
February 8, 2001 - 
Discovery News  

T he largest 
natural crystals 
on Earth have 
been 

discovered in two caves 
within a silver and zinc 
mine near Naica, in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, 
according to mine 
officials. Reaching 
lengths of over 20 feet, 
the clear, faceted crystals 
are composed of selenite, 
a crystalline form of the 
mineral gypsum.  
"Walking into either of 
these caves is like 

stepping into a gigantic 
geode," said Richard D. 
Fisher, an American 
consultant with the 
mining company to 
develop the discoveries 
as tourist attractions.  
Fisher said that most 
people can endure only a 
few minutes in the caves 
due to their high 
temperatures. The 
smaller of the two, 
which is about the size 
of two-bedroom 
apartment, is 100 
Fahrenheit. The large 
chamber, which Fisher 
describes as the size of a 

Cathedral, is 150 F. Both 
are located 
approximately 1200 feet 
below the surface.  
The mining company 
plans to air-condition the 
caves before opening 
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T he annual Madras Pow Wow is an event we have been going to about 
every second year for a while now.  It is a great combination of a huge 
rock sale and great field trips every morning.  Madras is located in the 
centre of Oregon in the high desert area of the state.  It is ranching coun-

try and it is on private ranch lands where we go for the field trips.  These ranches 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Inside this issue: 

A new format 
• I would appreciate 

any feedback about 
the new format. 

• Easy to read? 

• Something missing? 

• More articles 
needed ? 

• ( see help wanted on 
page 6) 

 

 

The Madras Pow Wow  

The Largest Selenite 
Crystals in the world 
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them to the public next year, 
Fisher said. He adds that reducing 
the heat gradually will not harm 
the crystals.  
The largest previously known 
crystals were found in the nearby 
Cave of the Swords, part of the 
same mine system. Some of these 
are now on display at the 
Smithsonian Institute. 
The local government 
and mine owners hope 
to avoid removing any 
of the new discoveries 
for museum displays or 
private collections, 
Fisher said.  
While the mine 
company is currently 
limiting visitation of the 
caves to scientific experts, mineral 
hunters have destroyed locks and 
broken into the chambers twice 
since they were first opened by 
mining equipment last April. One 
man was killed when he attempted 
to chop out a gigantic crystal that 
fell from the ceiling and crushed 
him, according to Fisher.  

(Continued from page 1) "We need more onsite 
protection of mine caves," said 
geologist Carol A. Hill, co-
author of the book Cave 
Minerals of the World, who 
calls the new discoveries "by 
far the largest selenite crystals 
I have ever heard of."  
Hill applauds the tourism plan. 
"Without it, the mining 

company would 
probably destroy the 
caves. Museums have 
enough crystals," she 
said. "It's important to 
preserve discoveries like 
this where they occur."  
Fisher and mine officials 
will display photographs 
and small samples of 
crystals from the new 

cave at the Tuscon Gem & 
Mineral Show in Arizona - which 
starts today and runs through the 
weekend - where they plan to 
organize a scientific study of the 
caves to take place in March.  
 
♦ Thanks to  Nick Tsougrianis   
 

 
 

A t Penticton, there is an interesting deposit of Orthoclase Feldspar crystals.  
We have stopped there many times on our trips to the Okanagan and have 
collected many crystals there.  It is on the road west to the ski resort and 
is only about two miles out of Penticton.  The road goes right through the 

deposit. 
(Continued on page 4) 

Feldspar Crystals near Penticton 

Notice the size of these crystal peaks in relation 
to the arm.  ( also notice that there isn’t a rock 
hammer in it…) 

World’s Largest Crystals Continued 

One man was 
killed when he 
attempted to chop 
out a gigantic 
crystal that fell 
from the ceiling 
and crushed him 

Orthoclase twinned  
crystals 

Standing in a Crystal Cave.  
 Does this look like one of 
 your dreams? 
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Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
                                                               
General Meeting 
                                                               
January 22nd, 2004    
 
Meeting called to order at 7:46 pm 
with Nick Tsougrianis presiding 
 
President : Nick Tsougrianis- 
wished everyone a Happy New 
Year and reminded mem-
bers of the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting for the Com-
munity Association to be 
held February 25th at 7 
pm. 
 
Secretary : John Bowman- 
received newsletters from 
Campbell River, Burnaby, 
Richmond, Port Moody, 
Surrey, West Vancouver and Fra-
ser Valley Clubs.  Received notice 
of Everett, Washington show on 
Feb 28th and 29th, International 
Jewellers Workshop notice on 
May 1st and 2nd and notice of BC 
Lapidary Society general meeting 
on February 22nd at Wesley 
United Church in Maple Ridge.  
Received letter from Mrs Helen 
Dickie returning $100 of the $200 
that we gave her for the rocks that 
she gave the club. 
 
Treasurer : Sue McElgunn- re-
ported on bank balance.  Received 
$200 for deposit tonight.   
 

Programming: Prentice Lee: will 
be giving a talk tonight on ruti-
lated quartz. 
 
Membership : Lillian Brooks- 35 
members signed in tonight.  The 
door prize tonight is a pen stand. 
 
Show Chair : Dan Constantinescu- 
Linda needs cloth grab bags to 
make up for the show.  Dan circu-
lated a list to members to get their 
help for the show.  19 dealer ta-

bles are spoken for so 
far.  Need help to set up 
on March 12th and need 
2 people for security on 
Friday and Saturday 
evenings.  Show comit-
tee meeting will be held 
soon. 
 
Workshop  : Hilmar 
Krocke: reported that 

the big grinder was not yet opera-
tional but was coming along. 
 
Ways & Means : Ted Geernaert: 
have five sets of slabs to win to-
night. 
 
Rep to Society  John Bowman: 
obtained list of members willing 
to display materials at the Abbots-
ford show.  Reported on Rendez-
vous noting change in dinner ar-
rangements: people cannot bring 
their own wine as the meal is in a 
hotel this year.  Wine can be pur-
chased. 
 
 

New Business :  John Bowman 
mentioned that someone had con-
tacted him interested in getting 
someone to make rock guitar 
picks for him.  (Chris Rippin pro-
vided a name that was passed onto 
the person)    
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:18 pm.                    
 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds January 22,  General Meeting Minutes  

Next Meeting: 
 
March 25th 2004 



The Rocket Page 4 

 
 The crystals are very hard to get 
out of the matrix without breaking 
them.  But with some care and 
with good chisels, it is possible to 
get some very excellent speci-
mens.  About half of them are 
what is called Carlsbad Twins 
which are very much in demand 
by crystal collectors. 
 
 We collected many just 
along the edge of the 
road.  They range in size 
from just a few millime-
ters to up to several cen-
timeters.  Our largest 
twins were about 8 X 10 
centimeters or 3 X 4 
inches.  Our biggest sin-
gle was 1 and three quarters by 4 
inches long.  There are also some 
small translucent crystals that are 
about 6 to 9 millimeters in diame-
ter and are terminated at both 
ends, like two cones back to back.  
I have not been able to find out 
what they are.  I will bring my 
collection to a meeting sometime 

(Continued from page 2) for you to see. 
 
 So, if you are ever by Penticton 
sometime, stop by and see what 
you can come up with.  It is inter-
esting just to see the deposit. 
 
♦ Submitted by Cliff Smith 
   
 

 

President: Nick Tsougrianis   604-255-3232 
Secretary: John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Siggi Rohde     604-941-0300 
Workshop: Hilmar Krocke    604-986-8350 
Show Chair: Dan Constantinescu  604-298-0239 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  

Form of penetration twin-
ning where two Orthoclase 
crystals form interpenetrat-
ing twins as depicted in the 
figure above. 

Penticton Feldspar Continued 

Our biggest single 
was 1 and three 
quarters by 4 
inches long.  

Monday & Thursday 
( Wednesday on GM 
week) with instructor .  
 
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
 
Saturday ( No instructor) 
 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Membership 
Membership runs from 
September to June. 
 
Single: $15 
Family: $20 
 
Membership with Hast-
ings Community Centre is 
required for Club Mem-
bership 

News Letter 
   Distribution: Denise Howard         604-980-5243 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist                    604-299-3769 
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are not normally accessible to 
rockhounds and are opened up es-
pecially for this event.  The mate-
rials are not free, however, the fee 
of one dollar or so a pound is not 
unreasonable.  There are excellent 
pieces of jasper, agate, petrified 
wood and thunder eggs available 
at the different locations.  You are 
pretty much guaranteed to get 
good materials 
on these trips.  
At some of the 
locations a 
bulldozer is 
used to dig up an area to ensure 
that we are able to find some good 
materials, while at other locations 
you have to dig for your rocks.  
The field trips are well organized: 
they leave on time and I have not 
heard of anyone getting lost yet! 
 
 When you get back from your 
field trip you then can visit the 
huge sale where over a hundred 
vendors sell everything you can 
think of relating to the rock and 
mineral hobby.  There are quite a 
few places that sell pieces of 

(Continued from page 1) rough rock from all over the place.  
The prices are not cheap but you 
can find a very good variety of 
materials here. 
 
  There are many places that you 
can visit while in Madras.  
Richardson’s Ranch is a large 
rock shop with big piles of rough 
outside of the shop and is a must-
see while you are at the Pow 

Wow.  There is also a show held 
the same weekend as Madras in 
Sisters, Oregon, which is a short 
drive from Madras.  Sisters is a 
much smaller show but it is worth 
going to as there are different 
dealers selling different things.  
South of Madras are a number of 
parks, including Crater Lake and 
an large obsidian flow that are 
worth checking out.   There is also 
a good rock shop in nearby Prine-
ville and some rockhounding sites 

near that community that may be 
worth exploring. 
 
 This year’s 
Pow-wow runs 
from June 30th 
through July 
4th.   We are 
looking for-
ward to attending  and expect to 
see a few BC rockhounds while 

we are there. 
 
♦ Submitted by 
John Bowman 
       

 

lapidary.bc.ca/rendez.html 
Or  contact: 
Gloria Bordass 
Phone: 
250-493-1027  
Summer Camp 2004 
This year will be in and around 
the Slocan Valley.  For more info 

Remember Rendezvous 2004 
which 
will be 
held in 
Pentic-
ton May 
21 to 24.  
For more information see:  http://

see: http://www.lapidary.bc.ca/
camp.html  which has full details 
of where, trips, and accomoda-
tion. 
A great assortment of field trips, 
from gold to garnet and fossils. 

Up Coming Events 

Rendezvous 2004  

Madras Pow Wow Continued. 

There are excellent pieces of jasper, agate, petrified wood and thunder eggs available at the 
different locations. 



I need your help 

The Hastings club has been active for over 30 years.  Interests 
of members range from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well equipped work-
shop where we cut cabochons, facet stones, and polish and set 
jewelry.  More than half of our members are accomplished sil-
versmiths and jewelry designers. Some make gem trees, do 
enameling, carve rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize monthly field trips to various rock hunting 
areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each month ( except July, 
August and December) at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at 
the Hastings Community Centre. 

real thing or the electronic equivalent.  I 
can handle both types.  For some reason in 
high school I learned to touch type. 

 

Do you keep a field journal of your excur-
sions?  They can be a great source of mate-
rial for an article. 

 

Got an idea for an article – or series of arti-
cles?  Please contact me.  I can use all the 
help I can get and yours is gratefully ac-
cepted. 

I need a great banner picture for the front of 

Y our input is needed to keep our 
newsletter alive and kicking.  

 

 If you have found an interest-
ing article or have been on a field trip that 
you particularly enjoyed—some one else 
would like  to hear about it. 

 

It’s the thing that keeps our club growing 
and viable – our members sharing their ex-
periences, skills, knowledge and interests 
with the other members. 

You can send me articles via email, drop 
them off at a meeting or give me a call on 
the phone. 

If your writing an article don’t worry about 
the formatting – I’ll take care of that.  Just 
get the thing down on paper – either the 

the newsletter.  All you  photogs out there 
got something that would symbolize our 
club? 

 

♦ Art Blomquist 

Future Article:  How to 
turn your dining room table 
into a display area.  —Like 
you don’t know how! 

Field Notes can be the start of a great article. 

 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community Centre 
3096 Hastings st. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds 

Email articles to: 
Newsrocket@hotmail.com  


