
 

 

th
e 

The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

 W hile shopping in Richmond in the 
fall of 2002, we stumbled into the 
people who missed the outing to 

Jade West Corp.: This was one of the more inter-
esting trips. 

We all had a great time digging through the 
heaps of Jade, Rhodonite, Lapis Lazuli, even bits 
and pieces of Tiger eye. 

Brian Matheson introduced us to owner Kirk 
Makepeace who greeted us on his property on 
176th. Street in South Surrey.  He gave us the 
most interesting information about the history of 
Jade West.  He also gave us a rundown from ex-
ploration, mining, transportation out of the rug-
ged North, to distribution all over the World. He 
also gave us information about the present and 
the future of the Company. 

Anyone interested about the biggest 
Miner/Dealer in Canadian Nephrite Jade, check 
out; www.jademine.com. 

We then proceeded into the showroom.  What a 
wonderful collection of pieces of art, all made 
from B.C. Nephrite Jade.  Kirk told us about the 
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• To all the au-
thors who are 
helping share 
their love of 
our hobby with 
others.. 

• To everyone 
helping set up 
the meetings. 

• It is in Giving 
that we receive. 

• Cover photo 
Sun coming out 
over Bevis Bar. 
—Agates scur-
rying for 
cover.. Jade 
boulders dig-
ging hideouts... 
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history of Jade and the different 
types found in the world. 

Then out into the yard we went. 
From $1/2 million Jade boul-
ders to tumbling bits & pieces 
everything was there. 

We all started digging through 
heaps of all kinds of stones. 

Everybody got more then we 
actually had in mind.  We were 
given a special price of $5.00 a 
pound for the rough rock and 
50% off of the pieces in the 
Show room. 

The two hours scheduled for 
the trip were gone in no time. 

A big "THANK YOU" for Kirk and Brian 
to make this trip possible.  

I hope we can repeat this trip in the future. 

 

♦ Siggi Rhode 

$500, 000 Polar Jade Boulder.   Dan in background  trying to lift it.. 

T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !  

A field of Jade.   



 

 

“...after Mary 

saw the pic-
tures and heard my 
story she said I 
couldn't go out ex-
ploring on my own 

anymore .” 

Looking East to-
wards the Thompson 
River Valley 
 

Buse Lake Agate ... 
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My  wife Mary had gone to Ottawa to visit the grandkids and I was itch-
ing to get out to do some rockhounding.  I had always been interested 
in checking out the Buse Lake claim to see if I could find some 
pieces of those beautiful blue seam agates.  So I stocked up the RV, 

hooked the Suzuki on the back, and headed out to Kamloops.  Once I made camp in 
Kamloops I called my Sister and Brother-in-law, who live in Armstrong, to see if they'd 
like to do some exploring with me.  They readily agreed and met me early the next 

morning.  In the meantime I called the land owners, whose farmyard and 
land we'd need to travel through to reach the claim, to get permission. We 
set out the next morning and with a little extra direction from the land own-
ers were able to find the claim site.  We dug around for several hours 
(filling our holes) and found a few specimens.  In all, hard labour with 
minimum wages.  My Sister and Brother-in-Law decided to head home so I 

thought I'd get 
in my car and explore 

the area a little more. Using 
directions from one of the rock-
hounding locations books I set 
about finding a site in the 
mountains above Buse Lake.  I 
took the trail that the book said 
went to the top of some cliffs 
where one could find agates in 
the rock fall of their base.  It 
led me for a couple 
of kilometers along a rutted 
road, sometimes very windy be-
tween the trees, sometimes fairly steep.  Well, when I got to the end of the trail I came 
to a large, flat, grassy clearing and there was a huge sign attached to a tree with the 
word 'DANGER'.  I parked, got out of the car and had the wierdest feeling come over 
me.  As it turns out I was at the exact centre of the top of a very large and high cliff.  I 
realized I had come to the top of one of the huge red cliffs that one could see from Buse 
Lake below.  I couldn't get myself to come within 10 feet of the edge as I knew how far 
down it was!  I looked around and noticed there were many signs that cattle grazed in 
this clearing.  I idly wondered if any had ventured too near the edge.  I knew I wasn't 
going to venture any closer to the edge as it was a long, long way straight down and it 
had a strange effect on my sense of balance. I took many pictures as the view was spec-
tacular.  I then looked around to see if there was any way I could get to the base of the 
cliffs as this is where the book stated I could search for agates.  I couldn't spot any loca-
tions on either end of the cliff where I could head down without a rapid descent (and 
exhausting return) so I just relaxed and Oh yeah, after Mary saw the pictures and heard 
my story she said I couldn't go out exploring on my own anymore (not sure if she's kid-
ding or not). After a spell I returned back to camp and made plans to visit the basalt col-
umns at Robbins Creek the next day 

♦  Bill Needoba 
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Meeting called to order at 7:38 
p.m. with Nick Tsougrianis pre-
siding. 
President: Nick Tsourgrianis: wel-
comed members to wine and 
cheese night.  Remember to get 
your membership cards signed af-
ter you renew. 
Secretary: John Bowman: re-
ceived Richmond, Campbell 
River, Surrey, West Van, and Bur-
naby club newsletters, two issues 
of Rock and Gem magazine, Or-
nament magazine, Lapidary Jour-
nal, and Rock and Mineral Maga-
zine. 
Treasurer: Sue McEl-
gunn: reported on bal-
ance in accounts.  Paid 
for a subscription re-
newal for Ornament 
magazine. 
Programming: need 
person to do this as Prentice Lee is 
not able to continue. Have opal 
video which we will show at Janu-
ary meeting. 
Field trips: Siggi Rohde: will have 
a field trip to Jade West this Satur-
day.  There is a trip to Bridal Falls 
on Sunday.  There is also a trip to 
Yale bar on January 9th. 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 40 
members signed in.  We have a 
mineral specimen for our door 
prize. 7 renewals tonight. 
Newsletter Art Blomquist: thanks 

for the articles.  Art was com-
mended by the membership 
for the great job he is doing 
on the newsletter. 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba: 
March 19 and 20 are the show 
dates.  We are getting re-
sponses from dealers.  Let Bill 
know if you will demonstrate 
at the show.  Denise has made 
up flyers to distribute on the 
show. 
 
Historian: Jackie Walker: 
agrees to take back the histo-
rian job.  Sue gives her pic-

tures for the 
history scrap-
book from the 
recent open 

house. 
 
Workshop: Dan Con-

stantinescu: we will be hold-
ing an instructor class for the 
workshop in February and 
March. 
 
Publicity:  Denise Relkie: will 
send out show flyers with 
January newsletter. 
 
Rep to Centre: Michael Ed-
wards: just got back from 
Europe.  Will attend meetings 
once travelling is finished. 
 
New Business:  Micheal Ed-
wards brought geodes from 

Morocco and rocks from Montana 
for show and tell.  The Bowmans 
brought sunstones from Oregon 
for people to look at and the Roh-
des brought ammonites and fossils 
from Vancouver Island to show 
us. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 
 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds November General Meeting Minutes  

Next 
Meeting: 
 
Thursday, January 
27th, 2005 

 British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2004 
Fall/Winter 

 
Arne Hamelin 604-581-8326 
  or E mail: Bob Morgan: 
keeko@uniserve.com 

Up Coming Field 
Trips and Events 

Jade West 
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After Summer Camp 2005 a 
group of rockhounds will be trav-
eling to the Yukon to explore and 
rockhound in the Whitehorse 
and Carmacks area. 

We will be traveling north via 
hwy 16 & Hwy 37 with a stop-
over at K’san Campground, 
Hazelton on Hwy. 16 and an-
other stopover at Jade City on 
Hwy 37. While we are at Jade 
City we will have a field trip to 
the Cassiar Jade Mine. 

The field trips for the Whitehorse 
area will be published 
later. 

Meeting date & 
place: 
August 6, 2005 
Sintich R.V. - Trailer 
Park  

P.O. Box 1022, Prince 
George, BC V2L 4V1  

Phone/Fax 250-963-9862,  toll 
free 1-877-963-9862  

E-MAIL: info@sintichpark.bc.ca  

The Sintich RV Park is 5 km 
south of Prince George on Hwy 
97. 

For further information contact:  

Win Robertson,  

Tel. 250-376-4878 or E mail win-

rob@shaw.ca  

or: De Singleton, 

Tel 604-599-6938, E mail: outrock-
hounding@yahoo.ca 

Aug. 7, the group will leave the 
Sinitch Park Sun. am. & 

travel 450 km west on Hwy 16 to 
New Hazelton. We stop at the 

'Ksan Campground a 65 site, full-
service RV park, dump station,.  

Box 326, Hazelton, BC V0J 1Y0; 
250-842-5544. 

We will stop over at the 
K’san Campground 
Mon. Aug 8 for the day 
for sight-seeing in the 
area and a bit of rock-
hounding.. 

Historical sites in the 
area have much of inter-
est to offer. Several fine 
old totems are still 
standing in nearby vil-

lages: Kispiox (people who hid), 
Kitwanga (place of the rabbit peo-
ple), Kitwancool (place of reduced 
numbers). 

Aug. 9, leave K’san Tues morning, 
we will travel on Hwy 37 (Stewart-
Cassiar) to  

Jade City Campground & RV Park. 

The park has 40 level sites, pure 
spring water, clean rest rooms with 

President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
   Email: ablom@shaw.ca 

Yukon Adventure 2005 
running water, 

unmetered hot showers & a sanidump. 

Aug. 10., A one day stopover for a  tour of 
the Cassiar Jade Mine and other local 
attractions. 

Aug. 11, leave Jade City in the am to 
travel to the Alaska Hwy. with a stop at 
the bridge crossing the Blue River to col-
lect bloodstone and possibly peridot in the 
bedrock on the north side of the Blue 
River Bridge. There will be an overnight 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 



 

 

Sunstones—Oregon’s State Gemstone— continued from last issue 

 

T he process requires some people to remove 
the rock from the walls using small sledges 
and chisels once the soil has been removed, 
while other people then screen the dirt and 

rock that is being removed to find the sunstones.  Ide-
ally, you need a quarter inch screen for the task, which 
you can either make yourself or purchase from a place 
like Lee Valley that sells garden screens. 
 
     The prize 
sunstones are 
those with a 
solid red or 
green colour 
that are a carat 
or more in size. 
They are worth 
hundreds of dol-
lars if found 
without cracks 
or flaws.  We 
did not find any 
such stones after 
six hours of dig-
ging and screen-
ing, however, 
we did find 
some stones 
with some red 
and green col-
our and quite a 
few with 
“shiller”, which 
is a red glow 
that reflects in 
the light.  This 
is the first time 
we had found 
any sunstones 
with green col-
our in them as we only found red in the stones we dug 
the previous time we were in this area.   Our friends, 
the Hamelins from the Richmond club who were dig-

ging with us, were staying an extra day to dig at the 
Dust Devil site in hope of finding a better stone that 
could be facetted.  For us, however, it was time to 
head home. 
 
     While in the area, don’t forget to stop by the High 
Desert rock shop in Lakeview, which is the nearest 
town to Plush with hotel facilities.  The woman who 
operates the store is very helpful and owns some pri-

vate claims in the sunstone 
area, which she will let you 
dig on for free.  She will 
supply you with a map to 
her claims when you visit 
the store.  We found a few 
decent sunstones on her 
claim when we dug there 
the previous time we were 
in the area. 
 
     Hopefully  some year we 
will get the chance to spend 
a few days digging sun-
stones in May or September 
when the temperatures are 
cooler.  This is definitely a 
place where you need to 
spend some serious time if 
you are going to find some 
good stones, unless you are 
very lucky.  The reality is 
that the more dirt you 
shovel and screen, the more 
likely you are to find some-
thing worth keeping.  If you 
don’t mind some hard 
physical work, the Oregon 
sunstone area is a great 
place for rockhounds, (the 

rabbits, lizards and snakes like it too!), and is well 
worth checking out if you are planning a trip south. 
♦ John Bowman 
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………………………From the Jewelry Arts Lapidary Journal November 2004 



 

 

Singleton if you plan to join us on this trip. 

We need to know the approximate number of 
spaces we will need in the campgrounds. 

stop along the Alaska Hwy. 

 We will arrive in Whitehorse Aug. 13, 
staying at Mile 913: HI COUNTRY RV 
PARK (867) 667-7445. A  full service RV 
park with a magnificent panoramic view. 
just a mile to downtown.  Featuring 150 shaded  
and scenic sites, pull throughs, dump station, wa-
ter & electric, pay phones, propane, showers and 
laundry, campfire wood, convenience store.  

Proposed field trips in the Whitehorse area will be 
posted later. 

 

PLEASE  notify either Win Robertson or De 

(Continued from page 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Yukon Field Trip Continued.. 

 

So much Rock, So Little time…. 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 

Skagit Valley, 
Jan 14th.   –18 º 
Great time to 
plan the sum-
mer trips.…. 


