
 
2004 Abbotsford Show a 
Winner 
 
     The annual show of 
the BC Lapidary Society 
in Abbotsford has ended 
with good attendance, 
some excellent show-
cases and a good variety 
of dealers and activities 
for everyone interested 
in our hobby.  While 
some shows seem more 
like sale and not much 
else, the Abbotsford 
show continues to strike 
a balance between a sale 
and an opportunity to 
show off our hobby to 
the community. 
 

     Once again, there 
were many good show-
cases in both the special 
displays and the club 
cases.  The special dis-
plays featured cases 
from many of the dealers 
as well as individuals 
and included a display 
of polished Brazilian 
agate geodes, one of 
eggshell art, a showcase 
of carved malachite ob-
jects, some beautiful 
large smoky quartz 
crystals, specimens 
from Tsumeb, Namibia, 
and a case of opal, 
quartz pineapples and 
“candy apple fluorite” 
from different BC lo-
calities.  And that was 

just for starters!  We also 
saw some wonderful B.C. 
jade carvings, a case of 
specimens from two North-
ern Ontario iron Mines, 
specimens from the 
Okanagan Opal property, a 
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W hile we were over on the Island for a spring break holiday on Long 
Beach, we decided to stay over an extra day to visit the Victoria 
show.  This is a three day show starting on Friday.  The focus of the 
show is on selling rocks, minerals, beads etc, with a large number 

of dealers from all over the province including a few dealers from Alberta.  The 
club charges an admission fee, unlike most club shows, but it did not seem to affect 
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Thanks a Bunch 

 

 
• To Siggi Rhode for the 

great banner picture.  
He took it during a trip 
to saddle mountain, 
Arizona. 

 

 

 

• To everyone passing 
on articles and story 
ideas. 

 

 

Victoria Show Focus on Sales  

Malachite: copper car-
bonate hydroxide,  
CU2(CO3)(OH)2  

th
e 
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case of emerald crystals from 
around the world, a display of 
various kinds of amber and a me-
teorite case that included a large 
piece of the Nantan (China) me-
teor that would be worth many 
thousands of dollars. One of the 
highlights in the special displays 
was the “jade book” .  
This is a book carved 
out of a piece of jade 
over a two year period 
featuring pictures of Ma-
hatma Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King, and 
Mother Teresa.  The 
carver, Cosimo Geraci-
tano, was present and 
was selling videotapes 
and a book about the making of 
the jade book.  It was certainly an 
amazing achievement and was 
worth a close look. 
 
     Over half of the thirty three 
clubs that make up the Society 
had cases on display at the show.  
Harley Waterson put in a few ex-
cellent cases including a case of 
ocean jasper and ocean wave cabs 
from Madagascar and another of 
“porcelain jasper”, that included 
cabs of Imperial, Bruneau, 
Deschutes and Willow Creek jas-
pers.  There were some great carv-
ings from the Maple Ridge club, 
some very nice specimen cases 
from Thompson Valley featuring 
some excellent pieces of Buse 
Lake blue; a collection of fulgarite 
specimens was among the Port 
Moody cases, and an interesting 

(Continued from page 1) 
case demonstrating the Mohs 

hardness scale from the Ripple 
Rock club.  The Abbotsford club 
had nice specimen cases of Arkan-
sas quartz crystals and blue fluo-
rite,  and there were some very 
nice pieces in the Shuswap club 
case including a fantastic Datolite 
piece.  The Surrey club had quite 
a few good cases including a case 

of crystal pieces from In-
dia and a specimen case 
where the pieces were dis-
payed using CDs as a 
base, which I thought was 
a good display idea.     
 
     Our Hastings club had 
eight showcases including 
Nick’s bottles, McAbee 
leaf fossils, and Wreck 

Beach concretions,  ammolite and 
petrified wood cases from Karl 
and Liz, silverwork from Lillian 
Castle and horn coral, field trip 
finds and ocean jasper pieces from 
the Bowmans.  The attendance of 
Hastings members at the show 
was fantastic with about 50 of our 
members making the trip to Ab-
botsford.  This showed when it 
came to the members’ draw prizes 
when members of our club won 
seven or eight of the prizes (more 
than any club). 
     There were plenty of other ac-
tivities for people to take advan-
tage of including gold panning 
with Yukon Dan, a series of vid-
eos on rocks and minerals which 
attracted more people this year in 
the new location downstairs, the 
usual children’s activities, and a 
good variety of demonstrators on 
almost every facet of the hobby.  

There was information on almost 
every club, so hopefully more 
people will join the clubs in their 
area after seeing what can be done 
in our hobby.  Besides the regular 
dealers, there were a few new 
dealers this year which added to 
the variety of what is already one 
of the best shows  to buy rocks 
and minerals in Canada. 
 
     Thanks should go to our new 
Show Chair, Cam Bacon from the 
Abbotsford club, who did a great 
job first time out with the able as-
sistance of an experienced show 
committee. 
 
  The next major event of the So-
ciety is the Rendezvous in Pentic-
ton on the May long weekend.  It 
sounds like the Penticton club is 
doing a great job of organizing 
this event  and I look forward to 
seeing some of you there. 
 
♦ John Bowman 
 

Ammolite: only from Alberta you 
say... 

Over half of the 
thirty three clubs 
that make up the 
Society had cases 
on display at the 
show.   

Abbotsford Show ... 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
                                                                
General Meeting 
                                                                
March 25th, 2004 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:42 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding. 
 
President: Nick Tsougrianis: 
thanked all the members who 
helped with our successful show.  
Thanks Art Blomquist and Denise 
Howard for their work on the 
newsletter. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman:  re-
ceived Ornament magazine 
(winter 04) newsletters from the 
Richmond, Campbell River, Sur-
rey , West Van, and Port Moody 
clubs, and thank you note from the 
Brownell family for the sympathy 
card. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: de-
posited over $2400 from the show 
to bring our balance to $6617.56.  
Estimate that over 1100 people at-
tended the show. 
 
Show Chair: Dan Constantinescu: 
thanks people who helped with 
show.  Set up and take down went 
well except for some problems 
with getting tables.  Membership 
applauded Dan for his efforts as 
show chair. 
 
Programming: Nick Tsougrianis 

(Prentice Lee not present): since 
we do not have a program sched-
uled we will have a rock auction 
after the break. 
 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde: will be 
at a meeting at the Abbotsford 
show to plan coming field trips.  
Will put info in the newsletter. 
 
Membership; Lillian Brooks: 47 
members here with 2 guests.  10 
new members joined at the show. 
 
Newsletter: Art Blomquist: asks 
people to send in their articles, 
pictures, or anything else that 

would be in-
teresting for 
the newslet-
ter. 
 
Social: 
Brigitte 

Rohde: thanks people who pro-
vided food and helped at the 
show.  It was the best help that she 
has ever had. 
 
Workshop: Hilmar Krocke: 
workshop is busier now thanks to 
new members.  Plumbing is done 
now so the big grinder is working. 
 
Library: Mitchell Bowman: some 
books were donated to the library 
by Sue Neville. 
 
History: Jackie Walker: has pic-
tures from show for history book 
and duplicates for those who want 
them. 

 
Ways & Means: Ted Geernaert:  
six sets of prizes tonight so buy 
your tickets. 
 
Publicity: Denise Howard: 
Thanks members for distributing 
show flyers. 
 
Rep to Centre: Michael Edwards: 
there is a special meeting coming 
up on April 6th regarding the 
Brighton Park  and Pool area. 
 
New Business: Lillian Brooks 
thanked Linda Foy and Cliff 
Smith for donating door prizes.  
Suggests we look at getting name 
tags for the members.  Norma Gill 
thanked members for donating 
rocks to use for her gem trees.  
Siggi reported on the camera show 
coming up this weekend. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds March General Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting: 
 
Thursday, April 
22, 2004 

Rendezvous 2004 
May 21 to 24th in Pentiction 
Http://labidary.bc.ca/rendez.html 
 
Summer Camp 2004 
August 2 to 6th : Slocan Valley 
Http://Lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 
 
Tailgate Swap 
June 12 10:00 to 3:00 pm in Port 
Moody. 125 Kyle Street. 
Http://Lapidary.bc.ca/camp.html 
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F  aszina-
tion 
Bern-

stein is the Ger-
man title of a re-
cent book on this 
revered organic 
gem. The book 

was a gift from a goldsmith from 
the island of Ruegen, the 
largest island in the Bal-
tic Sea. The goldsmith, 
Juergen Kintzel, had 
travelled to Western 
Canada in search of am-
ber. His brother-in-law, 
an acquaintance of ours 
from the Vancouver 
area, had to drive Juer-
gen all the way to Al-
berta and Manitoba in search of 
two elusive amber occurrences 
that had made it into the European 
amber literature. 
  
The search was unsuccessful. The 
Grassy Lake deposit (near Medi-
cine Hat, Alberta) was apparently 
a coalmine which had been closed 

and covered up. The Cedar Lake 
deposit (Manitoba) had been 
flooded after a dam was built. Not 
to be defeated by such minor ob-
stacles, the party drove on to To-
ronto. Juergen had heard rumours 
that the Royal Ontario Museum 
had samples of cedarite (the am-
ber from Cedar Lake) from the 
1920s. Third time lucky: a very 

competent curator at the 
ROM found some ce-
darite in the vaults and 
Juergen bartered some in 
exchange for Baltic am-
ber.  
 

Juergen 
is a 
gold-
smith 
and 
amber 
expert. 
He 
owns a 

jewelry shop filled with amber. 
He also built separately a small 
public amber museum for which 

(Continued on page 5) 

President: Nick Tsougrianis   604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggie Rohde     604-299-6229 
Workshop: Hilmar Krocke    604-986-8350 
Show Chair: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

A very large piece of  
Amber 

Fascinating Amber 

Not to be defeated 
by such minor 
obstacles, the 
party drove on to 
Toronto 

Monday & Thursday 
( Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor .  
 
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Saturday ( No instructor) 
 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

News Letter 
   Distribution: Denise Howard         604-980-5243 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
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the attendance when we were 
there. 
 
     After stopping to buy a few 
raffle tickets (interesting to note 
that this club, unlike many others, 
is able to get a license to conduct 
their raffle.  They donate half the 
proceeds from the raffle to a local 
charity), we continued on to look 
at the dealers 
and the dis-
plays.  The 
quarters are 
pretty tight 
here so it was sometimes difficult 
to get through the aisles around 
the different dealers.  Many of the 
same dealers you would see at the 

Abbotsford 
show were 
here, including 
Mountain 
Gems and 
Western Gems 
from the 
Lower 
Mainland.  

One different dealer was a fellow 
from Saltspring Island selling art 
made of stone, that was quite 

(Continued from page 1) imaginative. 
 
     There were not too many 
showcases given the size of this 
show.  The ones that I looked at 
included a display of Spencer 
Opal jewellery, a case illustrating 
the Mohs Scale of hardness for 
various rocks, a case of precious 
opal jewellery, a couple of cases 
of specimens from around the 

world, and a case of rock clocks. 
 
     There were quite a few demon-
strators showing people how to 
make cabs, facet stones, do wire 
wrapping, and rock carving.  
There was a small silent auction, 
where I placed a few bids but did 
not end up with anything.  There 
was a gem identification table, 
along with the usual kid’s corner 
and spin and win.  The Vancouver 
Island Gold Panners had a table 

where they showed people how to  
pan for gold.   
 
     I didn’t end 
up buying any-
thing, how-
ever, Diane got 
a nice piece of 
rutilated 
quartz, and a 
slab of ocean 

jasper, while Mitchell added 
another piece to his meteorite 
collection.  After we had our 
fill of the show, we headed for 
the ferry and home.  It was a 

good week for recuperating from 
our own show before we go out 
for the big show in Abbotsford.  
Hope to see you all there. 
 
♦ John Bowman 
 

donated Fred's amber to Juergen's 
museum and it is now the second 
Canadian amber sample in the 
museum. We were fortunate to be 
near Juergen's home base recently 
and paid a visit to his very infor-
mative museum.  
 
Juergen plans to return to Canada 
next year and wants to explore 

he collects Baltic and 
"exotic" (i.e. non-Baltic) amber 
samples. We found among our 
meager amber possessions a very 
fine Coalmont amber piece given 
to us earlier by our dear friend 
and fellow Hasting Centre rock-
hound Fred Stampfl, who unfortu-
nately is no longer among us. We 

(Continued from page 4) other amber occurrences. We 
have marked Hat Creek for 
search. Juergen heard of a 
Nanaimo deposit. We are not 
aware of that one. Can you help 
with that or any other B.C. or Al-
berta location for amber? If you 

(Continued on page 6) 

Fascinating Amber 

 Victoria show continued. 

Many of the same dealers you would see at the Abbotsford 
show were here 

Ocean Jasper 

Rutilated Quartz  

A meteorite purportedly 
from Martian origin  



Amber…. 

The Hastings club has been active for over 40 years.  Interests 
of members range from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well equipped work-
shop where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish and set 
jewelry.  More than half of our members are accomplished sil-
versmiths and jewelry designers. Some make gem trees, do 
enameling, carve rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to various rock hunting 
areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month ( except July, 
August and December) at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at 
the Hastings Community Centre. 

I'm looking for a fellow rock-
hounder interested in spending a 
day at the Buse Lake claim  
 
Mmaybe someone who has been 
there before and knows where to 
look?  Or who can read directions 
 
I would like to go on  the Monday 
or Tuesday after Rendezvous. 
 
 I can be contacted at 604-255-
7142 or via email 
amsrtg@telus.net  
 
♦ Annette Schwab 

have amber (with authenticated 
source) that you are willing to do-
nate, sell or trade please call us 
(604-943 0812),
(KFriedmann@dccnet.com). Juer-
gen's museum is reviewed on p.77 
of the book "Faszination Bern-
stein". It also shows a glorious 
amber crown designed and fabri-
cated by Juergen which is worn by 
a lucky Amber Queen elected an-
nually on Ruegen.  
 
♦ Karl Friedmann and Liz O'Hea 

(Continued from page 5) 
 
 

 

Future Article:  How to turn 
your dining room table into 
a display area.  —Like you 
don’t  allready know how! 

 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings st. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Email articles to: 
Ablom@shaw.ca  

Rock hound 
Required.. 

In this day of high tech radios and 
GPS devices we sometimes forget 
that the simplest things can be the 
most effective.   
 
Consider taking a whistle on your 
next outing—even with friends.  
How often have you looked up 
and found yourself alone. 
 
A whistle is small, light weight, 
cheap and never runs out of bat-
teries.  You can whistle for a lot 
longer than you can shout— espe-
cially if you’re injured.   
 
Prearrange what signals you will 
use. 
 
♦ Ronnie Crump 

Just  a 
whistle away.. 


