  It does not make 
sense to us that we would have restrictions placed on individual citizens on the collection of fossils, while allowing 
businesses the right to engage in far more destructive behaviour with no limits placed on their activities; 

 
- any policy that is developed must include the necessary government resources to make the policy workable.  It is sug-

gested at one point in the policy paper that all fossils that are collected should be sent to the Provincial Museum in Vic-
toria to determine whether or not they have any scientific value, before being returned to the collector, or retained by 
the museum.  We sincerely doubt that the Provincial Museum has the resources to do this in a timely manner, if at all.  
We also doubt that collectors who find fossils in areas throughout the province are going to ship their fossils over to 
Victoria for such an examination. 

 
- we submit that any existing owners of mineral claims that include fossils should have their claims grandfathered and 

should be able to maintain those claims as long as they keep the claim active.  This does not rule out putting restrictions 
on what may occur on these sites if such restrictions were required to protect fossils of scientific interest. 

 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to further discuss these important issues.  We are hopeful that you will be 
able to come up with legislation that provides protection for fossils while at the same time allowing all British Columbians to 
collect fossils on a responsible basis while enjoying the natural beauty of our province. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
John Bowman, 
President, BC Lapidary Society, 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Fossil Policy continued 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 


