
 A nother Ren-
dezvous has 
come and 

gone.  This year’s ver-
sion in Penticton was 
well organized by the 
host Penticton club.  
Twenty-nine people 
from the Hastings club 
attended, the most from 
any club, and most of us 
found something to 
make the trip worth-
while. 
 
     The trip to Penticton 
on Friday was unevent-
ful.  We had to make 
time as we had the show-
cases for the planned 
show in our truck.  We 
took the Coquihalla and 
had no major delays.  
Diane immediately set to 
work on registering peo-
ple (over 200 people reg-
istered over the course of 
the weekend), while I 
helped set up the show-
cases.  The show itself 
turned out to be quite 
good, with a great selec-
tion of specimens from 
the BC Interior. 
 

     Saturday featured 
rain, which was not a 
good thing given that our 
field trip to Mount Laid-
law was on dirt (soon to 
become mud) roads.  A 
large convoy started up 

the mountain and it soon 
became obvious that our 
two wheel drive pickup 
was going to have prob-
lems with the muddy 
road on the steep hills.  
After getting stuck and 
pushed out once, we fi-
nally had to pull the 
truck over, and get a ride 
from Dan Constan-
tinescu, who had a four 

wheel drive vehicle.  Once 
we got to the top of the 
mountain, the hard work be-
gan.  There were large seams 
of agate in the rock, which 
required heavy duty equip-
ment and lots of work to pry 

out.    A couple of members 
from the Port Moody club 
had located a seam that went 
for a long way along the rock 
face and they kindly allowed 
us to work on part of the 
seam.  We were able to get 
out some good size pieces of 
agate.  Mitchell was able to 
get the largest piece out. We 
left with 
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Thanks a Bunch 

 

 
• To all who have of-

fered encouragement  
and suggestions to 
improve our newslet-
ter 

• To everyone passing 
on articles and story 
ideas. 

• If you want to feel 
rich, count the things 
money can’t buy 
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The gravel bars around Agassiz  in the Fraser Valley,  Mt. Cheam in the background 

The Keremeos slide.  It’s higher  
than it looks.. Liam Relke, on the slide 
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some nice pieces and began prepa-
rations for the drive down.  It was 
too bad that there was cloud cover 
on the top of the mountain as the 
view would be fantastic on a 
sunny day, with four lakes visible 
from where we were.  We saw 
parts of the view during periods 
when the clouds would 
clear somewhat.  The 
field trip leader had to 
wait for two unnamed 
stragglers (both from our 
club) who had to be pried 
off the mountain before 
he could head home. 
 
     We got a ride down to 
our vehicle and then 
made the trip down the slick 
roads.  We had one portion where 
it looked like the driver lost con-
trol, however, it was really just a 
controlled descent at a fairly high 
speed (I didn’t want to touch the 
brake on the slick surface).  We 
had a couple of close calls where 
it looked like we were going to get 
stuck again but we breathed a sigh 
of relief when we made it down to 
civilization.  The group going on 
the Clark Lake field trip that same 
day were not so lucky, as a large 
number were not able to make up 
the road and had to turn back. 
 
     Saturday night was the big auc-
tion.  As always, there was lots of 
nice material of all kinds.  I 
bought one tin of slabs with a nice 
selection of petrified wood, jasper 
and dino bone.  Our computerized 

(Continued from page 1) 
system that allows us to show 

pictures of the auction items and 
maintain a running total of how 
much each bidder owes worked 
quite well this year.  As always 
some items went for more money 
than you would think they were 
worth, while others sold for less 
than their value. 
 

     We decided on Sun-
day not to go to Clark 
Lake even though the 
weather was better, as we 
had had enough of bad 
roads.  We went to the 
Keremeos slide area for 
jasper and rhodonite.  It 
was a sunny day and we 
enjoyed ourselves scram-
bling around on the slide 

area.  After collecting a few pieces 
of jasper, I began to systemati-
cally look for black coated rocks 
that might have 
rhodonite inside.  
Harley Waterson 
had already 
found some 
pieces of rho-
donite so we 
knew they were 
there.  After 
chipping the cor-
ners off at least 
fifty black rocks, 
I did not find any 
rhodonite.  Oh 
well, maybe we 
will have better luck when we go 
to the Hill 60 field trip later this 
month. 
 

     When we got back to the hotel, 
it was soon time for the bucket 
raffle.  Both Diane and I won one 
prize each so we were happy.  
Then it was time for the dinner.  It 
is always a challenge serving a 
dinner for a large group like ours, 
and although it looked a bit dicey 
at times, the serving staff eventu-
ally got it together and we all had 
a good dinner.  This was the first 
time in many years that Rendez-
vous was held in a hotel.  Usually, 
we are in an arena or community 
center at a smaller town with peo-
ple able to dry camp nearby.  This 
was probably a little more expen-
sive for people, but it did not seem 
to reduce the turnout much. As a 
person who usually stays in a ho-
tel, it was kind of nice being able 
to stay right at the site of Rende-
zous events,  although we never 
did get to try out that swimming 

pool!   Next year, we will be back 
to a more traditional location at 

(Continued on page 5) 

... it was really 
just a controlled 
descent at a fairly 
high speed  

Rendezvous  ... 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
                                                            
General Meeting 
                                                            
May 27th, 2004     
 
Meeting called to order by Nick 
Tsougrianis at 7:38 pm. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: to-
night’s program will be on the 
early history of our club.  At-
tended Rendezvous on the week-
end, roads a bit rough.  Wine and 
cheese next meeting.  Need two 
more members on nominating 
committee to work with Linda 
Foy.  Bill Needoba and Dan Con-
stantinescu volunteer. 
 
Secretary John Bowman: re-
ceived newsletters from Surrey, 
Burnaby, Richmond and Port 
Moody clubs and Lapidary Jour-
nal magazine. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn:  re-
ported on bank balance.  Received 
$100 from Ted for Ways and 
Means 
 
Field Trips:  Siggi Rohde: next 
trip is June 13th Slesse Creek.  We 
will have a club picnic at Emory 
Creek on June 20th.  The McAbee 
fossil trip will be on July 11th. 
 
Sunshine: Cliff Smith: glad to see 
Lillian Brooks back with us after 
minor surgery. 

 
Membership: Lillian Brooks:  
38 members signed in and two 
guests. 
 
Newsletter: Art Blomquist: need 
articles by Sunday for next news-
letter. 
 
Social Brigitte Rohde:  need con-
tributions for wine and cheese 
next month.  Diane will get the 
cake.  Ten bottles of wine. 
 
Workshop  Dan Constantinescu: 
going okay.  Need more people 
to attend on Thursdays.  New 

aprons are 
in.  They are 
not plastic so 
need to be 
water-
proofed. 
 

Showcase Diane Bowman:  put 
in new showcase today: rough 
and finished materials.  Need 
more items. 
 
Ways and Means: Ted Geer-
naert: buy your tickets for prize 
draw tonight. 
 
Rep to Centre: John Bowman 
(filling in for Michael Edwards): 
attended recent meeting.  Many 
issues discussed.  Possibility that 
centre could move to new build-
ing in Hastings Park. 
 
Society:  John Bowman:  twenty 
nine from our club attended Ren-

dezvous.  Rosters are here for sale 
tonight. 
 
New Business:  Lillian Castle has 
some silversmithing and bismuth 
crystal making equipment for sale 
on behalf of a former member.  
Call her if interested. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:39 pm. 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds May General Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting: 
 
Thursday, June  
24th, 2004 

Summer Camp 2004 
August 2 to 6th : Slocan Valley 
Http://Lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 
 
Tailgate Swap 
June 12 10:00 to 3:00 pm in Port 
Moody. 125 Kyle Street. 
Http://Lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 
 
 

British Columbia 
Lapidary Society  
Fieldtrips 2004, Spring 
& Summer 
 
June 13/04 
Slesse Creek,  
Leader:Bob Morgan 
Meeting Place: 9 am, Exit off #1 
freeway on Vedder Road-south at 
Luckakuk Way.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Up Coming Field 
Trips  
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Rhodonite of gem quality occurs in many 
parts of the world.  Deep reddish pink to 
light pink rhodonite was found at Cum-
mington, Massachusetts in 1825 and at 
first was called Cummingtonite but that 
name is now used for the manganese 
amphibole (Mg, Fe)7Si8O22(OH)2.  Bright 
orange-red rhodonite has long been 
mined in the Ural Mountains and one of 
the Moscow subway stations has walls 
lined with rhodonite tiles.  Australia pro-
duces a raspberry-red microcrystalline 
rhodonite with black 
veinlets which is quite 
spectacular.  In the early 
1970’s a deep purple-red 
(“imperial red”) rhodonite 
was discovered near the 
town of Same in Upare, 
Tanzania.  Large quantities 
of this material are exported 
to Hong Kong where the 
best quality is made into 
jewelry and the lower quali-
ties are made into ash trays, 
bookends, and clock faces.  Good quality 
material was also made into dishes, 
vases, snuff-bottles, animal sculptures, 
and statuettes. 
 
Rhodonite has been mined in California, 
Oregon and Washington and at several 
sites in BC.  The best quality has come 
from the Fred Hollings claim on 
Saltspring Island, but good quality has 
also come from numerous outcrops in the 

Cowichan Valley on Vancouver Island, 
the most famous being Hill 60.  Hill 60 
was a short-lived manganese mine which 
was found to be mostly rhodonite after 
the black oxide upper parts were mined.  
For many years the carvings sold on 
Robson Street in Vancouver were labeled 
as coming from Hill 60.  More recently 
the rhodonite has come from other 
sources along the coast of BC and in the 
Yukon.  The rhodonite on Vancouver 
Island and Saltspring Island came from 

radiolarian chert sequences of 
the Paleozoic Sicker Group 
and is commonly variegated, 
layered, or bedded.  Some 
interior sources are also lay-
ered but most are “patchy” 
and spotted.   
 
♦ Annette Schwab 

President: Nick Tsougrianis   604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-931-0300 
Workshop: Hilmar Krocke    604-986-8350 
Show Chair: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

Hill 60 was a short-
lived manganese 
mine which was 
found to be mostly 
rhodonite after the 
black oxide upper 
parts were mined.   

Monday & Thursday 
( Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor .  
 
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Saturday ( No instructor) 
 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

News Letter 
   Distribution: Denise Howard         604-980-5243 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 

 Rhodonite   
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W ell, another Rendez-
vous has come and 
gone and already I’m 
looking forward to 

next year’s at Logan Lake.  I was 
thinking of writing an article about 
the whole Rendezvous experience, 
but the article would be too long.  In-
stead I’ve decided to write about the 
field trip I went on to the Keremeos 
slide.  This trip was easy to get to, 
didn’t require a 4x4, a truck, or copi-
ous amounts of swearing (or pray-
ing…if you made it to Mt. Laidlaw), 
and walking uphill wasn’t a neces-
sity…what more could you ask for?  
Basically, about an hour out of Pen-
ticton there’s this huge slide with 
loads of jasper in various shades of 
green, orange, red, burgundy, and 
everything in between.  If you 
smashed a lot of black rocks, you 
might have even found a piece of 
rhodonite.  Back at the Sandman Ho-
tel where the fieldtrip sign up sheets 
resided, the sponsor club placed out 
some sample rocks of what we might 
find.  For the slide trip they had an 
orange rock labeled as hausmannite.  

Now that I’m at home and I’ve 
checked my id books, it would seem 
the orange rock was a hunk of jasper 
with vienlets of blackish hausman-
nite. Oh well, I thought I collected an 
orange mineral!  Yes, Rendezvous is 
not just fun but educational. Any-
ways, it didn’t take long to find some 
cab-worthy chunks (I hope) and we 
could retire ourselves to eating lunch, 
spotting quail, and sniffing sage 
brush.  Even a marmot came out to 
sit on a rock and keep track of the bi-
peds carrying away his playground.   
 
♦ Annette Schwab 

I f you were at the last meeting, 
our very own newsletter editor 
and wife dragged in a milk 
crate of Yalakomite to share 

with our club members.  I, myself, 
grabbed a chunk since who can re-
fuse a free rock?  I also thought it 
was really cool mix of colours.  My 
only problem was I really didn’t 
know what I just stuck in my base-
ment with all my other rocks.  To 
solve my problem I fired up the ol’ 
computer and tried to find some info. 
 
  Well, when you Google 
“Yalakomite” other than getting a 
bunch of hits of the Bowman’s email 
address, I located the following defi-
nition:  local name for a decorative 
stone composed of magnesite and 
quartz, with an attractive colour-
ation imparted by pink jasper and 
green chromian phengite 
(mariposite) from an area northwest 
of Lillooet, BC.   
 
Now I know and so do you! 
 
♦  Annette Schwab 

 

the rec centre in Logan Lake, BC. 
     On Sunday night we had the annual meeting and elections.  Diane and I will continue on the Society ex-
ecutive for another year.  Unfortunately, the Society by-laws were tabled to the next Rendezvous so more 
time will have to be spent on that job over the coming year.  Although quite a number of rockhounds were 
staying around to hit another field trip on their own, we headed back on Monday to drop the showcases into 
the Society storage unit on the way home.  We fortunately did not choose the Coquihalla on the way home (it 
had major construction delays) and took the Hope-Princeton making pretty good time. 
     The Rendezvous is always a fun event.  More than just going on trips, it is also a chance to get to meet 
rockhounds from other clubs across the province and learn more about the hobby.  Special thanks to Gloria 
Bordass and the other members of the Penticton club for being great hosts this year.   I look forward to seeing 
you at the big Gem and Mineral Federation of  Canada show at the Cloverdale arena on July 16th to 18th. 
 
♦ John Bowman 

(Continued from page 2) 

Rendezvous … 
 

 The Keremeos Slide Yalakomite  

Marilyn, Marilyn, Diane, Harley and unidentified Butts. 



Upcoming Field Trips 
Continued.. 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 years.  Interests 
of members range from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well equipped work-
shop where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish and set 
jewelry.  More than half of our members are accomplished sil-
versmiths and jewelry designers. Some make gem trees, do 
enameling, carve rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to various rock hunting 
areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month ( except July, 
August and December) at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at 
the Hastings Community Centre. 

June 27/04 
Hill 60, Vancouver Island 
Leader: Bob Morgan/Rick Hudson 
Meeting Place: 10 am, Junction of 
Island Hwy & Hwy 18, V.I. 
Material: Rhodonite 
High clearance vehicle 
recommended. Bring shovels, 
crowbar, chisel & hammer 
No persons under 12 years of 
age will be allowed on this trip 
Contact: De Singleton, 604-599-
6938 
email: outrockhounding@yahoo.ca 
 
July 19/04 
Harrison Lake 
Leader: De Singleton 
Meeting Place: To be announced, 
9 am  
Material: Clam shell fossils and 
belemnites. 
Contact:De Singleton, 604-599-
6938 
email:  outrockhounding@yahoo.ca 
 

Meet in the Wendy's parking lot in 
the mall area. 
Material: Crinoids (sea lily 
fossils) 
It is ABSOLUTELY necessary to 
have a high clearance vehicle for 
this trip, or ride with someone 
who has a high clearance vehicle 
Contact: Bob Morgan, 604-534-
7161.  email keeko@uniserve.com 
 
June 20/04 
Hastings 
Rockhounds Picnic: Emory 
Creek 
( Nickel silicate and Garnets).  
Where the creek runs into the 
Fraser River, there are some nice 
sand banks.  Bring your regular 
tools.  We meet at Bridal Falls 
9:00 am.  Don't forget to take that 
picnic basket  Siggi has ordered 
SUNSHINE! 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

One generation plants 
the trees. Another gets 
the shade…. 

 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Email articles to: 
Ablom@shaw.ca  

MacAbee  
Date: TBA Leaders: Walt & 
Gordon Pinder 
Meeting Place: 10 am, Cache 
Creek Husky Station 
Material: leaf, fish & insect fossils 
Contact: Walt Pinder, 604-826-
2342 or: E mail pinder@dowco.com 


