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Mystery fieldtrip 
 

 
As we were driving through a small 
blizzard on the Coquihalla Highway 
with cars off the side of the road in both 
directions, we paused to ask ourselves, 
why are we here?  Of course, the an-
swer was to get to a rock sale being 
held in Falkland, BC the following day!  
We had received the notice a few 
weeks earlier of a rock and 
equipment sale being held 
by Sonja Bobyk, the wife of 
rockhound Mike Bobyk 
from the Vernon club.  
(Mike had passed away ear-
lier this year and Sonja was 
selling off most of the rock 
and equipment as well as 
lots of other items since she 
was moving out of her Falk-
land home.) 
 
After some anxious moments braving 
the Coquihalla, with great thanks to our 
four-wheel drive Dodge Dakota that 
held the road very well despite the 
treacherous conditions,  we got to Kam-
loops in time for dinner and went to our 
favourite restaurant, Chapter’s View-
point, for an excellent meal.  Then it 
was off to the motel where we got to 
relax in the hot tub along with five guys 
from Alberta who had just arrived to do 
some dirt-biking in the area.  The hot 
tub was a bit crowded but the fellows 

were friendly, although I think they 
thought we were crazy for driving there 
to buy rocks. 
 
We got to Falkland for the sale around 
10:30 after an excellent breakfast at 
Harold’s restaurant in Kamloops.  We 
should have known that the rockhounds 
would be there early, as 

we found out that sales 
had started an hour before the adver-
tised time and the rush was over before 
we even got there.  We met with Win 
and Stu Robertson and a few other 
rockhounds from the Kamloops area.  I 
think were the only ones who made it 
from the Lower Mainland. 
 
The Bobyk’s have an opal claim in the 
Monte Lake area, so there were buckets 
of rough from the claim for sale.  I 
bought one, which I will sort through 
when we get a sunny day.  Opal was 

(Continued on page 2) 

Nice View: 
“Lotsa” rocks, 
but how do we 
get there? Just 
follow the tools: 

Some people 
will drive 
through any 
weather in 
pursuit of 
their hobby. 
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visible in the rocks at the top of the bucket but it will take 
a thorough examination to see if there is any colour to be 
had.  The claim has produced some precious opal in the 
past.  I also bought a large chunk of datolite, which also 
comes from the Monte Lake area.  I have collected small 
pieces of datolite from the road-cut by Monte Lake, but 
nothing this large so I was happy to get that sample.  
Diane bought a large pry bar to add to our armada of 
rockhounding tools.  For some rock and mineral sites 
where you need the heavy artillery to break up the rock, 
the big pry bars are a necessity.  Diane also bought some 
old canning jars for a purpose unknown to me. 
 
There was quite a bit of local agate including eye agates, 
lots of petrified wood from BC and Alberta, fossils, some 
peridot/epidote from the site we went to at summer camp 
the year it was in the Kootenays and pieces of common 
opal.  In talking to Sonja, she informed me that Mike first 
got into rockhounding on the east coast where he col-
lected fossils, before coming west and doing a lot of col-
lecting in British Columbia and Alberta. 
 
The highlight of the items for sale that we saw was a 
large petrified tree stump with beautiful detail, that was 
collected in Alberta.  The original plan was that the 
stump would be made into a headstone for Mike’s grave, 
but the cemetery would not allow it.  The stump was for 
sale for $500.  It was in beautiful condition, as you can 
see in the accompanying photo. 
 
On the way home we stopped by the roadcut beside 
Monte Lake to collect some agates and got a couple of 
handfuls in twenty minutes.  It was getting cold so we did 
not linger too long.  We also wanted to hit the Coquihalla 
before things froze in the hope of avoiding icy condi-
tions.  As we approached the Coquihalla summit, a bliz-
zard started.  We took it easy and did not have any prob-
lems driving through it but were again thankful for the 
four-wheel drive.   It was a bit of an adventure but what 
can we say: the rocks were calling. 
 

♦ Submitted by John Bowman 
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“There was quite a bit of local agate …” 

“The highlight of the items for sale that we 
saw was a large petrified tree stump” 

You would think it would have been a 
challenge getting this piece out.. 



 
Workshop: Siggi Rohde: work on small saw done.  
Work to be done on big saw.  Siggi will supervise 
workshop on Thursdays.  Linda did some work orga-
nizing rock in saw room. 
 
Display Case: Diane Bowman: need metallic miner-
als for next meeting to change the rock in the show-
case. 
 
Ways and Means: Ted Geernaert: five sets of slabs 

available for raffle tonight. 
 
Rep to Centre: Michael Edwards: nothing 
much new at meeting last night.  Centre is 
slated to be replaced but not till 2011 at ear-
liest 
 
Rep to Society: John Bowman: Society is 
looking at printing a calendar for 2007 
which will have info on clubs included in it.  
Tailgate sale is also taking shape.  It will be 

in September at the Hastings Centre parking lot. 
 
New Business  M/S/C: that we pay $913.50 to the 
Community Association for meeting space, show 
space, and membership fees for our club. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.   
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Meeting called to order at 7:45 pm with Linda Foy 
presiding. 
 
President: Linda Foy: thanks for coming out in the 
rain.  Next month is wine and cheese night, so please 
bring food.  We will have a bottle draw and rock auc-
tion at that meeting. 
 
Secretary: John Bowman: received newsletters from 
Burnaby, Port Moody and Campbell River clubs, 
Lapidary Journal magazine, notice for 
Port Moody show, and notice of a rock 
sale in Falkland, BC over Remembrance 
day weekend. 
 
Treasurer: Sue McElgunn: reported on 
our balance to the membership. 
 
Programming: Ajai Maissoneuve: 
brought a video for a program but centre 
has not got a VCR. 
M/S/C: that we purchase a VCR/DVD unit for the 
club. 
 
Field Trips Bill Needoba: we will be requiring people 
to sign waivers for all future field trips.  November 
5th is trip to Yale Bar and November 19th is for Harri-
son Lake garnets. 
 
Membership Lillian Brooks/Isabel Lopez: thirty one 
members here including four new members.  Door 
prize is a piece of petrified wood. 
 
Show Chair: Nick Tsougrianis: Still trying to get 
show leaflets done.  Will have for the next meeting.  
Looking to add a second table for the touch table. 
 
Social: Brigitte Rohde: bring food next month for 
wine and cheese. Nick will get the wine. 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, 
January 25, 2007 
7:30 pm 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds October, 2006 General Meeting Minutes  

First you need to take a little tram 
ride.  See the next issues for more 
clues.  You know you “wanna”... 
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President:    Linda Foy                    604-299-3903 
Secretary:    John Bowman       604-421-1068 
Field Trips: Bill Needoba       604-451-7701 
Workshop:   Dan Constantinescu   604-298-0239   
                                 Siggi Rohde                 604-941-0300  
ShowChair: Nick Tsougrianis         604-255-3232  

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Notable Numbers  
News Letter: 
   Editor:  Art Blomquist  250-699-8083 
   Mail to:     The Rocket, 1A-C4, Endako B.C. 
              V0J 1L0 
   Email: ablom@Lakescom.net 
   Distribution:   Jo-Ann Blomquist 
                 Email:  jblomquist@hotmail.com 

Membership 

Membership runs from Septem-
ber to June. 
Single: $20 
Family: $25 
Membership with Hastings 
Community Centre is required 
for Club Membership 

Lapidary Workshop 
hours 

Monday & Thursday 
 (Wednesday on GM week) 
with instructor  
6:30 — 9:30 PM 
Wednesday 
10:00AM — 1:00 PM 
Saturday (No in-
structor) 
1:00 — 4:00 PM 

New 
Times 

 
The Vancouver Museum and the Bill Reid Foundation are currently (until 
March) hosting an exhibition of native North American jewelry arts put to-
gether by the American Museum of Natural History. It was first shown in 
New York. Vancouver is its only Canadian venue. 
 
The exhibition juxtaposes northwest coast and southwest native art jewelry 
from traditional beginnings to innovative modern designs. Most well known 
artists are represented with some of their best work.  
 
The exhibition places contemporary jewelers in context with older artwork 
and includes jewelry from over 20 tribes, such as the southwestern Navajo, 

Zuni, Hopi and Pueblo groups, and the northwestern Haida, 
Tlingit, Kwakwaka’wakw peoples and others. 
 
The visitors guide has this to say about cultural meaning: 
“Everything humans make – whether boats, bowls, or bracelets – 
comes from a specific culture at a specific time. Understanding 
the cultural context of an object – the symbols, meanings, and 
values that it represents – makes it possible to appreciate its 
beauty far more deeply. The continuum of styles and symbols 
across time and place demonstrates rich, living traditions. This 
jewelry expresses deeply held beliefs that are still very much part 
of Native peoples’ lives. Yet culture is dynamic. Today’s Native 
artists inevitably explore new directions, often combining tradi-
tional forms and materials with new ones in a single piece.” 
 
Several short videos (“By our hands”) show off some of the art-
ists, their stories and their art interpretation, putting a face and 
personality next to their extraordinary art and jewelry. 
 
Haida artist Bill Reid’s “Milky Way Necklace” (gold and dia-

(Continued on page 6) 

Totems to Turquoise 

“Universe Within the Bear” 
Pendant by Jesse Monongya 
(Navajo) Opal, turquoise, 
lapis lazuli, coral gold 
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October 22, 2006 there was a Wagonmaster meeting at the Richmond Gem show, to map out some fall and winter field trips. 
 
Part of our discussion was defining who goes on trips, and our insurance needs. 
From now on, the BC Wagon Masters will be asking all participants to “sign-in” acknowledging that the participant is indeed 
responsible for their own conduct and safety. 
Participants must be members of a club in good standing, or be a sponsored guest with a club member.  Club Members would 
include our neighbors from the US who belong to the US clubs, and who are always welcome on BC Wagonmaster trips. 
 
For all trips, please ensure that you have ample fuel…many of the trips go many miles from the initial gathering spot,   The 
Bridal Falls coffee shop has a gas station, so please arrive early, and top it up. 
 
Here’s the list, with a couple of tentative dates that will be firmed up soon. 
 
Sunday November 19:    Harrison Lake ( East Side ) for garnets in a host talc schist. 
Meeting place is the Bridal Falls Coffee Shop at 9:00AM.    Bring tools, and munchies.  Could be a cool outing so dress ap-
propriately for cool weather.  Leader is Cam Bacon, 604-854-1711. 
 
Sunday December 3 ( Tentative )  Silver Pick ( Sale ) at O’Ferguson’s Rocks & Grits. 
The Fergusons have wound down their rock shop, and are possibly opening up for a one-day sale to reduce the remaining in-
ventory of rough rock, and findings.   More information to follow once the event is finalized.   Leader is Bob Morgan.  604-
534-7161. 
 
No other events planned for December due to the holidays 
 
Sunday January 14:  Yale Bar, Again for the fraser river materials.    In case 
of snow this far upstream, we may choose a downstream bar for searching as 
an alternative.  In case of complete white-out conditions throughout the val-
ley, we’ll all stay home.   Meeting place is the Bridal Falls Coffee Shop at 
9:00AM.  Trip leader is Harley Waterson, 604-590-3289 
 
Sunday February 11:   Peg Leg bar ( Fraser river near Chilliwack ).    This is 
a great trip for new rock hounds, and the kids!   This isn’t too far from Van-
couver, and there are acres and acres of flat area on this bar for the kids to 
run around on!    The usual materials are found here, although in smaller 
sizes.   Less likely to have snow cover in mid-winter as well.   Meeting place 
is the Tim Horton’s Coffee Shop at 9:00AM This is located just south of 
Highway #1 on the Vedder Road exit in Chilliwack.   Leader is Gord Pinder, 
604-870-4779. 
 
Sunday March 4:  Alexandra Bar. This is another Fraser river bar, this time with larger stones from farther upstream.    This 
one involves a hike down to the river from the parking area, so this one is not recommended for people unable to withstand 
the strenuous hike back up with your backpack full of goodies. Again, the meeting place is the Bridal Falls coffee shop at 
9:00AM.   Leader is Bill Needoba, 604-451-7701 
 
Sunday April 22:     This is the annual trek up the west side of Harrison Lake for fossil collecting. This is usually a great trip 
for kids who wish to pick up some real clam or belemnite fossils!   Meeting place is the Sasquatch Inn parking lot at 9:00AM.   
The Sasqatch Inn is located on Highway #7 in Harrison Mills.   This is also at the turn-off for the Hemlock Valley Ski area.   
If you don’t know where this is, check a map.  You may end up being late and miss the group.  Walt Pinder is leading this trip.  
604-826-2342. 
 

♦ Submitted by Harley Waterson 
 

BC Wagonmaster Report Fall 2006 



Hastings Centre Rockhounds 
C/o Hastings Community 
Centre 
3096 Hastings St. E. 
Vancouver, B.C V5K2A3 

The Hastings club has been active for al-
most 50 years.  Interests of members range 
from all aspects of the lapidary arts to rock, 
mineral and fossil collecting. We have a well 
equipped workshop where we cut cabochons, 
facet stones, and polish and set jewelry.  
More than half of our members are accom-
plished silversmiths and jewelry designers. 
Some make gem trees, do enameling, carve 
rock and wood, or collect minerals as well.  
We also organize regular field trips to vari-
ous rock hunting areas. 

 

We meet on the fourth Thursday of each 
month (except July, August and December) 
at 7:30 PM at the Community Hall, at the 
Hastings Community Centre. 

Hastings Centre Rockhounds Rockhounds 

Articles?  
ablom@lakescom.net 

monds) dazzles the eye. So does Dempsey Bob’s “Frog Necklace”. The gold frogs forming the necklace are connected at 
the tongue, symbolizing communication. Tony Hunt, Art Thompson, Jim Hart, Charles Edenshaw and Robert Davidson 
and other renowned northwest coast artists are well represented with exquisite gold and silver work. 
 
Well known southwest artists are represented with their best pieces. For me, the most stunning pieces were Jesse 
Monongya’s “Universe within the Bear” pendant, Preston Monongye’s “Feathered Serpent” bracelet and Leekya De-
yuse’s “Snake belt”. From working in earlier times almost exclusively in silver and turquoise, artists now use an as-
tounding array of materials and colours, almost a riot of gems and colours – jet, shell, opal, coral, mother of pearl, iron-
wood, lapis, sugilite and ivory. 
 
Northwest coast artists work in wood, copper, silver, gold, shell, abalone, argillite and other materials. Argillite, a soft 
slate, was used since the late 19th century to create carvings for the tourist trade. In a similar manner, southwest natives 
started making silver and turquoise ornaments to sell to railway travelers. The art trade was based on several hundred or 
thousand years of gem work for personal adornment and gem trade as documented by archeological finds. This exhibi-
tion shows some earlier work but focuses mostly on the newer generation of artists, on art as a dynamic expression of a 
native culture with spiritual roots and pragmatic links to the past. 
 
For any lapidary enthusiast, this is a “must see” exhibition.  
 
Entry for this show is $10 ($8 for seniors). Text, graphics and images are available online at  

www.amnh.org/exhibitions/totems, and at www.totemstoturquoise.com.  
 

♦ Submitted by Karl Friedmann 
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Reid, William Ronald (Bill) 1920-1998 
Raven brooch 1962 
22k gold, 5.3 cm x 5 cm (2.2” x 1.9”) 
Bill Reid Foundation Collection © #06  


