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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

The 2005 BC Lapidary Society annual 
show in Abbotsford is in the books 
and will go down as a successful 
event.  Con-
gratulations 
to Show 
Chair Cam 
Bacon and 
the show 
committee 
for another 
well organ-
ized event.  
Speaking of 
well organ-
ized, I am 
writing this without the aid of the 
notes that I took while at the show, so 
this will all be from memory. 
 
The theme for this year’s show was 
jade.  I much prefer a show that has a 
theme and those who attended could 
not help noticing this year’s theme as 
there was a tremendous volume of 
jade not just in the special display 
cases but in many club cases as well.  
There was jade in all its forms, 
whether they be carvings, cabochons, 
or jade rough.   There was lots of BC 
jade but also examples of jade from 
various locations around the world.  
There were many beautiful jade carv-
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• To John Bow-
man.  Author 
Extraordinaire. 

• To everyone 
helping set up 
the meetings. 

• For your arti-
cles.  Please 
keep them com-
ing. 

• Banner Photo: 
Thanks to Siggi 
Rohde: taken 
by his son in  
the Whistler 
Mountains 
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ings including Lyle Sopel’s carv-
ings in the special displays, not to 
mention our own club’s Brian 

Matheson’s 
carved jade 
loon, first dis-
played at our 
show.  This was 
the first time 
that I can re-
member that 
two members of 
our club had 
their works in 
the special dis-

plays area.  Besides Brian’s carv-
ing, there was also Karl Freid-
man's ammolite case featured as a 
special display.  Jade West also 
had a beautiful case of polished 
jade chunks from various BC lo-
cations. 
One new feature of this year’s 
show was a people’s choice vote, 
where everyone could vote on 
their favorite showcase from the 
club members’ area.  The winner 
was a case full of beautiful jade 
carvings from a member of the 
Delta Club.  Elaine Thompson’s 
beautiful carvings earned her sec-
ond prize.  Others tied for second 

(Continued on page 2) 

Bruno Jasper 

T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !  
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Now that our 

club show and 

the big show 

are both done, 

we can focus 

our energy on 

going out and 

collecting 

rocks.  Who 

knows what 

treasures 

await! 

Abbotsford Rock show continued: 
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were a case of Squilax Mtn cabs from the Shuswap club and a case of jewellery 
from the Creative Jeweler's Guild.  I think this is a good way to get visitors to the 
show to take the time to look at all the cases while also rewarding the people 
who take the time to put together good cases. 
 
The new jade book written by Stan Leeming and Rick Hudson was published 

just in time for sale at our show and the authours were there to sign the 
books.  I bought a copy and have found it to be very interesting reading. 
 
The usual demonstrators were augmented by an area set up just outside the 
show building where one of BC’s most well-known stone carvers, Deborah 
Wilson, did some carving.  We were fortunate to have many wonderful 
cases of stone carving from artists and club members across the province. 
 
Our club was well represented with showcases from Karl Friedmann, Liz 
O’Hea, Joseph Lei, Lillian Castle, and the Bowman family.  We were also 
well represented when it came to drawing the member’s draw prizes with 
Lillian Castle, Joseph Lei, Robert Crump, and Annette Schwab all winning 

prizes. 
As this was the 50th anniversary of the Society, we had a special pin made up 
which was included in each display case.  This helped tie all the showcases to-
gether and is a good idea for any show.  If you have not yet got the special pin, 
they will be available for sale at Rendezvous in Logan Lake. 
Of course there was the usual large variety of dealers, which put a dent in any 
rockhound’s pocket book.  I picked up a Patagonian pinecone fossil from Argen-
tina, a Celestite specimen from Madagascar, and a green Halite specimen from 
Australia, as well as a couple of books.  Diane bought a beautiful carved seal 
head from one of the artists who had a special display and also bought a nice 
carved red sunstone from Gunter Otto, as well as some chunks of chrysoprase 
and who knows what else.  
 
The show ran smoothly, with no major problems or complaints.  We had an 
ATM machine on site for the first time, which appeared to be well used.  Now 
that our club show and the big show are both done, we can focus our energy on 
going out and collecting rocks.  Who knows what treasures await! 
 

♦ John Bowman 
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Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: 
Thanks everyone for helping out 
at the show.  Quite a few new 
members joined during the show, 
some of whom are here tonight.  
Show Chair Bill Needoba did an 
excellent job. 
Secretary: John Bowman: re-
ceived newsletters from Creative 
Jewellers Guild, Burnaby club, 
Port Moody club, Campbell River 
club, Surrey club and notice on In-
ternational Jeweller’s workshop in 
Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington. 
Treasurer: Sue 
McElgunn: over 1100 
people attended the 
show.  Expect reve-
nues will be ahead of 
last year. She will give 
a detailed report to executive.  Re-
ported on balance in account. 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: next 
trip is March 27th to Four Brothers 
Mtn for quartz crystals.  It is a one 
hour climb to the site. 
Sunshine: Cliff Smith: sent a card 
to Sue McElgunn. 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 17 
new members joined at the show.  
Two joined tonight.  Door prize is 
a wooden egg from Cliff Smith. 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: gives 
special thanks to the show com-

mittee and those who helped 
him with the show. 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: thanks 
for donations of food for the 
show and thanks to those who 
helped her at the show. 
 
Workshop: Dan Constan-
tinescu: he and Siggi will be 
fixing small saw and repairing 
sanders. 
 
Showcase: Diane Bowman: 
will change showcase at April 

general meet-
ing.  Please 
bring lapidary 
work for show 
case. 

 
Ways & Means: 
Linda Foy (filling in 

for Ted): has rows of slabs so 
get your tickets. 
Programming: Linda Foy:  
let me know any ideas you 
have for programming. 
Rep to Center: Michael Ed-
wards: have been asked how 
many of our members live in 
the community.  Will give 
them member list. 
Historian: Jackie Walker: 
wants pictures from show. 
Bill Needoba will provide her 
with some. 
Delegate to Society: John 
Bowman: reported on rendez-

vous, summer camp and Abbots-
ford show. 
New Business : Michael Edwards 
reported that West Van club has 
three showcases that they would 
like to get rid of.  It was suggested 
that our club take them.  Karl 
Friedmann reported on a possible 
field trip to a dealer in Belling-
ham, Washington for April 16th.  
(trip has since been cancelled). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm.    

Hastings Centre Rockhounds March General Meeting Minutes  

Next 
Meeting: 
 
Thursday, April 
28th, 2005 

 British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2005 Winter 

 

Up Coming Field 
Trips and Events 

RENDEZVOUS 
2005 
May 20 - 23 
Logan Lake Recreation   
Centre 
321 Chartrand Drive, Logan 
Lake, B.C. 

Continued on Page 5 
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President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
   Email: ablom@shaw.ca 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

Plans are moving right along for Rendezvous in Logan Lake. We are looking forward to seeing everyone here and are keeping our fingers 
crossed for good weather for you for that weekend. We do have the arena dry ice surface so we have lots of room and are hoping to be able to 
have an interesting and informative show with lots of displays and demonstrations. The Kamloops Paleontology Club is putting in a display 
case and the Kamloops Exploration Group is setting up a table.  We encourage each club to bring some rocks to display and also a big invita-
tion to any demonstrators who would like to demonstrate their skills and creativity. 

Some updates: 

Motel:  The Logan Lake Motel has been sold.  New owners take possession end of the month.  10 upstairs rooms will be available by May.  
Call Colleen @ 250-523-2430.  She will handle reservations until they have a phone. 

 

Mine Tour:  Highland Valley Copper Mine has offered to hire two 45 passenger buses 
to take us on a tour of the mine.  They will pick up at the Rec Centre parking lot and 
return us later. Pick up at 10am Fri May 20th.  If this fills, they will do another at 2pm. 
I need a list of names from each club of who would like to register for the 10am tour 
and a list of those who would like to go at 2pm (if it is offered).  The mine has also 
agreed to dump some rock up off the road behind the Mine Viewpoint for us to pick 
through. 

McAbee: Confirmed for Sat. only.  $10.00 for the day. 

Display Cases: 

I need to know a couple of weeks ahead of time how many your club will need me to 
order from the Society.   Also, if you are bringing your own cases, please let me know 
how many, so I will have enough tables set up. 

Meals:  Dinner (Roast Beef) - $14.00 adult, $6.00 child.  Pancake Breakfast  - $5.50. 
Approx. numbers for both by May 9th would be appreciated. Some clubs have already 
done this, thanks. 

      (Continued on page 6) 
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BCGLS Field trips continued.. 

Summer Camp  

August 1 - 5, 2005 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society 

 

Puntzi Lake Resort 
Chilanko Forks, B.C. 
PO Box 65 
Chilanko Forks, BC V0L 1V0 
Tel. 250-226-7306, Toll free 1-800-578-6804  
E mail 
When making your reservation for either a cabin 
or campground space, make sure you tell them 
you are with the rockhounds for the 10% reduc-
tion group rate rate 
Visit the park at: Puntzi Lake Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information see the BCGLS site at: 

http://lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 

And after a hard 
day’s rockhound-
ing what is one to 
do but set up camp 
and guard the treas-
ure and plot the 
next day’s adven-
tures .... 

Hill 60 on Vancouver Island,    
June 5/05 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: TBA 
Material: Rhodonite, jasper, garnet 
Contact: Bob Morgan 
Comments: High clearance vehicles only 
for final 10 km. Bring large hammers & 
chisels as we will be bashing boulders. 
Headlamps if you want to enter the dark-
ened (bear-filled) adits. 

Slesse Creek, June 19/05 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Cottonwood Mall Bur-
ger King, Chilliwack/Sardis exit 
Material: Crinoid Fossils. 
E mail: De Singleton 
Comments: High clearance vehicle ABSO-
LUTELY necessary- no cars. Bring tools 
rock hammer, chisel, large hammer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Mountain, July 10/05 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: brownish garnets, wollastonite, cal-
cite 
E mail: De Singleton 
Comments: This trip will require a fairly 
lengthyhike uphill, so make sure you're in 
good shape.  

Bring rock hammer, chisel, hammer and a 
lunch. 

Emory Creek, July 24/05 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
Material: nickel silicate, garnets, staurolite 
Contact: Bob Morgan 
Comments: Bring a rock hammer, chisel, 
cracking hammer, squirt bottle. 

 



 

 

Friday May 20th 

10am - Mine tour buses.  Rec Centre parking lot (pre-register) 

12am - Rec Centre open for our club to start set up 

2pm - If morning tour’s full, a second mine tour will go (pre-register) 

Registration:  late afternoon and evening 

7pm to 10pm - Drop-in Social at Highland House.  This is just something our club decided to offer if people would like to drop by and 
visit over a coffee or cup of tea for a bit after setting up.  Highland House has offered their sitting lounge area and if it’s nice out, the 
area outside.  It’s not huge, but if people come and go over the evening it should work out fine. 

 9pm  - Rec Centre closed 

 

Any donations of items for the bucket raffle and the auction are needed and appreciated. Looking forward to seeing you. 

 

♦ Jan Kohar 250-523-9532 or e-mail (subject: Rendezvous) gkohar@telus.net  

or High Country Rockhounds Box 1182, Logan Lake, B.C. V0K 1W0 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Rendezvous 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 


