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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

I  have the great pleasure of knowing a 
little girl named Molly.  She is 5 years 
old (well...almost 6) and an avid rock-
hound.  Her Mom, who works with me, 

was passing my desk one day and noticed 
the pretty cool rock collection I have there. 
She stopped and told me about her daugh-
ter, who is always bringing home pockets 
full of rocks.  I started sending treasures 
home to Molly, via her Mom.  More and 
more, her interest grew.  The first time I ac-
tually met Molly was at 
our club's last show in 
March.  She brought a 
few of her own rocks for 
me to see and I felt very 
honoured.  Then she 
was off, in awe of all the 
wonders there were to 
see at the show.  She 
had a great time playing 
the Spin & Win and 
cracking open "dinosaur 
eggs".  She even got 
some good stuff in the 
kids silent auction.  All in all, a pretty good 
haul.  With that and a grab bag, she went 
home with some nice additions for her col-
lection.   

     Then one day recently, she was holding 
a rock and wondered what it looked like in-
side.  She asked her Mom how she could 
open it up.  It was a nice piece of white 
granite with big flecks of mica.  I could see 
how she'd be curious.  One way, of course, 
would be to whack it with a hammer, but that 
seemed kind of boring.  So, I invited her to 
bring her rock to the lapidary workshop that 
Saturday.  We would cut it open with a rock 
saw.  That sounded pretty cool to her.  I 
made sure she knew that the equipment is 
not for kids to use…….grown-ups only. 

Passing it on.. 
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Thanks a Bu 

 

 

• Once again to 
John Bow-
man—Author 
Extraordinaire.  
Come on all 
you other bud-
ding authors we 
need your arti-
cles. 

• To everyone 
passing on the 
joy of rock-
hounding . 

• In ancient times 
cats were wor-
shipped as 
gods.  They 
have never for-
gotten this. 

• Cover photo 
from Vancou-
ver Island—the 
Tlatlos Creek 
valley, near the 
Adam and Eve 
Rivers.  We 
were looking 
for Epidote and 
Quartz crystals, 
but stayed for 
the view... 
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     Art and I arrived about 10 minutes 
late, but Molly and her Mom were al-
ready there.  Her rock was in the saw, 
cutting away.  Rose Tait had greeted 
and welcomed them, shown them 
around a little and set up the saw.  I'm 
so glad that she and Lillian Brooks 
were there.  They made our guests feel 
very, very welcomed.  So, while the 
rock was cutting, we gave Molly the 
grand tour, showed her all the equip-

ment, showed her 
the great collection 
that is in the yel-
low cabinet.  She 
was in heaven. 

     After that was 
all done, we in-
vited her to come 
over to our house 
and check out the 
several collections 
we have there.  By 
several, I 
mean....the "yard" 

collection....the "garage" collec-
tion....the "inside the house, but laying 
all over the place" collection....and the 
"display case" collection (only the best 
ones make it there).  She, of course, 
found many things that she would have 
liked to take home.  How could she 
not?  This was the cream of the crop.  
Even though her Mom protested a lit-
tle, we still filled up her pockets. 

     Molly went home one happy little 
girl.  All Art could say was "I sure wish 
I'd known people like us when I was a 
kid!".  Our next invitation was to the 
upcoming field trip on Oct.24th.  It 
turns out that is the day before her 6th 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dreaming of her new earrings? 

T H A N K S  A  B U N C H !  



 

 

For a detailed  
article see:  

http://
article.pubs.nrc-

cnrc.gc.ca 

Alder Leaf 
 
MacAbee is famous 
for it’s rare, Middle 
Eocene , Ginko Fos-
sils. 

birthday.  I hope her Mom brings a BIG bucket for her to carry all the loot back.  I think 
it is so important to encourage a child when they show such an interest.  That’s our job.  
Spending time with Molly has re-inspired me.  She has shown me how much fun it is to 
share my knowledge and experience with others.  They really are interested. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Finding Fossils at MacAbee ... 
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It’s 5 am on a Saturday.  We look out at 
the darkness listening to the pouring 
rain and do what comes naturally to a 
serious rockhound.  We jump in the 
truck and prepare to drive for four 
hours to Cache Creek to hunt for fossils 
at the MacAbee fossil claim. 
 
We get to the meeting place at the 
Husky station in Cache Creek over a 
half an hour early.  The field trip lead-
ers, the Pinder brothers from the Maple 
Ridge club are the only others there.  
We go for breakfast and come back to 
see three more rockhounds, two of 
them from our 
club,  have also 
braved the ele-
ments and made 
the trip.  The eight 
of us head off to 
the fossil claim. 
 
When we get there, Dave, the claim 
owner is not there but he has left behind 
another club member, John, who shows 
us where to dig and turns us loose.  Af-
ter awhile we are into the routine of 
looking for appropriate pieces of rock 
and splitting them to see what fossils 
are inside.  I find two partial fish fossils 

and lots of different leaf specimens.  
Everyone finds lots of fossils at this site 
as we ignore the rain and focus on the 
task at hand.  The claim owner has 
thoughtfully supplied a pail full of the 
ideal tool for this site, it is a tool with a 
pick on one end and a straight edged 
hammer on the other, which works bet-
ter than anything that I have for this 
job. 
 
We are just figuring out how to find the 
fossils, when the claim owner, Dave, 
shows up and advises that due to the 
rain, which is unusual for these parts, 

the conditions are too 
unsafe for us to work 
here.  He is concerned 
that the walls above us 
might collapse on us.  
We understand his 
concerns, although we 
would have stayed and 

taken our chances, and pack up and 
leave.  Dave kindly does not charge us 
anything for our abbreviated trip even 
though we all collected a bunch of fos-
sils during the hour we were there.  We 
discussed coming back when the 
weather improves in the spring. 

(Continued on page 4) 

The fossils are in the white band below the cliffs 

♦ Jo-Ann Blomquist 
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M eeting called to or-
der at 7:42 with 
Nick Tsougrianis 
presiding. 

 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: we 
are short of workshop supervisors 
due to illness of Dan and Hilmar.  
Need to train more people to su-
pervise. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: re-
ceived newsletters from Maple 
Ridge, Burnaby, Campbell River, 
West Van and Surrey 
clubs, four issues of 
Rock and Gem, two 
issues of Lapidary 
Journal, Ornament 
Magazine and a thank-
you note from Dan 
and Susan Constan-
tinescu. 
 
Treasurer Sue McElgunn: reported 
on balance in the bank account. 
 
Programming Nick Tsougrianis: 
Prentice is not here so there is no 
program tonight. 
 
Field Trip: Siggi Rohde: next trip 
is in October to a river bar.  See 
newsletter for info. 
 

Sunshine Cliff Smith: sent get 
well cards to Hilmar and Dan. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 
37 members here including 
one new member.  Door prize 
is an amethyst crystal. 
 
Newsletter: Art Blomquist: 
need more authors for news-
letter articles. 
 
Workshop: Discussion re need 
for more supervisors.  Ted 

Geernaert and Siggi 
Rohde agree to help 
out as instruc-
tors/workshop super-
visors. 
 
Showcase: Diane 

Bowman: will change show-
case next meeting.  Theme 
will be crystals.  Please bring 
your specimens to the October 
general meeting. 
 
Ways & Means  Ted Geer-
naert:  four sets of slabs up for 
grabs tonight. 
 
Rep to Society John Bowman: 
reported on recent MacAbee 
field trip, advised members to 
book accommodation for 
Logan Lake Rendezvous and 
reported on summer camp. 

New Business: Cliff Smith re-
ported that the Community Centre 
would be holding its 70th birthday 
celebration on November 7th and 
that we should participate.  Siggi 
mentioned his camera show on 
November 7th and brought some 
specimens for people to look at 
from his summer camp trip. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm 
♦  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Sept. General Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting: 
 
Thursday,October 
28th, 2004 

  

British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2004 
Fall/Winter 

Bevis Bar, October 24/04 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
 Meeting place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
coffee shop 
 Material: jasper, porphyry, agate 
sillimanite, possibly Jade if you are  
 lucky. 
If you have a gold pan, you may get 
a few flakes in your pan. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Up Coming Field 
Trips and Events 
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The Thompson Valley club is 
holding a tailgate sale in Kam-
loops the same day, so we decided 
that we are close enough to Kam-
loops to check out the sale.  We 
get there, and there is a small 
group of dealers and rockhounds 
in the rain at a mall parking lot.  
We get to visit with a number of 
rockhounds from around 
the province and we 
make a few purchases 
including an ammonite 
fossil from Madagascar, 
a pyrite sun, and a bag of 
smoky quartz crystals 
from China.  A few of 
the rockhounds there are 
planning on a field trip the next 
day looking for petrified wood, 
but we decide to head home.  (The 
field trip was a success with some 
large pieces being found). 
Of course, the following weekend 

(Continued from page 2) 

turned out to be nice and sunny 
and we all wished that we were up 
in Cache Creek that weekend, but 
that’s the way it goes.  We did get 
to visit the Richmond show and 
meet some more Rockhounds 
there as well as make a few more 
purchases.  We will go back to 
MacAbee again and hopefully 

more members from our 
club will have the chance 
to go to one of the best 
fossil sites in the prov-
ince.  Anyone going to 
Logan Lake for Rendez-
vous may well have the 
chance to check out this 
site while on that trip as 

it is not far away from where we 
will be.  Until then, happy rock-
hounding. 
 
♦ John Bowman 

President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

Of course the 
following 
weekend 
turned out to 
be nice and 
sunny ... 

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 

 McAbee Fossils Continued 
...   

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 



 

 

Sunstones—Oregon’s State Gemstone 

 

 I  n a recent edition of Lapidary Journal, we 
noticed an article on a new location for dig-
ging sunstones in the Oregon desert.  Ac-
cording to the writer of the article, Chris 

Rose, there was no charge for digging on his property, 
which he calls the Spectrum Mine.  As we were al-
ready going to Oregon for the Madras Pow-Wow and 
show, we decided to add an extra few days and make 
the trek further south to the sunstone area to check out 
the new digging site.  We saw Chris Rose at the Ma-
dras Show, where he was selling sunstones and other 
materials, and he told us to come up to dig on the fol-
lowing Tuesday. 
 
  For those not familiar with the 
sunstone digging area, it is lo-
cated in southern Oregon, near 
the southern border of the state.  
The closest town is Plush, about 
forty minutes from the dig site.  
Plush has a store but little else in 
the way of facilities.  The dig site 
is located in the desert scrub, with little in the way of 
civilization visible, except for a few trailers, which 
belong to private claim owners, and some campers 
who are visiting the site.  There is a large public dig-
ging area that is public land and a number of private 
claims.  The busiest of the private claims is the Dust 
Devil Mine, which allows you to dig for free, how-
ever, you pay for all good coloured stones that you 
find.  The advantage of a place like the Dust Devil 
Mine is that they have removed the surface dirt and 
rock so you can get straight to the layers where the 
sunstones are usually found.  (In the public areas, you 
spend a fair amount of time removing all of the over-
burden before you get to where the better stones are to 
be found.)  It should be noted that you can simply 

walk around the vast area of the public collecting site 
and pick up sunstones from the surface.  You are not 
likely to find sunstones with much colour on the sur-
face, however, with most of them being clear.  This is 
because most of the sunstones that are anywhere near 
the surface usually  do not have colour. 
We arrived at the sunstone site around 9:30 am and 
found the site for the Spectrum Mine.  The owner, 
Chris Rose, was just getting up when we got there, but 
he wasted no time showing us a spot where we could 
dig.  There were a number of holes on the site where 
people were digging and we were anxious to get 

started before it got too hot.  In this 
desert area, the heat can get quite 
bad in July, however, we had a bit of 
a breeze this day which made all the 
difference.  Still, this is a place 
where you need to take lots of water 
and sunscreen.  A tarp to provide 
some shade would be nice too, but 
we did not have one on this trip. 
 

     As our digging site was a small pit dug by hand, 
we started by removing the top layer of soil.  After 
that, we got down to the harder work of removing the 
next layer of rock.  Under the rock layer, you then get 
a softer layer of flaky dirt where you are more likely 
to find sunstones.  Below that is a layer of red clay 
which we were instructed not to go below.  Appar-
ently, below that layer of clay, there are also sunstones 
to be found.  The process requires some people to re-
move the rock from the walls using small sledges and 
chisels once the soil has been removed, while other 
people then screen the dirt and rock that is being re-
moved to find the sunstones.  sells garden screens. 
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Article continues in the next  issue of the Rocket……………. 

♦ John Bowman 



 

 

materials.  Jasper, porphry, agate silli-
manite, possibly jade. 
Contact: Bob Morgan, 604-534-7161, 
Arn Hamelin 604-581-8326 
  or E mail: Bob Morgan: 
keeko@uniserve.com 

This trip has a 20 minute walk down to the 
river bar 
Contact: Bob Morgan, 604-534-7161 
 or E mail: Bob Morgan: 
keeko@uniserve.com 
 

Bridal Falls Sale & Fraser 
River bar trip 

November 28/04 
Leader: Bob Morgan & Arne Hamelin,  
Meeting place: 9 am, Bridal Falls coffee  
shop. 
Material: sale material & the usual river bar 

(Continued from page 3) 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Upcoming Field Trips Continued.. 

A man’s got to do what a man’s got to do.  —And 
a woman must do whatever it is that he can’t. 
• Rhonda Hansome 
(via The Surrey Rockound club’s newsletter—the 
Surrey Rockhounder) 

The Snow 
is coming, 

so let’s 
make the 

most of 
the fall! 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 


