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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

 

T he last weekend in February 
means it is time for the 
Everett, Washington rock 
and mineral 

show.  This is one show that 
is always worth going to.  It 
has a good mix of show-
cases and dealers and always 
seems to draw a good crowd 
of people from the commu-
nity.  It was nice to see as 
we walked in the door, 
there were posters on the 
wall promoting our Society show in 
Abbotsford. 
 
As usual I first went and 
checked out the showcases.  
One that stood out was a collec-
tion of agate with specific shapes in 
them, such as a Brazilian agate with 
the number ten in it and a 
piece of Bruno jasper with the 
face of a smiling pig! (now 
that was worth the trip to 
Everett in itself).  There was a 
case with petrified wood samples from 
all over the U.S., and a collection of 
garnets from Mexico, the U.S, Canada 

Everett Show Draws Crowds 
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• To John Bow-
man.  Author 
Extraordinaire. 

• To everyone 
helping set up 
the meetings. 

• For your arti-
cles.  Please 
keep them com-
ing. 

• Banner Photo: 
Old abandoned 
adit about 60 
Km’s up the 
Yalakom Val-
ley.  Snow  
should be going  
soon…. 
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and China.  There was a beautiful 
case of blue chalcedony from Af-
rica, Mexico and Oregon and a 

good collection of quartz crys-
tals including some great Her-
kimer diamonds.  There was 
an excellent case of various 
mineral specimens including a 
great California gold speci-
men.   

 
Other cases of note includ-

ing carnelian rough and cabs, a 
collection of Walker Valley speci-
mens and sapphires from Mon-
tana, a good collection of mainly 
BC fossils from a junior club 
member, some nice polished Lab-
radorite, a good selection of pur-
ple facetted stones (natural and 
manmade), and a collection of 

materials from various  Wash-
ington field trip locations.  Ed 
Lehman and crew were present 
at this show as usual, and sell-

ing copies of their excellent field 
trip location guide for Washing-
ton. 
 
There were the usual demonstra-

(Continued on page 2) 

Bruno Jasper 

T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !  
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Diane picked up 
a few items in-
cluding more 
ocean jasper.  
(They say that 
the supply of 
this material is 
running out, 
however, it has 
really only 
moved from 
Madagascar to 
our house). 

Everett Rock show continued: 
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tors making cabs, faceting, and stone carving.  There is a good silent auction 
here as well, with many good examples from Washington collecting sites avail-
able at reasonable prices.  A member of our club who shall remain anonymous 

showed us a nice large specimen of opalized wood that she got at the 
silent auction.  Unfortunately, her paper bag broke and the rock hit the 
floor with a loud crash narrowly missing her sister’s foot! 
 
There was a good selection of dealers selling their wares.  Diane picked 
up a few items including more ocean jasper.  (They say that the supply 
of this material is running out, however, it has really only moved from 

Madagascar to our house).  Diane also picked up some nice blue opal, which was 
a material that we had not seen before.  There is also a good club sales table at 
this show that always has a good selection of slabs at reasonable prices. 

 
On the way home, we stopped at Camano Island to wan-
der on the beach there.  This is the first time we checked 
this place out, but it won’t be the last.  It is a nice place 
to wander along the beach in the state park, although the 
agates are few and far between.  The next U.S. show we 
will probably get to is the Bellingham club show in 
April, a few weeks after our big show in Abbotsford. 
 

♦ John Bowman 
 

Would you like to get the Rocket delivered electronically?  There are several ad-
vantages to consider about electronic delivery.  First and foremost,  no trees are 
required to read your copy.  The quality will be improved, as every copy is a col-
our copy.  Delivery is quicker—the speed of the internet, or almost as fast as 
three rockhounds racing to a dig site.   Also,  the cost of producing the Rocket 
would be greatly reduced.  Of course, to receive the Rocket electronically re-
quires a computer and an email address.  I will send you the Rocket via email in 
what is called a PDF format.  Most computers will be able to read this format.  If 
yours is one that doesn’t,  just download the free viewer from:  
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html  If you would like to try 
viewing the Rocket electronically just email me at ablom@shaw.ca  

♦ Art   Blomquist 

Get the Rocket Electronically 
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Meeting called to order at 7:42 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: as 
this is the last meeting before the 
show, please help our Show Chair 
out by volunteering to work at the 
show. 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: pass-
ing list around to sign up to volun-
teer for show.  Linda needs door 
prizes.  Cliff will invite Ron Ste-
vens to demonstrate. 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: re-
ported on bank balance. 
 
Programming: Linda 
Foy: Karl Friedmann 
will do a presentation 
on ammolite tonight. 
 
Ways & Means: 
Linda/Ted: six rows of prizes to-
night. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: is a trip 
to Waleach bar this Sunday. 
 
Sunshine: Cliff Smith: Lillian 
Castle is out of hospital after be-
ing admitted for pneumonia.  Sent 
sympathy card to Chuck Craver 
regarding the death of his wife. 

 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 
41 members signed in includ-
ing two new members. 
Newsletter: Art Blomquist: 
newsletters available for dis-
tribution tonight.  Will send 
out membership list with next 
newsletter. 
Social: Marilyns: need people 
to bring treats for March 
meeting and for the show. 
Workshop: Dan Constan-
tinescu: Sanders and saws 

need some 
work. 
 
History: Jackie 
Walker: 

brought latest history 
book showing show-
cases from last year’s 

shows.  Take a look to give 
you ideas for this show. 
 
Publicity: Denise Relkie: have 
more flyers if anyone needs 
them for distribution. 
 
Rep to Society:  John Bow-
man: reported on proposed 
by-laws, Rendezvous, sum-
mer camp and Yukon trip. 
 
New Business: Cliff Smith re-
ported on a new book on BC 
Jade by Stan Leeming and 

Rick Hudson that should be avail-
able for the Abbotsford show.  
Mitch suggested that our newslet-
ter should be sent out online to 
those who want it that way to save 
postage.  Brian reported on some 
jade carvings he brought for show 
and tell.  Karl reported that he 
handed out many show flyers at 
the outdoor show the previous 
weekend. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm. 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds February General Meeting Minutes  

Next 
Meeting: 
 
Thursday, March 
24th, 2005 

 British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2005 Winter 

 
 

Up Coming Field 
Trips and Events 

RENDEZVOUS 
2005 
May 20 - 23 
Logan Lake Recreation Cen-
tre 
321 Chartrand Drive, Logan 
Lake, B.C. 

Continued on Page 5 
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President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
   Email: ablom@shaw.ca 

 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

 

B.C. GEM SHOW  

April 1st, 2nd & 3rd 2005 

• Friday: 10:00am - 8:00pm 
• Saturday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
• Sunday: 10:00am - 6:00pm 
Ag-Rec Building, Central Fraser Valley Fairgrounds, 
32470 - Haida Drive, Abbotsford, British Columbia. 

 

Admission: Adults - $5.00, 
Students (6 - 17) - $2.00, 
Under 6 (accompanied by an adult) - Free 
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Four Brothers Mountain, March 27/05 
Leader: Gary Richards 
Meeting place: 9 am, Bridal Falls coffee shop 
Material: Epidote & quartz crystals. 
Contact: Gary Richards, 604-294-4334 

Harrison Lake Fossils, April 17/05 
Leader: Gordon & Walt Pinder 
Meeting place: 9 am, Sasquatch Inn 
Material: Buchia, belemnites, & possibly 
trigonia fossils. 
Contact: Gordon Pinder, 604-870-4779 
or Walt Pinder, 604-826-8232 
or E mail: Walt Pinder 

 

 

BCGLS Field trips continued.. 

Please see: http://lapidary.bc.ca/rendez.html for 
full details of this trip.  Accomodation is very 
limited so be sure and make your arrangements 
early. 

 

Rendezvous continued from page 3. 

Summer Camp  

August 1 - 5, 2005 

Briitish Columbia Lapidary Society 

 

Puntzi Lake Resort 
Chilanko Forks, B.C. 
PO Box 65 
Chilanko Forks, BC V0L 1V0 
Tel. 250-226-7306, Toll free 1-800-578-6804  
E mail 
When making your reservation for either a cabin 
or campground space, make sure you tell them 
you are with the rockhounds for the 10% reduc-
tion group rate rate 
Visit the park at: Puntzi Lake Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information see the BCGlS site at: 

http://lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 

Well some rocks 
do smell… and 
some you need to 
get really close to, 
but if you’re a 
Rockhound this 
picture needs no 
explanation... 



 

 

was unique in that it was never filled in, but 
was encased in grey hard material.  The 
structure inside is called the septum, or “the 
compartments”. 
 I still have this specimen and will bring it 
some night for show and tell.  Since then, 
some 20 years ago, I found another beauti-
ful specimen at the same spot.  It is a Bacu-
lite. 
 The Souris River, 100+ years ago, was a 

good sized river.  It starts in 
Saskatchewan, goes down into 
North Dakota and then up into 
Manitoba, draining into the As-
siniboine.  It used to be full of 
fish, pike, pickerel, etc, but not 
there are no fish at all.  There 
are many dams on the river now 
and the flow is very, very low. 
 Many people have been to the 
Souris gravel pit, famous for its 

agates, jaspers, petrified wood, etc. 
 

♦ Cliff  Smith    

 

 I  was raised in Manitoba, at the town of 
Wawanesa, on the Souris River.  One day in 
1933, when I was 14 years old, I was on the 
river looking for agates.  In those days not 

many people bothered with them.  They were quite 
plentiful.  I picked up this rock with a hole in both 
ends.  You could see inside what looked like a frame-
work of shell.  I had no idea 
what it was until some 
years later, when I read 
about them and saw pic-
tures in a fossil book, that it 
was called a Baculite.  They 
are quite common in the 
Bear Paw Formation. 
 What had happened was, 
over the millennia, the 
Souris River had cut right 
down through the prairie sediments into the Upper 
Cretaceous rocks that were layed down some 65 mil-
lion years ago.  I found out later that they were quite 
common at different places along the river, but they 
were always filled with stone.  This one that I found 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Cliff Smith’s first fossil 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 


