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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  

than it looks.. 

 O ver 110 rockhounds from 
clubs all over the province 
and Alberta travelled to the 

small town of Winlaw, for the 2004 ver-
sion of summer camp.  This was the first 
time in memory that summer camp was 
held in the Kootenays, and perhaps this 
accounted for the great turnout of peo-
ple.  Fortunately the host clubs, Kokanee 
and Selkirk, were well organized and 
had scheduled multiple field trips on 
each day so that none of the trips were 
too crowded. 
 
     We arrived on the Sunday evening to 
find registration well in hand, thanks to 
Maureen Wade.  The site of this year’s 
camp, Karibu Park Campground and 
Cottages, was excellent.  The cabins 
were very good and the owners of the 
site bent over backwards to accommo-
date us during the week.  Another added 
bonus was that there was a bakery just 
down the street, owned by the son of 
Kokanee club members Cecil and Mary 
Fominoff,  that provided us with baked 
goods though out the week, including 
for our Thursday  dessert night. 
 
     We went on field trips on all five 
days of summer camp, and we found 

something of interest at each one.  On 
the Monday we went to the Little Tim 
silver mine.  This mine has not been 
reclaimed so there was lots to look at 
for rockhounds, including the waste 
piles and core samples.  Besides the 
typical minerals that accompany silver 
ore, such as pyrite, galena, and pea-
cock ore, there were also large feldspar 
crystals here.  If you were lucky, you 
might find a specimen of native silver 
too.  Since the silver specimens were 
small, you really needed a loupe if you 
wanted to find them.  A few lucky peo-
ple did end up finding native silver.  I 
found some nice galena and pyrite 
pieces, which will add to our collec-
tion.  Some will find their way into our 
next club silent auction. On Monday 
night, a representative from a local 
company that manufactured screen 
boxes showed us their products, which 
would work great for screening gar-
nets, sapphires or small quartz crystals.  
The boxes are fairly expensive, but 
they are designed to last a long time.  
We bought a small one for our next 
trip to Montana. 
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Thanks a Bunch 

 

 

• To John Bow-
man—Author 
Extraordinaire.  
Come on all you 
other budding 
authors we need 
your articles. 

• To everyone 
passing on the 
joy of rock-
hounding . 

• It’s better to 
have it and not 
need it than to 
need it and not 
have it.                                   
—Crumps 
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Some people did 
find Gold... 

Chiastolite crystal 
cross section.  A  
variety of  
Andalusite 

  
 
On the Monday and Tuesday, there 
was also a fee dig trip to the Rock 
Candy Mine.  Sixty people signed 
up for the two trips combined, and 
they brought back many good fluo-
rite and barite specimens.  We 
passed on this trip as we had been to 
this mine twice before.  Thanks to 
Siggi and Brigitte for collecting an 
extra pail of material from Rock 
Candy to donate to the club, which 
now sits in our garage. 
 
     On Tuesday, we went to the 
Shannon Creek area to look for chi-
astolite crystal, a somewhat rare 
mineral that has crystals in the shape 
of a cross.   Our leader on this was 
Leslie Anderton, a former geology 
instructor from Selkirk College, 
who stumbled upon this site while 
out berry picking.  Although we had 
a large group, Leslie made sure that 
everyone went home with some 
good pieces, including a few very 
nice specimens.  (Ask Siggi to show 
you his).  There were lots of pieces 
scattered thoughout the creek and 

(Continued from page 1) 

everyone came back happy. 
 
     After our traditional Tuesday 
night hot dog and corn on the cob 
dinner, we set out Wednesday to a 
gold claim on Rover Creek.  This 
trip turned out to be three trips in 
one as the claim owner took us to 
his gold claim, then another site 
where there were copper minerals, 
and then a site where there was 
chrysocolla.  At the first site, we 
worked in some test pits looking for 
traces of gold in the mainly quartz 
rock.  A loupe would have been 
handy here too, since the amount of 
gold is not normally visible to the 
naked eye.  Some people did find 
gold but not us, however, we had a 
good time breaking up rock looking 
for our lucky strike.  At the copper 
site, we did pick up some nice ga-
lena specimens.  There was also lots 
of chrysocolla at the third site, most 
of it green but some pieces had a 
blue tinge.  If one were to spend se-
rious time at this site, it might be 
possible to find some gem quality 
chrysocolla. 
 
     On Thursday, we were off to 
Springer Creek looking for quartz 
crystal.  This site involved lots of 

(Continued on page 4) 
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JUNE 24th, 2004   
 
Meeting called to order at 7:38 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsourgrianis: to-
night we will have our elections of 
officers.  We will also have a wine 
and cheese social, a rock auction 
and a presentation by Cliff Smith 
about his rare cycad fossil that he 
found in 1959.  We will also have 
a cake to celebrate the 
45th anniversary of our 
club. 
 
Secretary:  John 
Bowman: received 
Ornament magazine 
and newsletters from 
Campbell River, Surrey, Rich-
mond, Port Moody and West Van 
clubs. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: re-
ported on our bank balance. Re-
newed our Rock and Mineral 
magazine subscription for two 
years. 
 
Membership: Lillian Brooks: 40 
members here.  Door prize is a 
piece of onyx and two camping 
whistles. 

 
Workshop: Hilmar Krocke: 
In July and August, we will 
go to our summer schedule 
which is Thursday evenings 
only and return to normal 
schedule in September. 
 
Rep to Center: Michael Ed-
wards is away.  Nick did not 
attend the June meeting. 
 
Delegate to Society: John 
Bowman:  reported on the up-

coming Hill 60 Field 
trip, the McAbee fos-
sil trip in July, the 
GMFC show in July 
and summer camp in 
August. 
 
Elections: Linda 

Foy:  elections were held and 
a new executive chosen.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 
pm. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds June General Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting: 
 
Thursday,September 
23th, 2004 

  
McAbee fossil trip  
will be on Saturday September 
18th.  Meet at 10 am at the Husky 
station in Cache Creek.  This is a 
private claim with a fee of $12.50 
per person.  Please pass the word on 
to people in your club who might 
be interested as this trip is not far 
away.  For those who have not been 
here, this is a great fossil site with 
various leaf fossils, including 
Gingko leaf fossils, fish fossils, and 
bug fossils among others.  The fos-
sils are plentiful and you are guar-
enteed to take home many excellent 
specimens. 

British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2004, Spring 
& Summer 
 

Bevis Bar, October 24/04 
Leader: Bob Morgan 
 Meeting place: 9 am, Bridal Falls 
coffee shop 
 Material: jasper, porphry, agate 
sillimanite, possibly jade if you are  

(Continued on page 6) 

Up Coming Field Trips  

Memberships are Due 
September 1st, 2004  

Please don’t bring 50 or 100 dol-
lar bills to pay for your member-
ship.  Due to the recent rise in 
counterfeiting they cannot be ac-
cepted. 
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digging, but we were able to find 
what looks like some nice pieces 
of fine quartz crystals, which will 
require cleaning before we can 
really see what we have.  We had 
our first serious rain while we 
were at this site, which eventually 
let us to head home a bit earlier 
than normal.  On the way back to 
camp we decided to stop at the 
Sandon ghost town.  
While it was interesting, 
especially the old power 
plant, the place was a bit 
disappointing as most of 
the buildings are not re-
stored and there is an 
aura of neglect around 
much of the place.  Un-
fortunately, there is no serious 
money being put into restoring the 
town and everything is being done 
by volunteers.   
 
     After our dessert and awards 
night on Thursday, the week 

(Continued from page 2) ended with an exploration trip to 
the Arrow Lakes area.  Many of 
the campers had gone home by 
Friday, but there were still 11 car-
loads of people who stayed for the 
exploration trip.  We took a small 
ferry across the lake and set about 
driving around various logging 
roads looking for anything that 
might be interesting.  There were 
not a lot of rock outcroppings so 

this limited the areas we 
could explore but we had 
a scenic drive and col-
lected some specimens of 
garnet and mica, among 
others.  Part of the idea 
of summer camp is that 
we do some exploration 
trips to areas where the 

geology suggests that there might 
be minerals to be found.  Hope-
fully, this trend will continue in 
the future.  You never know what 
we may find. 
 
     Thanks go to all of the field 

President: Nick Tsourgrianis  604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-931-0300 
                      David Bridge                 604-521-2403 
                      Hilmar Krocke               604-986-8350 
Workshop: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 
Show Chair: Bill Needoba      604-451-7701 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds  
Notable Numbers  

If you have not 
attended a summer 
camp yet, I would 
encourage you to set 
aside the first week 
in August to attend 
next year. 

News Letter: 
   Distribution: Annette Schwab        604-255-7142 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 

 Summer Camp  ...   
trip leaders and the main organizers 
of the event, Dave Barclay and Mau-
reen Wade from the Kokanee club.  
We greatly enjoyed our week at 
summer camp.  Also in attendance 
from our club were the Rohdes, the 
Blomquists, and Wolfgang Behren-
bruch.  If you have not attended a 
summer camp yet, I would encour-
age you to set aside the first week in 
August to attend next year.  Al-
though the site for next year has not 
been confirmed, Williams Lake is a 
good possibility.  There is also dis-
cussion about continuing on to the 
Yukon if anyone is interested in 
making a longer trip out of it.   
 
     If you are planning to go to Ren-
dezvous in Logan Lake on the May 
long weekend, start thinking about 
making your reservations, especially 
if you are not camping, as the 
amount of accommodation is lim-
ited.  I hope to see you there! 
 

• John Bowman 



 

 

Rhodonite: Still 
Plentiful at Hill 60 

P A G E  5   

 

A bout 20 rock-
hounds gath-
ered to make 
the trek to 

Hill 60, located near Dun-
can on Vancouver Island.  
At one time, Hill 60 was a 
major commercial rho-
donite mining operation, 
however, the commercial 
mining ceases some time 
ago.  It is now a private 
claim owned by Rick Hud-
son, Victoria club member 
and author of some excel-
lent rockhounding books.  
Rick kindly agreed to take 
us to his claim on June 
27th, so a group of us took 
advantage of this opportu-
nity.  Our club was well 
represented at the trip with 
around ten members pre-
sent. 
 
The trip included some 
difficult terrain, with four 
wheel drive recommended 
for some stretches.  We 
made it with the two wheel 
drive pickup but there was 
a few tough patches along 
the way.  Once we got to 
the site, I first explored the 
waste dumps down the hill 
from the main site and 
picked up a number of 

pieces that looks like they might 
be worth polishing.  I was nurs-
ing a sore back, so I did not 
want to do much heavy work.  
After having lunch, I ventured 
up the hill into a pit where some 
serious mining was being done 
by a few rockhounds including 
our own Greg Yeomans.  Since 
the work was too strenuous for 
me, I hung around and collected 
mainly small pieces for tum-
bling and a few pieces big 
enough to work on.  The rock 
being pried off the face was a 
bright pink, however, the host 
rock was quite hard and a lot of 
heavy work was required to lib-
erate the rhodonite from the 
rock face.  The quality of the 
material looked quite good, 
however, and there was lots 
there if you wanted to work at 
it.  We have a bunch of it in the 
tumbler right now so we will 
soon find out how good it looks 
when tumbled. 
 
The weather cooperated and we 
had a nice sunny day for the 
trip.  After we finished at the 
Hill 60 site, we took a short 
drive in the direction of Youbou 
to visit the Meade’s Creek area 
to look for laurel stone.  This is 
a green stone with red patterns 
in it, that we first heard about 
when we were at the Gemboree 
on Vancouver Island earlier this 
year.  There is no shortage of 
the material once you get to the 
creek, and we quickly picked up 

 a few pieces before making the 
drive back to Nanaimo for the 
ferry.  Besides the laurel stone, 
there was also some nice varieties 
of chert in the creek, which a few 
people took home as well. 
After a longer wait than expected 
to get the ferry, we eventually 
made it home safely.  Thanks to 
Rick Hudson for allowing us to 
visit his claim and to  Bob Morgan 
for agreeing to lead the trip on be-
half of the Lapidary Society.  We 
really enjoyed seeing this famous 
site that we had read about before 
and would recommend it to anyone 
should we get the chance to go 
again in the future. 

• John Bowman 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor .  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Saturday (No instructor) 

Lapidary Workshop hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 
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Meeting place: 9 am, Bridal Falls coffee  
shop. 
Material: sale material & the usual river bar 
materials.  Jasper, porphry, agate silli-
manite, possibly jade. 
Contact: Bob Morgan, 604-534-7161, 
Arn Hamelin 604-581-8326 

 lucky. 
If you have a gold pan, you may get a few 
flakes in your pan. 
This trip has a 20 minute walk down to the 
river bar 
Contact: Bob Morgan, 604-534-7161 
 or E mail: Bob Morgan: 
keeko@uniserve.com 
 

Bridal Falls Sale & Fraser 
River bar trip 

November 28/04 
Leader: Bob Morgan & Arne Hamelin,  

(Continued from page 3) 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

C/o Hastings Community Centre 

3096 Hastings St. E. 

Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 
years.  Interests of members range from all as-
pects of the lapidary arts to rock, mineral and fos-
sil collecting. We have a well equipped workshop 
where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish 
and set jewelry.  More than half of our members 
are accomplished silversmiths and jewelry design-
ers. Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  We 
also organize monthly field trips to various rock 
hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except July, August and December) at 7:30 PM 
at the Community Hall, at the Hastings Commu-
nity Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Upcoming Field Trips Continued.. 

The problem in life is separating my 
wants from my needs…. 

Get on the  
Fraser 

Bars now 
before 

they look 
like this.  

Sillimanite 
for one, is 

really hard 
to find 

under a  
snow drift! 

Articles?  
ablom@shaw.ca 


